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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO

NATURE OF THE ACTION

SPENCER LOWE

c/o The Chandra Law Firm LLC
1265 W. 6th Street, Suite 400

Cleveland, OH 44113-1326

Plaintiff,

v.

THE CITY OF NORTH ROYALTON 

14600 State Road
North Royalton, OH 44133

LAWRENCE ANTOSKIEWICZ

12271 Eagle Nest Dr., Apt. 46 

North Royalton, OH 44133

AND

KEITH TARASE

c/o The City of North Royalton 

14600 State Road
North Royalton, OH 44133

Defendants

Case No. _________________

Judge _____________________

COMPLAINT WITH JURY DEMAND

1. This is a civil-rights action brought by Plaintiff Spencer Lowe under 42 U.S.C. 

§ 1983 and R.C. 2307.60.

2. Officer Lowe was fired because North Royalton and its officials mistakenly 

believed that he leaked records to the media showing that North Royalton Police Chief Keith 

Tarase and Lt. James Cutler feloniously tampered with a police report to cover up a fellow 
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officer’s bad behavior. Though Officer Lowe blew the whistle following Ohio law, he never 

leaked any documents to reporters. Still, Defendants retaliated against him for the perceived 

exercise of his First Amendment rights.

3. On October 11, 2025, Officer Lowe pulled over Orange Village Police 

Department Deputy Chief Patrick O’Callahan after catching the policeman swerving and 

speeding. Officer Lowe determined that O’Callahan was intoxicated, and he found multiple guns 

on his person and in the vehicle. Officer Lowe arrested O’Callahan for Operating a Vehicle 

Impaired (OVI) and felony improper handling of a firearm.

4. North Royalton Police Chief Keith Tarase and Lt. James Cutler, with City 

Prosecuting Attorney James McDonnell’s improper encouragement, later accessed Officer 

Lowe’s report and deleted the felony charge for improper handling of a firearm. This change, 

done to protect a fellow officer from publicity about potential felony charges, constituted 

falsification, tampering with records, and tampering with evidence.

5. On October 15, 2025, Officer Lowe reported this criminal falsification to North 

Royalton Mayor and Safety Service Director Lawrence “Larry” Antoskiewicz by email. When 

Antoskiewicz failed to correct this criminal activity, Officer Lowe reported the corruption to the 

Cuyahoga County Prosecuting Attorney’s office, the Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation, and 

the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

6. In retaliation for his report outside the chain of command and from the 

subsequent media coverage, Antoskiewicz ordered a sham investigation and fired Officer Lowe 

in violation of Ohio’s whistleblower statute and various criminal laws barring intimidation and 

retaliation against witnesses of a crime.
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PARTIES

7. Plaintiff Spencer Lowe is a former North Royalton police officer who resides in 

North Lawrence in Stark County, Ohio.

8. Defendant City of North Royalton is in Cuyahoga County, Ohio.

9. At relevant times, Defendant Larry Antoskiewicz was the mayor and safety 

service director of the City of North Royalton. He is a resident of North Royalton in Cuyahoga 

County, Ohio. He resigned from office effective April 30, 2026.

10. Defendant Keith Tarase is the chief of the North Royalton Police Department. 

He resides in Brunswick in Medina County, Ohio.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

11. This Court has subject-matter jurisdiction over the state-law claims against 

Defendants. The claims are statutory claims under Ohio law. The amount in controversy exceeds 

$25,000.

12. This Court has personal jurisdiction because the City of North Royalton is in 

Cuyahoga County, and all Defendants work there. Officer Lowe’s claims for relief also arose 

here.

13. Venue is proper in this Court because Defendants do business or live in Cuyahoga 

County and because the events at issue took place here.

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

NORTH ROYALTON POLICE DEPARTMENT IS PLAGUED WITH CONTROVERSY IN RECENT 

MONTHS

14. The City of North Royalton has faced negative publicity and issues within its 

police department for months. In particular, Chief Tarase has been under fire over various
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allegations of misconduct.

15. In April 2025, officers and sergeants, represented by the Fraternal Order of Police 

Lodge 15, passed a no-confidence resolution against Chief Tarase.  Officers said Tarase had 

harassed and retaliated against them, creating a toxic work environment.

1

16. More recently, Chief Tarase was accused of punishing a clerk for taking funeral 

leave after her father died, bullying clerks, and physically harassing a corrections officer at North 

Royalton jail.  and other local media covered the accusations.Cleveland.com 2

17. With its chief law-enforcement officer making the news, North Royalton officials 

have obsessively cared about the government’s plummeting public image.

18. When Officer Lowe again questioned Chief Tarase’s integrity, something that 

ended up receiving significant media coverage, he unknowingly made himself a target of 

retaliation.

1 Bob Sandrick, “North Royalton City Council may contact Ohio Attorney General regarding police 
misconduct accusations,” CLEVELAND.COM, at https://www.cleveland.com/community/2026/05/north- 
royalton-city-council-may-contact-ohio-attorney-general-regarding-police-misconduct-allegations.html.
2 Id.

OFFICER LOWE ARRESTS A DRUNKEN ORANGE VILLAGE DEPUTY CHIEF AND CHARGES 

HIM WITH OVI AND IMPROPER HANDLING OF A FIREARM

19. Officer Lowe served North Royalton’s residents as a patrolman from February 

2023 until April 14, 2026.

20. In the late hours on October 11, 2025, Officer Lowe was patrolling for the City 

of North Royalton near Royalton Road and Bennett Road when he noticed O’Callahan’s car 

swerving and speeding. At about 11:50 PM, Officer Lowe pulled O’Callahan over.

21. O’Callahan, the Orange Village deputy police chief, was visibly drunk. He had 
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red, bloodshot, watery eyes and was slurring his speech. The initial stop was caught on Officer 

Lowe’s body camera, and the subsequent events were also caught on Detective Steve Zahurskey’s 

and Officer Brett Bunge’s cameras. (Body camera footage manually filed as Ex. 1A-C.)

22. After Officer Lowe asked O’Callahan where he was going, and O’Callahan 

refused to answer, he pulled out his deputy-chief badge and asked Officer Lowe, “Can I show 

you this?”

23. This was an improper and unethical attempt by O’Callahan to influence Officer 

Lowe in the exercise of his duties.

24. Officer Lowe read the badge, replying, “Deputy Chief for Orange? Orange 

County?” O’Callahan mistakenly answered, “Yes.” Officer Lowe asked where that was. 

O’Callahan, slurring his words, struggled to correct himself and say, “Cuyahoga County.”

25. Officer Lowe asked if O’Callahan had anything to drink. He replied, “Not 

much.” Officer Lowe asked, “How much is not much?” After a pause, O’Callahan repeated, “Not 

much.”

26. Officer Lowe went back to his car and radioed for backup. Detective Zahursky 

arrived minutes later, followed by Officer Bunge, the officer in charge of the shift.

27. Officer Lowe returned to O’Callahan’s car and asked him to get out of the car.

28. Officer Lowe asked O’Callahan if he had a gun on him. O’Callahan said, “yes,”

and began reaching for his pocket. Officer Lowe told him not to touch it.

29. After getting out of the car, O’Callahan had to hold onto the side to keep his 

balance. Officer Lowe patted him down and took a loaded gun from O’Callahan’s front pocket. 

The gun had a round in the chamber.

30. O’Callahan, leaning against his car, claimed that he knew Officer Zahursky.
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Zahursky, though, was standing right in front of him, and O’Callahan did not acknowledge or 

identify him. He was too drunk to realize the officer he claimed to know was right there.

31. In any case, this, too, was O’Callahan improperly and unethically angling for 

special treatment by name-dropping.

32. Officer Zahursky said O’Callahan smelled like alcohol.

33. O’Callahan refused to do a breathalyzer test or any field-sobriety tests.

34. O’Callahan told Officer Lowe, “I’m really sorry. If I did this, I’m really sorry.”

35. Officer Lowe handcuffed him and arrested him.

36. Knowing that O’Callahan already illegally improperly handled one firearm and 

seeing his police duty belt peeking out from under a shirt in the back seat, Officer Lowe had a 

legal basis to search his car for more guns. For example, the “automobile exception” permits a 

warrantless search of a vehicle “if the officers have probable cause to believe that the vehicle 

contains evidence of a crime.” United States v. Galaviz, 645 F.3d 347, 355 (6th Cir. 2011) 

(quoting United States v. Smith, 510 F.3d 641, 647 (6th Cir. 2007)). The search may include all 

parts of a legitimately stopped vehicle, including the trunk, compartments, and containers. 

California v. Acevedo, 500 U.S. 565, 570 (1991). He found a pistol holstered in O’Callahan’s duty 

belt, which was sitting in plain view on the back seat of his car, and another gun in the car’s 

center console. Both were loaded and had rounds in the chamber.

37. Under R.C. 2923.13(B), “[n]o person shall knowingly transport or have a loaded 

firearm in a motor vehicle in such a manner that the firearm is accessible to the operator or any 

passenger without leaving the vehicle.” A violation of this subsection is a fourth-degree felony.
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38. Under R.C. 2923.16(C):

No person shall knowingly transport or have a firearm in a motor vehicle, unless 
the person may lawfully possess that firearm under applicable law of this state or 
the United States, the firearm is unloaded, and the firearm is carried in one of the 
following ways:

(1) In a closed package, box, or case;

(2) In a compartment that can be reached only by leaving the vehicle;

(3) In plain sight or secured in a rack or holder made for the purpose;

(4) If the firearm is at least twenty-four inches in overall length as measured from 

the muzzle to the part of the stock furthest from the muzzle and if the barrel 
is at least eighteen inches in length, either in plain sight with the action open 
or the weapon stripped, or, if the firearm is of a type on which the action will 
not stay open or which cannot easily be stripped, in plain sight.

(Emphasis added).

39. A violation of this portion is a fourth-degree misdemeanor.

40. Under R.C. 2923.16(D), “[n]o person shall knowingly transport or have a loaded 

handgun in a motor vehicle if, at the time of that transportation or possession, any of the 

following applies: (1) The person is under the influence of alcohol.” A violation of this portion is 

a fifth-degree felony.

41. While completing the arrest, Officer Lowe could hear Officer Bungee on the 

phone with Defendant Lt. Cutler, discussing both the OVI charge and a potential improper- 

handling-of-a-firearm charge. Lt. Cutler told Officer Bungee, regarding O’Callahan, “If you’re 

in for a penny, you’re in for a pound. You might as well charge him for felony improper 

handling.”

42. This was legally correct.
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43. Officer Lowe returned to the North Royalton Police Department early Sunday 

morning to draft his report, before heading home at the end of his shift. He entered both OVI 

and felony improper handling of a firearm into the “charges” field of the report and sent it to his 

shift sergeant to review. Officer Lowe also completed all the necessary paperwork to charge 

someone with a felony, including the personal-identifier form, the felony form, and the 

complaint.

44. Officer Lowe called the duty judge on Sunday for a bond for O’Callahan, which 

officers do only if the arrestee faces felony charges.

45. Sgt. Daniel Waters reviewed Officer Lowe’s report and approved it.

46. Officer Lowe, done with his paperwork, headed home because his shift was over. 

CHIEF TARASE AND LT. CUTLER, TO TRY TO PROTECT A FELLOW POLICE OFFICER FROM 

CRIMINAL CHARGES—OR AT LEAST PUBLICITY ABOUT THEM—DELETED FROM OFFICER 

LOWE’S REPORT ANY MENTION OF A FELONY, ALTERING AND FALSIFYING A PUBLIC 

RECORD

47. On Tuesday, October 14, 2025, Officer Lowe was prepared to go to court to 

testify about O’Callahan’s arrest. Before heading in, he texted North Royalton’s records clerk, 

Michael Hurley, to ensure all the proper paperwork was ready.

48. Hurley texted Officer Lowe back, “[Prosecutor James] McDonnell told me to 

hold off on sending.” See texts, Ex. 2.

49. When Officer Lowe arrived at the North Royalton police station, Detective 

Zahursky, who backed up Officer Lowe during O’Callahan’s arrest, stopped Lowe to talk about 

the supplement to Lowe’s report. Zahursky noted a minor error in Lowe’s report—whether the 

duty gun was covered by a shirt in the backseat—and added that, other than that, Lowe did a 

good job.
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50. The duty gun was covered by the shirt in the backseat, but the rest of the duty 

gun belt—easily recognizable by an officer who wears one every shift—was visible.

51. Officer Lowe then went to meet with Lt. Cutler, who pointed out the same 

minor issue. Officer Lowe said he would clarify the report.

52. Lt. Cutler then asked about a portion of the report in which Officer Lowe 

recounted O’Callahan flashing his badge at Lowe and asking, “Can I show you this?”

53. Lt. Cutler asked if that line needed to be included.

54. Officer Lowe replied that it absolutely needed to be included because 

O’Callahan’s words and actions went to his culpable state of mind. O’Callahan tried to leverage 

his status as a law-enforcement officer to evade an OVI and a felony charge.

55. Lt. Cutler inexplicably insisted that Officer Lowe remove the line from his report.

56. There was no rational reason to do that other than trying to cover for

O’Callahan’s improper and unethical effort to leverage his law-enforcement status.

57. Lt. Cutler also complained to Officer Lowe that local-station WJW Fox 8 News 

had somehow heard of the arrest. Though, ultimately, no story was published until weeks later, 

this was the beginning of expressions to Lowe about Defendants’ paranoia about media coverage 

and their wrongful suspicion that Officer Lowe spoke to news outlets.

58. He did not.

59. Officer Lowe assured Lt. Cutler that he did not talk to Fox 8 or tell anyone 

outside the department about the incident.

60. On the way out of Lt. Cutler’s office, Officer Lowe noticed that his personnel file 

was open and documents were sprawled out across a desk next to Cutler’s. Even at this early 

stage, Defendants were contemplating retaliating against Officer Lowe.
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61. Officer Lowe went downstairs at the station to edit his report. He fixed the minor

inconsistency and, fearing retaliation if he didn’t do so after seeing his personnel file out, 

complied with Lt. Cutler’s wish to delete the portion about O’Callahan flashing his police badge.

62. Still expecting that he would need to go to court to testify about O’Callahan, 

Officer Lowe called upstairs to North Royalton police leadership for instructions. Lt. Cutler told 

him to head home for the day.

63. Officer Lowe thought this was unusual but left the station.

64. That night, as part of her regular review of patrol officers’ performance, Sgt. 

FloAnn Rybicki reviewed Officer Lowe’s body-camera footage from the arrest. Sgt. Rybicki read 

Lowe’s corresponding report to ensure what happened in the footage matched the report.

65. Sgt. Rybicki sent Officer Lowe a text commending him for doing a good job on 

what was likely a tense arrest.

66. Officer Lowe replied that it was an unusual situation, adding that, rather than 

having him go to court to testify Tuesday, as he would with any other felony case, Lt. Cutler sent 

him home. Officer Lowe asked Sgt. Rybicki to check his report in the department’s “Sundance” 

system to ensure the felony charges were still part of the report.

67. Sgt. Rybicki opened the Sundance system, which allows review of various fields in 

each police report. The system has a history log that tracks who makes changes to each report 

and when. The history screen is fundamentally part of the police report, which is a public record.

68. The history screen documents the business and functions of the City of North 

Royalton. It is not confidential.

69. The Sundance history screen showed that Defendants Chief Tarase and Lt. 

Cutler accessed the report and removed Officer Lowe’s felony charge for improper handling of a 
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firearm. See Ex. 3. Throughout the subsequent investigations the city commissioned, Defendants 

never disputed that they removed the felony charge from Officer Lowe’s report.

70. Under North Royalton Police Department’s own policies, “Reports that have been 

approved by a supervisor and submitted to the Records [sic] for filing and distribution shall not 

be modified or altered except by way of a supplemental report. Reviewed reports that have not 

yet been submitted to Records may only be corrected or modified by the authoring employee and 

with the knowledge and authorization of the reviewing supervisor.” North Royalton Police 

Department Policy 322.5 (emphasis added).

71. Under that policy, Chief Tarase and Lt. Cutler could not delete the charge. They 

could only have asked Officer Lowe to write a supplemental report to correct or modify an error.

72. Including that felony charge was no error. Lt. Cutler told the officers on scene to 

charge O’Callahan with improper handling of a firearm.

73. On information and belief, this isn’t the first time North Royalton police acted to 

protect O’Callahan for drunk driving. Two other times, patrol officers pulled O’Callahan over 

for drunk driving and released him with a warning. He wasn’t charged either time—despite 

being visibly intoxicated.

74. Officer Lowe was the first North Royalton officer to have enough integrity to 

hold O’Callahan—a fellow police officer—accountable for breaking the law.

75. Officer Lowe asked Sgt. Rybicki to print a copy of the felony complaint and 

personal identifier form Lowe had previously drafted, a copy of the current version of the report, 

and a screenshot of the history tab in Sundance. Sgt. Rybicki printed the documents, put them 

into a sealed envelope, and left them in Officer Lowe’s secured department mailbox.

Electronically Filed 05/14/2026 14:50 / / CV 26 138852 / Confirmation Nbr. 385P44a78g/eC 1LY1M1of 34



OFFICER LOWE REPORTED THE TAMPERING AND FALSIFICATION

76. On Wednesday, October 15, 2025, Officer Lowe called Mayor and Safety Service 

Director Larry Antoskiewicz to discuss Chief Tarase and Lt. Cutler’s tampering. Antoskiewicz 

did not answer, so Officer Lowe left a voicemail detailing the situation. S. Lowe, voicemail, 

attached as Ex. 4.

77. Then, that day at 9:14 PM, Officer Lowe emailed Antoskiewicz “reporting what I 

reasonably believe to be felony violations.” S. Lowe, email, Oct. 15, 2025, attached as Ex. 5.

78. In this written report, Officer Lowe detailed his stop, including finding the guns 

on O’Callahan’s person and in other parts of his car. He added that, after the narrative of his 

report was approved, Chief Tarase and Lt. Cutler accessed the Sundance system and deleted the 

felony charge from his report.

79. Officer Lowe included the evidence he had—pictures of the printed documents 

Sgt. Rybicki retrieved showing Lt. Cutler accessed and changed his report. He also included a 

copy of the report and the personal identifier.

80. Officer Lowe told Antoskiewicz that the fraudulent deletion of the felony charges 

criminally violated R.C. 2913.42(B)(4) (tampering with records) and RC 2921.12 (tampering 

with evidence). He added that it may also constitute obstructing justice/official business and 

dereliction of duty.

81. Tampering with records, when the writing or record belongs to a local, state, or 

federal government entity, is a third-degree felony.

82. Tampering with evidence, too, is a third-degree felony.

83. Under R.C. 2921.32, a person who obstructs justice, when the person they’re 

aiding committed a felony, is guilty of a fifth-degree felony.
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84. Officer Lowe asked Antoskiewicz, who served as both mayor and safety service

director, to restore the report to its original, approved form and to reach out to an outside 

organization to investigate Chief Tarase and Cutler’s conduct. Antoskiewicz, in his dual role, 

had the authority and ability to do both.

85. Antoskiewicz, as safety service director, is in the police department’s chain of 

command. Under R.C. 737.02, a safety service director “shall be the executive head of the police 

and fire departments and the chief administrative authority of the charity, correction, and 

building departments. He shall have all powers and duties connected with and incident to the 

appointment, regulation, and government of such departments except as otherwise provided by 

law.”

86. On October 16, 2025, at 1:27 PM, Antoskiewicz replied, “Patrolman Lowe, 

Thank You [sic] for your e-mail. I have referred it to the Law Department for their advice and 

guidance.”

87. In the 24 hours after Officer Lowe reported the tampering, Antoskiewicz made 

no effort to return the report to its original state. Indeed, to this day, the report still contains 

Chief Tarase and Lt. Cutler’s fraudulent changes.

88. On October 17, 2025, Officer Lowe’s union representative, Brian Smith, sent a 

letter from Lowe via fax to Cuyahoga County Prosecuting Attorney Michael O’Malley. The 

letter detailed the fraudulent tampering with Lowe’s report and noted that Antoskiewicz failed 

to correct the report within 24 hours. S. Lowe, letter, Oct. 17, 2025, attached as Ex. 6.

89. Officer Lowe asked Prosecutor O’Malley to open an independent investigation 

into Chief Tarase and Lt. Cutler’s conduct. He also asked O’Malley to ensure that O’Callahan 

was held accountable and that the integrity of his prosecution would be preserved.
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90. Officer Lowe attached the proof he had to this letter, including his report to

Antoskiewicz, the mayor’s response, and the supporting documents showing that Lt. Cutler and 

Chief Tarase tampered with his report.

91. The same day, Officer Lowe’s union representative also sent this letter to the 

Cuyahoga County Sheriff’s Office, the Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation, and the Federal 

Bureau of Investigation.

92. Each of these reports constituted protected speech, both under the First 

Amendment and under Ohio’s Whistleblower Protection Act.

93. On October 18, 2025, at 3:13 PM, North Royalton Law Director Thomas Kelly 

emailed Officer Lowe in response to his email to Antoskiewicz, announcing that the city hired 

James J. Hofelich, of the Hofelich Law Firm, to conduct an internal investigation.

94. Hofelich has no substantive experience in police operations or internal affairs. It’s 

unclear why North Royalton selected him to investigate potential tampering within the police 

department rather than a more experienced lawyer or an outside law-enforcement agency. But 

the North Royalton police officers’ union, Fraternal Order of Police Lodge 15’s, President 

Dennis Soltis, in a press release, alleged that Hofelich was a “personal acquaintance” of law 

director Thomas Kelly.

95. As Hofelich supposedly “investigated,” Cleveland news outlets obtained a copy of 

Officer Lowe’s letter to the Cuyahoga County Prosecutor’s Office. The outlets had yet to report 

on O’Callahan’s arrest, and, as of October 29, 2025, according to , NorthCleveland.com
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Royalton Police Department had yet to release Officer Lowe’s report.3 The news of the incident 

and potential cover-up broke on October 29, 2025, and various outlets followed up with 

additional stories in the days that followed.

3 See “North Royalton mayor orders probe over lack of felony charge in deputy chief’s arrest,” Lucas 
Daprile, CLEVELAND.COM (Oct. 29, 2025), at https://www.cleveland.com/news/2025/10/north- 
royalton-mayor-orders-probe-over-lack-of-felony-charge-in-deputy-chiefs-arrest.html.

96. That day, WKYC published a broadcast showing Officer Lowe’s report, the 

personal identifier form from O’Callahan’s arrest, the North Royalton Police Department policy 

on updating reports, a fax cover sheet from FOP Lodge 15 representative Smith, emails, and the 

formal complaint. Some of the forms had O’Callahan’s personal information, including his social 

security number.

97. Officer Lowe did not release the records to any media outlet. Nor did he ask 

anyone else to do so.

98. Sometime between October 17 and December 2, 2025, the City learned that 

Officer Lowe reported Chief Tarase and Lt. Cutler’s misconduct to the prosecutor’s office. 

RATHER THAN HOLDING CHIEF TARASE AND LT. CUTLER RESPONSIBLE FOR TAMPERING, 
DEFENDANTS WEAPONIZED INTERNAL INVESTIGATIONS AGAINST OFFICER LOWE

99. On or about December 2, 2025, Hofelich completed his supposed investigative 

report.

100. According to Hofelich, City Prosecutor McDonnell reviewed Officer Lowe’s 

report and body camera on October 14, 2025, three days after the arrest was made and the day 

Officer Lowe expected to appear in Court to testify to the felony charges. At about 2 PM—after 

Lowe already appeared at the station and was told he wasn’t needed to testify—McDonnell 

called Chief Tarase and asked him to remove the felony charges from the cover page of Lowe’s
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report.

101. The report found—and, as part of the investigation, Chief Tarase admitted—that 

Tarase and Lt. Cutler altered Officer Lowe’s report to remove the felony charges against 

O’Callahan. The pair admitted to engaging in the felonious misconduct Hofelich was hired to 

investigate.

102. Even so, Hofelich claimed that Prosecutor McDonnell, Lt. Cutler, and Chief 

Tarase did nothing wrong, and thus did not recommend any discipline against them. He 

baselessly concluded that McDonnell, as prosecutor, was authorized to reduce the charges.

103. Though McDonnell may have been authorized to exercise his discretion and 

reduce the charges, he was not authorized to change a public-record police report. Hofelich 

provided no basis for his claim.

104. Hofelich also claimed there was no wrongdoing because Officer Lowe consented 

to a reduction of charges.

105. But Officer Lowe did not consent to his report being altered.

106. Hofelich’s report mentioned nothing about improper disclosure of information.

107. Hofelich’s timeline of the events raises questions. First, he claims that 

McDonnell, Cutler, and Tarase made the decision to change the charges on October 14, 2025. 

But according to documents collected as part of a later internal investigation into Officer Lowe, a 

North Royalton Police Detective, James Nubbie, told Orange Village Police Internal Affairs by 

text on October 13, that the charges may be changed. See J. Nubbie, texts, attached as Ex. 7.

108. Orange Village Lt. Stephen Attewell replied to Detective Nubbie: “Your Chief 

mentioned you may find out about the charges this afternoon,” revealing that Chief Tarase 

talked to Orange Village Police officials on or before October 13, 2025, and then later changed
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the report to remove the felony charges. In a written statement as part of the investigation into

Officer Lowe, Chief Tarase admitted to talking to Attewell.

109. Hofelich’s report fails to mention any of this.

110. The day the Hofelich report released, Mayor Antoskiewicz, in a letter to North 

Royalton’s City Council, delivered the report’s results. Antoskiewicz claimed that Chief Tarase 

and Lt. Cutler committed no misconduct and closed the investigation against them.

111. Antoskiewicz added, though, that there would be further investigation into the 

“possible disclosure of information required to be confidential, as well as to the possibility that 

the allegations are, or may have been, the result of illegal activity.”

112. In short, he told City Council that the city would reach out to an outside agency 

to investigate Officer Lowe for blowing the whistle on Chief Tarase and Lt. Cutler’s illegal 

conduct.

113. Antoskiewicz launched that investigation in January 2026 in retaliation for 

Officer Lowe for reporting his superior officers for tampering with records. Rather than hiring 

an outsider for the investigation, Antoskiewicz tapped North Royalton’s own department.

114. Meanwhile, on December 24, 2025, police-union lawyer Brian Smith, on behalf 

of the union and Officer Lowe, faxed Ohio Attorney General Dave Yost a letter detailing Chief 

Tarase’s admission in the Hofelich investigative report, and asked BCI to investigate. Smith also 

sent a follow-up letter to Cuyahoga County Prosecuting Attorney O’Malley and the FBI.

NORTH ROYALTON OFFICIALS RETALIATED AGAINST OFFICER LOWE FOR REPORTING 

THEIR MISCONDUCT

115. On January 13, 2026, Mayor Antoskiewicz officially ordered Chief Tarase to 

launch the internal “investigation” into Officer Lowe. Tarase assigned North Royalton Lt.
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Charles Redrup and Sgt. John Stolarski of the department’s internal-affairs division to 

investigate.

116. The investigation’s scope was listed as “the potential improper release of these 

materials [the report and accompanying documents on O’Callahan’s arrest] to an individual or 

the media.”

117. As stated before, Officer Lowe did not release the report and documents to any 

media outlet. He sent them to the safety service director and his union representative who was 

helping him make his whistleblower report.

118. On January 22, 2026, Redrup, Stolarski, and outside counsel James Budzik  

interviewed Officer Lowe about the records. Union representative Smith appeared alongside 

Officer Lowe, representing him during the interview.

4

119. The trio questioned Officer Lowe about with whom he shared the records related 

to O’Callahan’s arrest. Lowe told them that he shared them with his union representative, Mr. 

Smith, and Safety Service Director/Mayor Antoskiewicz. He confirmed that he did not share 

them with the media.

120. Officer Lowe engaged in protected activity when he shared the documents with 

his union representative.

121. And any perception that he shared them with media is a perception that he spoke 

as a private citizen on matters of public concern—also protected activity.

4 Budzik may try to enter an appearance on behalf of the City of North Royalton, individual Defendants, 
or both. This would be a conflict of interest, as Budzik himself participated directly in the retaliation 
against Officer Lowe and is, at a minimum, a witness and likely culpable. That is under investigation. He 
should put his insurance carrier on notice. If he tries to enter an appearance, Plaintiff will move to 
disqualify him.
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122. So is a report to a prosecutor or another law-enforcement agency about crimes by

public officials.

123. After Stolarski and Redrup ran out of questions, Budzik asked for an intermission 

to talk to the officers. When they returned to the interview, Stolarski and Redrup had more 

questions.

124. On February 24, 2026, Redrup and Stolarski issued a report claiming that Officer 

Lowe, with Sgt. Rybicki’s help, removed and released department records without authorization. 

The report found that Lowe provided the documents to union attorney, Mr. Smith, who was 

Lowe’s union representative in the matter.

125. The report revealed that North Royalton police officials contemplated an internal 

investigation from the moment Tarase and Cutler learned of Lowe’s report to Mayor 

Antoskiewicz. Lt. Redrup, of internal affairs, was present on October 16, 2025, when law 

director Thomas Kelly contacted Chief Tarase and Lt. Cutler to inform them that Officer Lowe 

accused them of tampering with records. From the beginning, North Royalton police officials 

were plotting their retaliation, and Lt. Redrup, who supposedly impartially investigated Officer 

Lowe for releasing department records, was in on it. According to their own February 2026 

report, Lt. Redrup and Sgt. Stolarski were regularly involved in meetings on the cover-up 

throughout October.

126. The question the investigation sought to answer—how local news-media outlets 

got unredacted police documents—was never answered.

127. The report concluded there was insufficient evidence to determine who leaked the 

documents to the media. There was no evidence that Officer Lowe was the leaker.

128. As news spread about the arrest and subsequent cover-up, North Royalton’s City
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Council had questions about its police chief’s behavior. City officials responded by tarnishing

Officer Lowe’s reputation.

129. In a March 5, 2026 letter, law director Kelly finally gave the first public 

explanation for why Prosecutor James O’Donnell allegedly declined to charge O’Callahan for 

improperly handling a firearm.

130. In his letter, Kelly took unnecessary and unwarranted shots at Officer Lowe’s 

arrest and decision to charge O’Callahan with an OVI, calling them “weak.”

131. O’Callahan pleaded no contest to the OVI charge on February 23, 2026, about a 

week before Kelly’s letter.

132. Kelly also claimed that Lowe’s search of O’Callahan’s vehicle was “wholly 

improper, constitutionally infirm, and violative of the Defendants’ Fourth Amendment rights.” 

He wrote, “[t]he Prosecutor thereupon directed the Chief: ‘Don’t send the gun charges (over to 

Parma.’”

133. This allegation ignores the fact that Officer Lowe lawfully found a loaded gun in 

O’Callahan’s pocket in addition to the two guns Lowe found in his car. Even if the search violated 

the Fourth Amendment—it didn’t—Prosecutor O’Donnell could still use the evidence of the 

gun found on O’Callahan’s person to prosecute him for improper handling of a firearm. Chimel 

v. California, 295 U.S. 752, 763 (1969); U.S. v. Robinson, 414 U.S. 218, 235 (1973).

134. Kelly added that he fully supported O’Donnell’s decision not to prosecute.

DEFENDANTS FIRED OFFICER LOWE

135. On March 16, 2026, Mayor Antoskiewicz, Officer Redrup, Officer Stolarski, and 

outside attorney Budzik called Officer Lowe in for a meeting. There, Antoskiewicz and Budzik 

informed Lowe that he was going to be fired and gave him a notice of disciplinary action.
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136. Budzik had Stolarski read off the narrative from his investigative report. Budzik 

reaffirmed repeatedly that Officer Lowe supposedly violated department policies.

137. In the notice of disciplinary action, Antoskiewicz claimed Officer Lowe 

improperly released police records in violation of his oath of office, department rules, and the 

city’s public-records policy.

138. Antoskiewicz laid out the City’s version of events surrounding the improper­

handling charge’s deletion.

139. He claimed that, after the arrest, Prosecutor McDonnell reviewed the body­

camera footage. Antoskiewicz claimed that prosecutor McDonnell did not pursue the improper­

handling charges because “it was highly likely the City could not prove the charges,” even though 

O’Callahan was visibly intoxicated, had a gun on him, and had a gun within reach of the driver’s 

seat.

140. Again, the City admitted that McDonnell told Chief Tarase and Lt. Cutler to 

remove the felony charges from the charges tab in the Sundance system and update the report. 

McDonnell claimed the charges were not viable because Officer Lowe (1) didn’t report smelling 

alcohol, and (2) O’Callahan refused a breathalyzer test and to do roadside-sobriety tests, as is his 

constitutional right. McDonnell gave no other reasons for why the video footage of O’Callahan 

slurring his speech, admitting he drank some amount of alcohol, walking off-balance, and being 

unable to recognize someone right in front of his face would not be enough to convict. And, Det. 

Zahursky wrote in his BMV 2255 report that he smelled on O’Callahan the odor of an alcoholic 

beverage.

141. Even if this were true—and it wasn’t and was indeed misleading—Officer Lowe’s 

original report was a public record. Permanently altering it is not allowed under Ohio law. And,
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as explained above, this violated North Royalton Police Department’s own policies regarding

records.

142. In the notice, Antoskiewicz also noted the media attention surrounding

O’Callahan’s case and the subsequent follow-up. Antoskiewicz wrote the following:

On October 28 and 29, 2025, the City received multiple records requests from 
local media stations for the charges against Mr. O'Callahan. On WKYC (NBC), Channel 
3 broadcast report on October 29,2025, the formal complaint against Mr, O’Callahan 
was shown, un redacted, in fufi view on the screen. A person is shown holding a sheaf 
of papers and leafs through them on camera revealing Mr. O'Callahan's unredacted, 
personal identifier form, NRPD policy 322, a fax cover sheet from FOP Lodge Attorney 
Brian J. Smith, various emails and the unredacted formal complaint against Mr, 
O’Callahan. The originals of police documents are kept by the NRPD Records and 
would not be released to anyone, including the media. Such records in the media 
stories were unredacted and were not released by the NRPD Records Room after 
necessary and required redactions. Subsequently, proper records requests from the 
media were provided redacted copies of records.

143. Antoskiwicz tried to connect the dots between Officer Lowe’s whistleblower 

report and media outlets receiving documents showing Lt. Cutler and Chief Tarase’s 

wrongdoing, even though the investigation yielded no evidence that Officer Lowe ever spoke to 

the media.

144. Indeed, in a letter accompanying the investigation report, Chief Tarase admitted 

that it’s unclear how the documents reached the news media. There was no evidence that Officer 

Lowe gave any documents to the media.

145. Still, Defendants were punishing Officer Lowe for something he did not do.

146. The entire investigation was pretextual. Antoskiewicz claimed that Hofelich’s 

report on Chief Tarase and Lt. Cutler mentioned “that it appeared records may have been 

released in an improper manner.” In fact, the report mentions no such thing.
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147. In Antoskiewicz’s disciplinary notice, he concluded that Officer Lowe improperly 

released records when he sent them to his union representative, Smith, and even Antoskiewicz,

the City’s safety service director and mayor, within Officer Lowe’s chain of command.

148. In a weak, pretextual excuse for firing Officer Lowe, Antoskiewicz wrote, “[y]ou 

are not being recommended for disciplinary action because you filed a complaint. The complaint 

you filed did, however, contain NRPD records which you obtained and disseminated 

improperly.”

149. Essentially, Antoskiewicz admitted he was firing Officer Lowe for the contents of 

his report—for sending proof of felony crimes to the person to whom, under Ohio law, he was 

supposed to blow the whistle.

150. Under R.C. 4113.52(A)(1)(f), if an employer fails to correct the action the 

whistleblower reported within 24 hours, “the person may file a written report that provides 

sufficient detail to identify and describe the violation with the prosecuting authority of the 

county or municipal corporation where the violation occurred.”

151. That day, Chief Tarase placed Officer Lowe on administrative leave.

152. The move was shocking, especially considering that Tarase previously failed to 

discipline a female records clerk—one that he is reportedly “obsessed with” —for releasing 

confidential, unredacted records. The previous year, a records clerk failed to redact a domestic 

violence witness’s address, and officers had to patrol the victim’s street once an hour to ensure her 

safety. Chief Tarase and Mayor Antoskiewicz failed to discipline her.

5

5 See Bob Sandrick, “North Royalton City Council may contact Ohio Attorney General regarding police 
misconduct accusations,” CLEVELAND.COM (May 6, 2026), at
https://www.cleveland.com/community/2026/05/north-royalton-city-council-may-contact-ohio-  
attorney-general-regarding-police-misconduct-allegations.html.
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153. On March 26, 2026, at the police station, Chief Tarase held a meeting for North 

Royalton officers. Complete with PowerPoint, Tarase gave an entire presentation on why he was 

in the right when he tampered with Officer Lowe’s report. He painted Officer Lowe out to be an 

incompetent officer who performed a poor stop.

154. He made the presentation to a different group of officers on April 9, 2026.

155. Antoskiewicz ultimately followed through on his threats and terminated Officer 

Lowe on April 14, 2026.

156. Officer Lowe has since struggled to find a new job in law enforcement. Every 

time he applies for a job, he must disclose that he was fired from North Royalton Police 

Department.

157. Ever obsessed with media coverage of the cover-up, on April 15, 2026, police 

officials put out a public press release about firing officer Lowe and demoting Sgt. Rybicki for 

helping him, thus seeking to destroy his reputation.

158. Since felony-charge cover-up received publicity, many North Royalton citizens 

have raised their concerns through letters, calls, and at city-council meetings about the police 

department’s misplaced priorities and potential corruption, and the chief and mayor’s 

misconduct.

CLAIM 1
FIRST AMENDMENT RETALIATION UNDER 42 U.S.C. § 1983 

(AGAINST DEFENDANTS TARASE, AND ANTOSKIEWICZ)

159. Plaintiff incorporates all previous allegations.

160. Officer Lowe was a public employee, who Defendants believe engaged in 

protected activity by speaking out about a matter of public concern—the attempted cover-up of a 

fellow police officer’s felony criminal activity. It has been clearly established law for decades that 
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public employees have the right to communicate about matters of public concern and that public 

officials may not retaliate against people, including public employees, for protected speech. All 

public officials have been charged with knowing that public employees may not be disciplined for 

engaging in protected speech on matters of public concern. Despite department policies 

regarding confidentiality, this prohibition specifically includes public officials’ inability to 

lawfully discipline or target employees who speak out, as such department policies cannot 

supersede employees’ constitutional rights.

161. A person does not actually have to engage in protected activity to be protected 

from retaliation. Defendants’ mistaken belief that an individual exercised his First Amendment 

rights brings that individual within the constitutional protection. Heffernan v. City of Paterson, 

578 U.S. 266, 266–67 (2016).

162. Officer Lowe’s ordinary official duties did not involve communicating with the 

media. Had he shared information with the media about the cover-up and O’Callahan’s arrest, it 

would have been in his capacity as a private citizen and not as part of his ordinary job 

responsibilities. Buddenberg v. Weisdack, 939 F.3d 732, 740 (6th Cir. 2019).

163. The publicized information about which Defendants were angry—documents 

showing that Lt. Cutler and Chief Tarase tampered with Officer Lowe’s report to delete the 

felony charge against O’Callahan—was on a matter of public concern and was of legitimate news 

interest in the community. Since felony-charge cover-up received publicity, many North 

Royalton citizens have raised their concerns through letters, calls, and at city-council meetings 

about the police department’s misplaced priorities and potential corruption, and the chief and 

mayor’s misconduct.
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164. Defendants engaged in at least the following acts of retaliation that would chill a

person of ordinary firmness, including, but not limited to, the following:

a. Subjecting Officer Lowe to an investigation into whether he had shared 

information and public records with the media;

b. Placing him on administrative leave;

c. Going on a coordinated public smear campaign to tarnish his reputation as 

a police officer; and

d. Ultimately firing him.

165. The adverse actions described above were sufficient to deter a person of ordinary 

firmness from continuing to engage in the alleged protected conduct.

166. Defendants retaliated against Officer Lowe for—in their best belief and despite 

an investigation to the contrary—causing negative publicity by sharing information with the 

media and others, thus exposing Chief Tarase and Lt. Cutler’s attempt to protect a fellow officer 

by deleting a felony charge from a public record. Their belief that Officer Lowe was responsible 

for this information being shared with the press was a substantial or motivating factor in their 

decision to begin the “investigation” and to eventually fire him.

167. The retaliation was explicitly linked to Defendants’ belief that Officer Lowe 

released public records to the public. That was the stated scope of the investigation that 

ultimately led to Officer Lowe’s firing. And, in the notice of discipline, Mayor Antoskiewicz 

linked the discipline to the public release of the documents.

168. Defendants also violated Officer Lowe’s rights when they retaliated against him 

for reporting Chief Tarase and Lt. Cutler’s conduct to the Cuyahoga County prosecutor’s office, 

BCI, and the FBI.
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169. Officer Lowe engaged in protected activity when he reported the attempted 

cover-up of a fellow police officer’s felony criminal activity. It is clearly established law that 

public employees have the right to communicate about matters of public concern and that public 

officials may not retaliate against them for that protected speech.

170. Officer Lowe’s ordinary duties did not involve communicating with the county 

prosecutor’s office, BCI, or the FBI. His speech on Tarase and Cutler’s misconduct constituted 

speech as a private citizen. Buddenberg v. Weisdack, 939 F.3d 732, 740 (6th Cir. 2019).

171. Defendants retaliated against Officer Lowe for seeking prosecution for Cutler and 

Tarase’s criminal acts. Their knowledge of these reports was a substantial or motivating factor in 

their decision to begin the “investigation” and to eventually fire him.

172. As a direct and proximate result of Defendants’ retaliation, Officer Lowe has 

suffered and will continue to suffer economic and non-economic damages for which Defendants 

are liable, including, but not limited to, pain and suffering, emotional distress, inconvenience, the 

loss of salary, wages, and benefits, and other terms, privileges, and conditions of employment.

173. Defendants’ acts were wanton, willful, egregious, malicious, and are worthy of 

substantial action to punish and deter them and others from engaging in this type of unlawful 

conduct.

CLAIM 2
MONELL LIABILITY UNDER 42 U.S.C. § 1983 

(AGAINST DEFENDANT CITY OF NORTH ROYALTON)

174. Plaintiff incorporates all previous allegations.

175. Defendants Antoskiewicz and Tarase—as the mayor/safety-service director and 

police chief—are sufficiently empowered public officials that their acts constitute official policies 
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and practices of the City of North Royalton. They are final decisionmakers with respect to 

discipline and employment status.

176. Based on a mistaken belief that Officer Lowe engaged in protected speech, the 

individual Defendants instituted a campaign of retaliation that ended in Officer Lowe’s firing 

from the police department.

177. This retaliation was the official policy of the city of North Royalton.

178. Defendant City has failed to provide the relevant personnel with training on the 

First Amendment and its protections—including the prohibition on retaliating against public 

employees for protected speech.

179. Defendant City failed to do this despite its primary outside counsel, James 

Budzik, himself having been a defendant in a First Amendment–retaliation case. See Buddenberg 

v. Weisdack, 939 F.3d 732, 741–42 (6th Cir. 2019).

180. As a direct and proximate result of Defendants’ retaliation, Officer Lowe has 

suffered and will continue to suffer economic and non-economic damages for which Defendants 

are liable, including, but not limited to, pain and suffering, emotional distress, inconvenience, the 

loss of salary, wages, and benefits, and other terms, privileges, and conditions of employment.

CLAIM 3
FIRST AMENDMENT RETALIATION UNDER 42 U.S.C. § 1983 

(AGAINST DEFENDANTS TARASE AND ANTOSKIEWICZ)

181. Plaintiff incorporates all previous allegations.

182. Officer Lowe engaged in protected activity when he included his union 

representative, Brian Smith, on his whistleblower report to mayor Antoskiewicz.

183. It has been clearly established law for decades that public employees have a right 

to communicate about matters of public concern and that public officials may not retaliate 
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against people, including public employees, for protected speech. Speaking out about potential 

corruption is speaking on a matter of public concern.

184. In the Sixth Circuit, it is clearly established law that “speech in connection with 

union activities is speech ‘as a citizen’ for the purposes of the First Amendment.” Boulton v. 

Swanson, 795 F.3d 526, 534 (6th Cir. 2015).

185. Defendants engaged in the following acts of retaliation that would chill a person 

of ordinary firmness, including, but not limited to, the following:

a. Subjecting Officer Lowe to an investigation into whether he had shared 

information and public records with the media;

b. Placing him on administrative leave;

c. Going on a coordinated smear campaign to tarnish his reputation as a 

police officer; and

d. Ultimately firing him.

186. The adverse actions described above were sufficient to deter a person of ordinary 

firmness from continuing to engage in the alleged protected conduct.

187. Defendants retaliated against Officer Lowe for sharing with his union 

representative, Smith, documents showing Chief Tarase and Lt. Cutler’s attempt to protect a 

fellow officer by deleting from a public record a felony charge. This was a substantial or 

motivating factor in their decision to fire Officer Lowe.

188. The retaliation was explicitly linked to Officer Lowe’s act of including Smith on 

his whistleblower report. Mayor Antoskiewicz said as much in his disciplinary report.

189. As a direct and proximate result of Defendants’ retaliation, Officer Lowe has 

suffered and will continue to suffer economic and non-economic damages for which Defendants 
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are liable, including, but not limited to, pain and suffering, emotional distress, inconvenience, the 

loss of salary, wages, and benefits, and other terms, privileges, and conditions of employment.

190. Defendants’ acts were wanton, willful, egregious, malicious, and are worthy of 

substantial action to punish and deter them and others from engaging in this type of unlawful 

conduct.

CLAIMS 4(A THROUGH F)
CIVIL LIABILITY FOR CRIMINAL ACTS UNDER R.C. 2307.60(A)(1) AND COMPLICITY AND 

AIDING AND ABETTING UNDER R.C. 2923.03
(AGAINST DEFENDANTS TARASE AND ANTOSKIEWICZ.)

(A) R.C. 2921.45 (INTERFERENCE WITH CIVIL AND STATUTORY RIGHTS)

(B) R.C. 2921.04(A) (INTIMIDATION OF ATTORNEY, VICTIM, OR WITNESS TO A 

CRIMINAL ACT)

(C)R.C. 2921.05 (RETALIATING AGAINST A WITNESS) 

(D)R.C. 2921.03(A) AND (C) (INTIMIDATION)

(E) R.C. 2913.42(A)(1) (TAMPERING WITH RECORDS)

(F) R.C. 2921.13(A)(2) AND (3) (FALSIFICATION)

191. Plaintiff incorporates all previous allegations.

192. R.C. 2307.60 provides: “Anyone injured in person or property by a criminal act 

has, and may recover full damages in, a civil action. R.C. 2307.60(A)(1). Section 2307.60 

“independently authorize[s] a civil action for damages caused by criminal acts.” Jacobson v. 

Kaforey, 149 Ohio St. 3d 398, 399 (2016). And no proof of an underlying criminal conviction is 

required when bringing a civil action under § 2307.60. Buddenberg v. Weisdack, 161 Ohio St. 3d 

160, 2020-Ohio-3832, 161 N.E.3d 603, ¶ 11.
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193. For the Court’s convenience, criminal acts Defendants committed or were 

complicit in are consolidated under this single claim, although any single one of them would 

establish separate civil liability under § 2307.60.

194. Under R.C. 2921.45 (Interfering with civil rights), “[n]o public servant, under 

color of the public servant’s office, employment, or authority, shall knowingly deprive, or 

conspire or attempt to deprive any person of a constitutional or statutory right.”

195. Defendants, along with James Budzik and Prosecutor McDonnell, deprived 

Officer Lowe of his civil rights and conspired to do so when they fired him in retaliation for 

speaking to his union representative. Alternatively, Defendants deprived Officer Lowe of his 

rights when they fired him in retaliation for his perceived speech—their mistaken assumption 

that he spoke with the media and gave them documents showing Chief Tarase and Lt. Cutler’s 

misconduct—or his speech to the Cuyahoga County prosecutor, BCI, or the FBI.

196. Under R.C. § 2921.04(A) (intimidation of attorney, victim or witness), “no 

person shall knowingly attempt to intimidate a witness to a criminal or delinquent act by reason 

of the person being a witness to that act.”

197. Defendants knowingly attempted to intimidate Officer Lowe, who witnessed 

Chief Tarase and Lt. Cutler’s corrupt and criminal actions, by launching an investigation into 

him and ultimately firing him. Defendants continue this campaign of intimidation by continuing 

to smear Officer Lowe’s name and reputation, which will affect his ability to find another job in 

law enforcement.

198. Under R.C. § 2921.05(A) (retaliation), “[n]o person, purposely and by force or by 

unlawful threat of harm to any person or property, shall retaliate against a … witness who was 

involved in a civil or criminal action or proceeding because the … witness discharged the duties
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of the … witness.

199. Defendants purposely retaliated against Officer Lowe when they threatened to 

fire him—and ultimately did—taking away his salary and benefits because he was a witness to 

their criminal activity.

200. Under R.C. § 2913.42(A)(1) (tampering with records), “[n]o person, knowing 

the person has no privilege to do so, and with purpose to defraud or knowing that the person is 

facilitating a fraud, shall do any of the following: (1) Falsify, destroy, remove, conceal, alter, 

deface, or mutilate any writing, computer software, data, or record.”

201. Defendants, with purpose to defraud or knowing that they were facilitating a 

fraud, falsified writings, data, and records, knowing them to have been tampered with, by 

creating false documentation that Officer Lowe had somehow done something wrong by 

blowing the whistle on Chief Tarase and Lt. Cutler for tampering with public records.

202. These falsified writings and records include, but are not limited to, Hofelich’s 

report discrediting Officer Lowe’s reports and the city’s documentation stemming from the 

investigation into Officer Lowe claiming that Officer Lowe incorrectly released police 

documents.

203. Under R.C. § 2921.13(A)(2), (3) (falsification), “[n]o person shall knowingly 

make a false statement, or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement previously 

made, when any of the following applies: … (2) The statement is made with purpose to 

incriminate another; (3) The statement is made with purpose to mislead a public official in 

performing the public official’s official function.”

204. Defendants engaged and are continuing to engage in falsification by creating and 

causing to be made false oral and written statements that Officer Lowe had improperly revealed 
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confidential police records and that, in doing so, he violated the department’s policies and 

procedures. They made and are making these statements with the purpose to incriminate Officer 

Lowe and with the purpose to mislead public officials in performing their official functions.

205. These false, gaslighting statements include, but are not limited to, Hofelich’s 

report discrediting Officer Lowe’s reports and the city’s documentation stemming from the 

investigation into Officer Lowe claiming that Officer Lowe incorrectly released police 

documents.

206. R.C. 2923.03 criminalizes various forms of complicity, including conspiring with 

another to commit an offense, aiding and abetting another, and causing an otherwise innocent 

person to commit an offense.

207. Defendants were complicit with one another, as well as outside attorney Budzik, 

prosecutor McDonnell, and Lt. Cutler, in plotting and performing these actions.

208. As a direct and proximate result of Defendants’ actions, Officer Lowe has suffered 

and will continue to suffer economic and non-economic damages for which the named 

Defendants are liable, including, but not limited to, pain and suffering; the loss of salary, wages, 

and benefits; and other terms, privileges, and conditions of employment.

PRAYER FOR RELIEF

For the above reasons, Plaintiff respectfully requests the following relief from the Court:

A. Declare that Defendants’ acts and conduct constitute violations of state law;

B. Enter judgment in Mr. Lowe’s favor on all claims for relief;

C. Award Mr. Lowe full compensatory damages, both economic and non-economic, 

and including, but not limited to, damages for back pay, front pay, pain and 
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suffering, mental anguish, emotional distress, humiliation, reputational harm, and 

inconvenience that he has suffered and is reasonably certain to suffer in the future;

D. Award Mr. Lowe punitive damages as appropriate for all intentional and 

malicious violations of state-law rights;

E. Award Mr. Lowe liquidated damages as appropriate under Ohio law;

F. Award Mr. Lowe pre-judgment and post-judgment interest at the highest lawful

rate;

G. Award Mr. Lowe his reasonable attorney fees and all other costs of this suit 

(including expert fees);

H. Award all other relief in law or equity to which Mr. Lowe is entitled and that the

Court deems equitable, just, or proper.

JURY DEMAND

Plaintiff Spencer Lowe demands a trial by jury on all issues within this complaint.

Date: May 13, 2026 Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Subodh Chandra_______________  
Subodh Chandra (0069233) 
Emily Bohatch (0106217)
THE CHANDRA LAW FIRM LLC 
The Chandra Law Building 

1265 W. 6th Street, Suite 400 
Cleveland, Ohio 44113-1326 
888.500.5025 Phone
Subodh.Chandra@ChandraLaw.com 
Emily.Bohatch@ChandraLaw.com

Attorneys for Plaintiff Spencer Lowe
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Exhibit 1A

(Body camera footage manually filed with theCourt)
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Exhibit 1B

(Body camera footage manually filed with the Court)
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Exhibit 1C

(Body camera footage manually filed with the Court)
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09:49
Bryan M

report.

8500-10%
7/30/25 @ 1330hrs

09:51

09:51

No problem 09:52

Wed, Oct 8 at 08:21

Paperwork is ready for ya 08:21

I missed your txt sir 08:57

Tue, Oct 14 at 08:03

Is my paperwork ready by chance? 08:03

For Patrick? 08:09

08:09

McDonnell told me to hold off on 
sending

08:09

Tue, Oct 14 at 09:26

Any updates? 09:26

Not yet 09:28

Tue, Oct 14 at 20:45

iMessage
EXHIBIT
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Exhibit 4 

(Recording manually filed with the Court)
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From: Larry Antoskiewicz mayorantoskiewicz@northroyalton.org ■
Subject: RE: Written report under R.C. 4113.52(A)(1)(f): suspected felonies involving alteration/destruction of a police record

Date: October 16, 2025 at 1:27 PM
To: Spencer Lowe

Patrolman Lowe, Thank You for your e-mail. I have referred it to the Law Department for 
their advice and guidance.

Mayor Larry Antoskiewicz
City of North Royalton
14600 State Road
North Royalton, Ohio 44133
(440) 237-5686
mayorantoskiewicz@northroyalton.org

From: Spencer Lowe
Sent: Wednesday, October 15, 2025 9:14 PM
To: Larry Antoskiewicz <mayorantoskiewicz@northroyalton.org>
Cc: Brian J. Smith <bsmith@smithtriallawyers.com>
Subject: Written report under R.C. 4113.52(A)(1)(f): suspected felonies involving 
alteration/destruction of a police record

Caution: This is an external email and has a suspicious subject or content. Please take 
care when clicking links or opening attachments. When in doubt, contact your IT 
Department

Mayor Larry,

I am reporting what I reasonably believe to be felony violations that our employer has 
authority to correct.

Incident/File: [Incident 2500937, October 11, 2025, at approximately 2356 hrs. arrestee 
Patrick O’Callahan

What occurred: On October 11, 2025, at approximately 2356 hrs., I observed a black
sedan commit multiple moving violations to include speeding in excess of 55mph in a 
posted 35mph zone. After initiating a traffic stop, I observed the operator identified as 
Patrick O’Callahan, to be impaired. I conducted and OVI investigation where Patrick 
would not complete any SFST’s and was obviously impaired. He was subsequently 
arrested. Upon the arrest, a handgun was located in his front right pants pocket. Also, 
there was a handgun located in the center console and a duty pistol located in the back 
seat. After my narrative was approved, Chief Tarase and Lt Cutler accessed the RMS 
and deleted material from my report that documented the traffic stop/arrest of Deputy 
Chief Patrick O’Callahan to include Improper Handling 2923.16 a felony of the fourth
degree.

EXHIBIT
Electronically Filed 05/14/2026 14:50 / / CV 26 138852 / Confirmation Nbr. 3854478 / CLYM1
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Why this is unlawful: The conduct appears to constitute Tampering with Records (R.C. 
2913.42(B)(4)) because it altered/destroyed a government record with purpose to 
defraud/facilitate fraud; and Tampering with Evidence (R.C. 2921.12) because a 
proceeding was in progress or likely and the change impaired the record’s value. It may 
also constitute Obstructing Justice/Official Business and Dereliction of Duty.

Request for corrective action: Please (1) restore the narrative to its approved form; (2) 
preserve all related records and RMS audit logs; (3) refer for outside criminal review; and 
(4) confirm these steps in writing.

Preservation notice: Per R.C. 149.351, do not remove or destroy any related records 
(narrative versions, approvals, emails, messages, audit logs).

Respectfully Submitted,
Ptl. Spencer Lowe 5434
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EXHIBIT 
6

SUITE 215
20545 CENTER RIDGE RD 
ROCKY RIVER, OH 44116 

Phone: 800-641-1970
Fax: 855-241-0700

BrianSmithLaw.com

FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL

To: Michael C. O’Malley Fax #: 216-698-2270

From: Brian J. Smith Fax #: (855) 241-0700

Pages: [ 19 ] Inclusive Date: October 17, 2025

Re: North Royalton Patrolman Spencer Lowe
Whistleblower Notice Under R.C. 4113.52(A)(1)(f)

If you do not receive all pages indicated, please call us at (800) 641-1970

The information contained in this facsimile is confidential and intended solely for the above 
named individual or entity. If you have received this facsimile in error, please notify the sender 

immediately. Thank you.
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The Law Offices of

BrianJ. Smith, ltd.
Attorneys at Law

October 17, 2025

SENT VIA FAX (216-698-2270)

Michael C. O’Malley, Esq.
Cuyahoga County Prosecutor 
The Justice Center
1200 Ontario Street, 9th Floor 
Cleveland, OH 44113

Re: North Royalton Patrolman Spencer Lowe
Whistleblower Notice Under R.C. 4113.52(A)(1)(f)

Dear Prosecutor O’Malley:

I represent Fraternal Order of Police Lodge 15 and Patrolman Spencer Lowe. Enclosed 
please find Patrolman Lowe’s written notice under R.C. 4113.52(A)(1)(f), along with supporting 
documentation.

By way of background, North Royalton Patrolman Lowe conducted a traffic stop on 
Orange Village Deputy Chief Patrick O’Callahan on October 11, 2025. The Deputy Chief was 
found to be impaired and in possession of multiple firearms. Patrolman Lowe placed him under 
arrest, proceeded with an OVI charge, a traffic citation, and prepared a felony charge under R.C. 
2923.16 for Improper Handling of a Firearm. Patrolman Lowe then completed his narrative 
report, which was approved by his sergeant and included the felony charge. While awaiting 
further proceedings on the felony charge, he was informed that the city’s prosecutor directed him 
to “hold off.” It was later discovered that his report and narrative had been altered without his 
knowledge or consent, with material information deleted. The city’s RMS software confirms that 
records indicate North Royalton Chief Tarase and Lt. Cutler accessed Patrolman Lowe’s report 
and changes were made, or they acted as conspirators in the alteration. Screenshots are available 
that verify Tarase and Cutler’s access to the report. It has also been confirmed that the felony 
charge was never pursued against Deputy Chief O’Callahan.

While Patrolman Lowe is not in possession of a hard copy of the original report, there are 
individuals within the department, including his approving sergeant, who can confirm the 
alteration. You will also find attached supporting documentation. In addition, the RMS auditing 
software will confirm the access history and deletions. Patrolman Lowe does not have access to 
those auditing tools, but his union and counsel are in possession of screenshots corroborating the 
access by Tarase and Cutler. Your office can also obtain complete audit records through a 
preservation and production order.

The Law Offices of Brian J. Smith, ltd.
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Patrolman Lowe has fully complied with the statute. He made an oral and written report 
to the Mayor of North Royalton on October 15, 2025. On October 16, 2025, the Mayor replied 
only that the matter had been referred to the Law Department, without corrective action or 
preservation of records. The 24-hour statutory period has now expired and the matter is properly 
before your office.

The conduct alleged appears to implicate multiple felony statutes, including Tampering 
with Records, Tampering with Evidence, Obstructing Justice, and Dereliction of Duty. We 
respectfully request that your office initiate an independent criminal investigation and 
immediately issue preservation orders to the City of North Royalton to secure RMS audit logs, 
report histories, and related communications.

Should you require additional information or sworn testimony, please contact me 
directly.

cc: Cuyahoga County Sheriff’s Office
Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI)

The Law Offices of Brian J. Smith, ltd.
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Date: October 17, 2025

To: Michael C. O’Malley
Cuyahoga County Prosecutor
The Justice Center
1200 Ontario Street, 9th Floor
Cleveland, OH 44113
Fax: (216)698-2270

From: Patrolman Spencer Lowe #5434
North Royalton Police Department

Subject: Written Notice under R.C. 4113.52(A)(1)(f) - Suspected Felonies Involving
Alteration/Destruction of Police Records

Dear Prosecutor O’Malley:

Pursuant to Ohio’s Whistleblower Statute, R.C. 4113.52(A)(1)(f), I hereby submit this written 
notice reporting suspected felonies involving the alteration and destruction of my approved 
police narrative.

Incident Information

• Incident Number: 2500937
• Date/Time: October 11, 2025, approx. 23:56 hrs
• Arrestee: Patrick Jeremiah O’Callahan, Deputy Chief of Police in Orange Village, Ohio 
• Charges filed: OVI arrest; Improper Handling of a Firearm (R.C. 2923.16(D)( I), F-4)

Summary of Conduct
I stopped and arrested Mr. O’Callahan following moving violations and an OVI 
investigation. During the arrest, multiple loaded firearms were recovered, including a 
duty weapon. My narrative was completed and formally approved in the RMS system. 
Records indicate that Chief Tarase and Lt. Cutler accessed the RMS and deleted 
portions of my report, including reference to the arrest and the Improper Handling 
of Firearm charge, or acted as conspirators in the alteration.

Why this is unlawful

This conduct appears to constitute:

• Tampering with Records (R.C. 2913.42(B)(4));
• Tampering with Evidence (R.C. 2921.12);
• Obstructing Justice (R.C. 2921.32);
• Obstructing Official Business (R.C. 2921.31); and
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• Dereliction of Duly (R,C. 2921.44).

Internal Reporting
On October 15, 2025, 1 submitted an oral and written report to Mayor Larry 
Antoskiewicz. On October 16, 2025, the Mayor responded only that the matter was 
referred to the Law Department, without corrective action or preservation of records. The 
statutory 24-hour period has now expired without compliance.

Request
I respectfully request your office:

1. Open an independent investigation into Chief Tarase and Lt. Cutler’s conduct;
2. Issue preservation orders to the City of North Royalton for RMS audit logs, prior

drafts, approvals, and communications related to this report; and
3. Take appropriate prosecutorial action to ensure accountability and preserve the 

integrity of the pending O’Callahan prosecution.

Attachments

1. Written report to Mayor (Oct. 15, 2025)
2. Mayor’s response (Oct. 16, 2025)
3. Supporting case documents

Respectfully submitted,

Patrolman Spencer Lowe #5434
North Royalton Police Department

cc: Cuyahoga County Sheriff’s Office
Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI)
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ers.com

From: Spencer Lowe
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Wednesday, October 15, 2025 9:14 PM 
mayorantoskiewicz@northroyalton.org 
Brian J. Smith

Subject: Written report under R.C. 4113.52(A)(1)(f): suspected felonies involving alteration/destruction of a 
police record

Attachments: image0.jpeg; image1.jpeg; image2.jpeg; image3.jpeg; image4.jpeg; image5.jpeg; Untitled attachment 
01936.txt

Flag Status: Flagged

Mayor Larry,

I am reporting what I reasonably believe to be felony violations that our employer has authority to 
correct.

Incident/File: [Incident 2500937, October 11, 2025, at approximately 2356 hrs. arrestee Patrick 
O’Callahan

What occurred: On October 11, 2025, at approximately 2356 hrs., I observed a black sedan commit 
multiple moving violations to include speeding in excess of 55mph in a posted 35mph zone. After 
initiating a traffic stop, I observed the operator identified as Patrick O’Callahan, to be impaired. I 
conducted and OVI investigation where Patrick would not complete any SFST’s and was obviously 
impaired. He was subsequently arrested. Upon the arrest, a handgun was located in his front right 
pants pocket. Also, there was a handgun located in the center console and a duty pistol located in the 
back seat. After my narrative was approved, Chief Tarase and Lt Cutler accessed the RMS and 
deleted material from my report that documented the traffic stop/arrest of Deputy Chief Patrick 
O’Callahan to include Improper Handling 2923.16 a felony of the fourth degree.

Why this is unlawful: The conduct appears to constitute Tampering with Records (R.C. 2913.42(B)(4)) 
because it altered/destroyed a government record with purpose to defraud/facilitate fraud; and 
Tampering with Evidence (R.C. 2921.12) because a proceeding was in progress or likely and the 
change impaired the record’s value. It may also constitute Obstructing Justice/Official Business and 
Dereliction of Duty.

Request for corrective action: Please (1) restore the narrative to its approved form; (2) preserve all 
related records and RMS audit logs; (3) refer for outside criminal review; and (4) confirm these steps 
in writing.

Preservation notice: Per R.C. 149.351, do not remove or destroy any related records (narrative 
versions, approvals, emails, messages, audit logs).

Respectfully Submitted, 
Ptl. Spencer Lowe 5434
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bsmith@smithtriallawyers.com

From: Spencer Lowe
Sent:
To:

Thursday, October 16, 2025 3:23 PM 
Brian J. Smith

Subject: Fwd: Written report under R.C. 4113.52(A)(1)(f): suspected felonies involving alteration/destruction of 
a police record

Flag Status: Flagged

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Larry Antoskiewicz <mayorantoskiewicz@northroyalton.org>
Date: October 16, 2025 at 13:27:53 EDT
To: Spencer Lowe
Subject: RE: Written report under R.C. 4113.52(A)(1)(f): suspected felonies involving 
alteration/destruction of a police record

Patrolman Lowe, Thank You for your e-mail. I have referred it to the Law Department for their advice 
and guidance.

Mayor Larry Antoskiewicz
City of North Royalton
14600 State Road
North Royalton, Ohio 44133
(440) 237-5686
mayorantoskiewicz@northroyalton.org

From: Spencer Lowe
Sent: Wednesday, October 15, 2025 9:14 PM
To: Larry Antoskiewicz <mayorantoskiewicz@northroyalton.org>
Cc: Brian J. Smith <bsmith@smithtriallawyers.com>
Subject: Written report under R.C. 4113.52(A)(1)(f): suspected felonies involving alteration/destruction 
of a police record

Caution: This is an external email and has a suspicious subject or content. Please take care when 
clicking links or opening attachments. When in doubt, contact your IT Department

Mayor Larry,
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I am reporting what I reasonably believe to be felony violations that our employer has authority to 
correct.

Incident/File: [Incident 2500937, October 11, 2025, at approximately 2356 hrs. arrestee Patrick 
O’Callahan

What occurred: On October 11, 2025, at approximately 2356 hrs., I observed a black sedan commit 
multiple moving violations to include speeding in excess of 55mph in a posted 35mph zone. After 
initiating a traffic stop, I observed the operator identified as Patrick O’Callahan, to be impaired. I 
conducted and OVI investigation where Patrick would not complete any SFST’s and was obviously 
impaired. He was subsequently arrested. Upon the arrest, a handgun was located in his front right 
pants pocket. Also, there was a handgun located in the center console and a duty pistol located in 
the back seat. After my narrative was approved, Chief Tarase and Lt Cutler accessed the RMS and 
deleted material from my report that documented the traffic stop/arrest of Deputy Chief Patrick 
O’Callahan to include Improper Handling 2923.16 a felony of the fourth degree.

Why this is unlawful: The conduct appears to constitute Tampering with Records (R.C. 
2913.42(B)(4)) because it altered/destroyed a government record with purpose to defraud/facilitate 
fraud; and Tampering with Evidence (R.C. 2921.12) because a proceeding was in progress or likely 
and the change impaired the record’s value. It may also constitute Obstructing Justice/Official 
Business and Dereliction of Duty.

Request for corrective action: Please (1) restore the narrative to its approved form; (2) preserve all 
related records and RMS audit logs; (3) refer for outside criminal review; and (4) confirm these 
steps in writing.

Preservation notice: Per R.C. 149.351, do not remove or destroy any related records (narrative 
versions, approvals, emails, messages, audit logs).

Respectfully Submitted, 
Ptl. Spencer Lowe 5434
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IN THE PARMA MUNICIPAL COURT 
CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO

STATE OF OHIO
CITY OF NORTH ROYALTON

VS.
Patrick Jeremiah O’Callahan
Defenciant’s Name

Defendant’s Address

DOB: SSN

CIF Number :
Case Number:

COMPLAINT
(RULE 4)

Die undersigned complainant, being duly sworn, states on or about October 11111, 2025, 
within the City of North Royalton, Cuyahoga County, Ohio, Patrick Jeremiah O’Callahan did knowingly 
transport or have a loaded handgun in a motor vehicle while under the influence of alcohol.

TO WIT: Patrick Jeremiah O’Callahan did have a loaded Taurus TCP 380 with a 6-round 
magazine in his front right pants pocket. Patrick Jeremiah O’Callahan did have a loaded Smith and Wesson 
M&P9 Shield Plus in the center console and a loaded Glock 17 in his vehicle which was accessible to him. 
This occurred at Dover Farms Dr. and Royalton Rd, in the City of North Royalton, Cuyahoga County. State of 
Ohio.

in violation of:ORC 2923.16(D)(1) Improper Handling of Firearm in Motor Vehicle F-4
Stale numerical designation of statme or ordinance

Complaiiianl’s signature, title.
(Patrol man)

Sworn to and subscribed before me by P11. S. Lowe 5434 on October I 4th, 2025 by

Judge/Clerk/Deputy Clerk
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AMENDED DECEMBER 2023

CASE RECOMMENDATION

DEFENDANT: Patrick Jeremiah O’Callahan_______________________

OFFENSE: Improper Handling of a Firearm 2923.16 (D)(1) F-4

PARMA CASE NO: 2500937______________________________________

DETECTIVE: Ptl. Spencer Lowe 5434_____________________________

Bond Recommendation: Reduction OK____________________________

No Reduction — Going Downtown

Dismiss-Go Direct

Waive Preliminary

Reduction to Misdemeanor OK per Detective

Reduction OK, with VICTIM ON THE RECORD

COMMENTS:__________________________________________________
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Personal Identifier Form Sup R. 45(D)(2)

CASE INFORMATION:
Please provide us with as much information as possible to make sure this form is attached to the correct 
case. If this is from an arresting agency please provide he arresting officer’s badge number, agency and 
ticket number.

Plaintiff: Defendant: PATRICK JEREMIAHO'CALLAHAN
Case Number: 2500337 Ticket Number:________________________________________

Now comes ptl. SPENCER LOWE 5434 and hereby provides the Court with the
following personal identifiers that have been omitted from the case identified above and filed with the 
Clerk, of the Court on: 1W13^2025

LEGIBLY PRINT (JR TYPE OMITTED PERSONAL IDENTiFIERS HERE (attach additional sheet if necessary):

ABBREVIATION in document CORRESPONDING personal identifier

Pursuant to Sup. R. 44(H) of the Rules of Superintendence for the Courts of Ohio, "personal identifiers" 
are defined as social security numbers, except for the last four digits; financial account numbers, 
including but not limited to debit card, charge card, and credit card numbers; employer and employee 
identification numbers; and a juvenile's name in an abuse, neglect or dependency case, except for the 
juvenile's initials or a generic abbreviation such as "CV" for "child victim". Personal identifiers are 
required to be omitted from any case document filed with the Clerk. Sup. R. 4(D)(1). The responsibility 
for omitting personal identifiers from a case document filed with the Clerk rests solely with the party 
Sup. R. 45(D)(3).

THIS FORM IS NOT FOR PUBLIC ACCESS
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Reporting Officer:
Date:

Supervisor: Date:

Entered By: Date:

Approved By: Date:
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North Royalton Police North Royalton Police

Investigative Report incident#; 2500937 Report Date:

14000 Bennett Road
North Royalton, 01144133 
Phone: <440)582-6216
Fax:

Saturday, October 11,2025

Incident Information
Cail Type: TRAFFIC Call ID: RYPD2O25010978

Location: DOVER FARMS APARTMENTS 8290 ROYALTON RD NORTH ROYALTON Zone: RY01

Occurred Between: 10/11/2025 23:56:00 And 10/11/2025 23:56:00

Supervisor:

Officer Report:

Boards: D, Cor J:

5408 Daniel Waters

5434 Spencer Lowe

Unit on Scene:

Officer Assigned:

Copies To:

70

5434 Spencer Lowe

Approved By:

Clearance Code:

Dispatch Times

5408 Daniel Waters

F - CLEARED BY ARREST -■ADULT

Approved Date:

MM*

10/12/2025

Received: 23:56 Dispatched: 23:56 Arrived: 23:56 Cleared: Total:

Charge information ntBcm- - •

Charge
Speed MM
OVI M1
Lanes of travel MM

ORC
4511.21
4511.19A1A
4511.25

Local POC
434.03A1
434.01A1A

Court Date

Incident Names
_____________ Name:
F Entry Type~~1 Address:

I ARA ~| Sex: M

O’CALLAHAN, PATRICK JEREMIAH DOB:
P h o n e 1:

Race: W Hgt: 5 8 Wgt: 210 Hair: BLK Eyes: HAZ Phone2:

Incident Property
Make

,---------- ------------- TAURUS
Prop.Type

| EV.. .......... | Description:

Model
TCP

Serial #

Remarks:

Value
$ 1.00

Make Model
9 SHIELD PLUS

Remarks:

Value
$ 1.00

| Prop.Type
I EV

-| SMITH N WESSON

J Description:

Make Model Serial # Value

LPrYP.-_TlP^_.
-] GLOCK 17 $ 1.00

|EV ~| Description: Remarks:

Incident Vehicles
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North Royalton Police North Royalton Police

Investigative Report incident#: 2500937

14000 Bennett Road
North Royalton, OH 44133 
Phone: (440)582-6216
Fax:

Report Date: Saturday, October 11, 2025

(Incident Vehicles
I I Stolen | | Recovered

I I Suspect Vehicle EJ Victim Vehicle

Plate#: State:

Year: 2015 Make: BMW

VIN: 

Owner: 

Phone: Insured By:

Towed: | | Towed By:

Date Recovered: Wt
1...Additional Descripti&nJ

I I Impounded | | Abandoned

OH License Year:

Model: 320i

Color; BLK /

Address: ,

Towed To:

ere Recovered:

osSHB9HHEHHI
I | UnAuthorized Use

Plate Type: PC

Body Style:

Value;

OCA#:

Narrative Report

OVI/FEL IMPROPER HANDLING

Reporting Officer:

Supervisor:

Entered By:

Approved By:

Date:

Date:

Date:

Date:
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North Royalton Police North Royalton Police

Investigative Report Supplement
Date: 10/12/2025 Reporting Officer: 5438 Brett Bunge INC#: 2500937

14000 Bennett Road
North Royalton. OH 44133
Phone: (440)582-6216
Fax:

CFS#: RYPD2025010978

Supplement Title: Test Fire

On October 12, 2025 at 0145 hours, I (Ptl. Brett Bunge) met with Ptl. Lowe on station. He turned 
over to me the three pistols recovered during this incident: Taurus TCP .380 ACP (Serial number

Smith and Wesson Shield Plus 9mm (Serial Number^^^^H and Glock 17 9mm (S 
erial Number^^^^^^. With Ptl. Lowe present, I took the three firearms to the NRPD firing 
range. I fired all three pistols into NRPD Test Fire Sheets, finding them to be in working condition. 
Range ammunition was used for the two 9mms, while the ammo present within the magazine for 
the Taurus was used. Ptl. Lowe collected the spent casings after each test fire. The test fire 
sheets were completed and all items were turned back over to Ptl. Lowe.

***END

Reporting Officer: Date:

Supervisor: Date:

Entered By: Date:

Approved By: Date: ______________________________
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Investigative Report Supplement
Date: 10/12/2025 Reporting Officer; 5434 Spencer Lowe INC#; 2500937 CFS#: RYPD2025010978

Supplement Title: Initial_______________________________________________________________________________

On Saturday, October 11, 2025, at approximately 2350 hrs. I (Ptl. Lowe 5434) was on routine 
patrol in a marked police cruiser in the area of Royalton Rd and Bennett Rd w/b.

While I was stopped at the intersection, I observed a black sedan traveling s/b on Bennett Rd 
make a sweeping wide right turn traveling into the left turn lane for Royalton Rd e/b traffic. The 
vehicle continued to travel w/b on Royalton Rd. While the sedan was passing Advanced Auto 
located at 7449 Royalton Rd., I observed it veer left out of its iane of travel into the center turn lane 
. I continued to follow the black sedan where I reached speeds in excess of 60 mph in an attempt 
to catch up to the vehicle, but maintained a steady distance between my cruiser and the black 
sedan. While in the area of 8001 Royalton Rd., I observed the vehicle travel left of center 
occupying half of the opposite lane of travel. I activated my overhead emergency lights to initiate 
a traffic stop while the sedan entered the right turn lane for Dover Farms Dr. from Royalton Rd. 
The vehicle stopped shortly thereafter.

I exited my patrol vehicle and approached the black sedan on the drivers. It was bearing Ohio 
RegistrationWhile there, I observed a white male operator later identified as Patrick 
Jeremiah O'Callahan operating the vehicle. Patrick immediately handed me his drivers license. I 
asked Patrick if he knew the reason for the stop and he stated, "was I speeding?" I informed him 
of the numerous moving violations that I observed. I asked Patrick where he was coming from 
and he stated, "I'm just coming home." I asked Patrick again where he was coming from. Patrick 
again stated Tm coming home." I informed Patrick that I was aware of where he was headed, 
and again asked where he was coming from.

I asked Patrick where the Village of Orange was located. While he attempted to inform me that it 
was located in Cuyahoga County, he was having great difficulty saying "Cuyahoga," slurring his 
speech. While speaking with Patrick, I observed him to have red, bloodshot, watery eyes. I asked 
Patrick how much he had to drink tonight. Patrick stated "not much," while slurring his speech. I 
asked Patrick, what is not much and he stated "uh, not much." I returned to my patrol car asking 
for OIC Ptl. Bunge (5438) to assist. Ptl. Bunge and Ptl. Zahursky (5450) arrived shortly thereafter.

I approached Patrick's vehicle again asking him to exit the vehicle. Patrick responded to my 
request by saying "um, I live right here." I advised Patrick that I was more than aware of where he 
resided as he had informed me numerous times. I asked Patrick if he had a firearm on him and 
he stated yes. Patrick began to reach for the firearm, attempting to put his hand in his front right 
shorts pocket. I advised Patrick not to touch the firearm and to exit the vehicle again. Patrick 
responded asking "are you serious?" I assured Patrick that I was serious and to exit the vehicle.

While Patrick was exiting the vehicle, it appeared that he was steadying his balance by holding 
onto the door and door frame of the car. After Patrick exited the car, I checked Patrick for the 
firearm and I located it in his front right pocket. The firearm was a Taurus TCP 380 bearing serial 
number^^^^H When I located the firearm, Patrick began stating "I know Zahursky." The 
handgun was found to be loaded with a six round magazine and a round in the chamber. I made 
the firearm safe and placed it on the hood of my patrol car.

I asked Patrick to walk to the rear of his vehicle. While doing so, Patrick stated "I'm not doing 
anything, I live right here so that's fine." During our conversation, Patrick continued to inform me 
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stated no. I informed Patrick that if he did not perform any SFSTs, that 1 would have to make a 
decision based of the aforementioned observations. Patrick asked me what my observations 
where while slurring his speech. I informed Patrick again of the moving violations and signs of 
impairment. Patrick refused any SFST’s and also refused to provide a breath sample.

At that time, I walked back to my patrol car and advised dispatch of the serial number on the 
Taurus handgun. Dispatch advised that it was coming back NIF (nothing in file) through LEADS. 
While I was speaking with dispatch, Ptl. Bunge was conversing with Patrick. Ptl. Bunge asked 
Patrick "how well do you know Steve (Ptl. Zahursky)?" Patrick responded "Steve, I know Steve 
very well," with slurred speech. Ptl. Bunge asked Patrick if he knew if Steve was working tonight. 
Patrick responded by stating that Steve was not working, that he is in the bureau. During this 
conversation, Ptl. Zahursky (Steve) was standing directly in front of Patrick but he could not 
identify him. Patrick proceeded to ask Ptl. Bunge if he could go home.

I returned and spoke with Patrick. I attempted one last time asking Patrick if he would perform 
any of the SFSTs and he refused again. Patrick also refused to provide a breath sample again. I 
asked Patrick to turn around so that I could place him in handcuffs. While doing so, he lost his 
balance and stumbled while placing his hands behind his back. At that time, Patrick was placed 
in handcuffs in accordance to NRPD policy for OVI. Ptl. Zahurksy conducted a search incident to 
arrest of Patrick. Patrick was placed in the back of Ptl. Zahursky's patrol car and transported to 
the NRPD jail.

Ptl. Bunge and I returned to Patrick's vehicle and we conducted a probable cause search of the 
vehicle. While doing so, 1 located a Smith and Wesson 9 Shield Plus loaded in the center console 
. The serial number on the firearm was ran through LEADS by dispatch coming back
NIF. The firearm was later found to contain 13 rounds in the magazine with one round in the 
chamber, totaling 14 rounds.

Ptl. Bunge and I continued our probable cause search of the vehicle and located what appeared 
to be a duty belt under a uniform shirt in the back seat. I removed the uniform shirt to find a pistol 
in it's holster. The pistol was a Glock 17 9mm handgun with serial number^^^^^H It was also 
ran through LEADS by dispatch coming back NIF. The pistol was later found to contain 17 rounds 
in the magazine with one round in the chamber, totaling 18 rounds. Patrick's vehicle was parked 
in front of the club house with his police issued gear in the trunk and the vehicle secured.

The firearms were confiscated as evidence, later photographed and entered into evidence. At 
the NRPD jail, I read the BMV 2255 to Patrick and advised him of the associated consequences. 
The NRPD CO asked if Patrick would provide a breath sample and he refused. Patrick was 
charged with OVI 4511.19 (A)(1)(a), Speed 4511.21, and Left of Center 4511.25, NR20251071. 
The duty judge was contacted at 0730 hrs on 10/12/2025. They provided a bond of $5,000/10% 
and a court date of Tuesday, October 14, 2025 at 1030 hrs. in court room one at Parma 
Municipal Court. Body and dash camera footage is available for this incident. This report is 
complete.

—END OF REPORT****
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Det. Sgt. Attewell to Det. Nubbie personal cell phone - 2500937

3:53^ .■ii 5G“ fa

iMessage
Mon, Oct 13 at 6 47 AM

Goodmorning Detective, my name 
is Steve Attewell, Detective 
Sergeant at Orange. I am assigned 
the IA of Patrick O'Callahan. I am 
wondering if his service weapon is 
available for release to us as well 
as if you can assist me with 
obtaining all related video of the 
incident and the report?

Delivered I

Okay thank you very much. I 
appreciate your help.

The sender is not in your contact list.
Report Junk

EXHIBIT
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Text thread between Det. Sgt. Attewellto Det. Nubbie work cell regarding 2500937

1:05

iMessage
Mon, Oct 13 at 9:28 AM

Det. Sgt. Steve >

Mon, Oct 13 at Ti :43 AM

DA

attewells@orangevillaqe.com

Mon, Oct 13 at 3:52 PM

Any word on his charges?

^ayera

Your Chief mentioned you may 
find out about the charges this

+ (1jr iMessage
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