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1265 W. 611 StrEET, Surte 400

H/WD CLEVELAND, OHio 44113-1326
Orrice 216.578.1700

L AW FI1RM L L C Fax 216.578.1800

October 4, 2024

Via email to ddriscoll@clarkcountyohio.gov and tkohl@clarkcountyohio.gov; and
mdibartola@springfieldohio.gov

Daniel P. Driscoll, Esq. Matthew DiBartola, Esq.

Clark County Prosecuting Attorney City of Springfield Chief Prosecuting Attorney
50 East Columbia St., Suite 449 50 East Columbia St., 4™ Floor

Springfield, OH 45502 Springfield, OH 45502

937.521.1770 937.328.3741

Re: Open letter regarding criminal charges against Donald J. Trump and JD Vance for the

harm they have inflicted on Springfield, Ohio
Dear Prosecutors Driscoll and DiBartola:

As you know, we represent the Haitian Bridge Alliance and its executive director Guerline Jozef
regarding the affidavit they have filed under R.C. 2935.09(D) charging Donald J. Trump and JD
Vance with various felony crimes against the residents and institutions of Springfield, Ohio. The
crimes charged include inducing panic, making false alarms, disrupting public services,
aggravated menacing (Trump only), and complicity.

Those charges were filed in Clark County Municipal Court, Case No. 24SPMI100, on September
24,2024, amended on September 30, and supplemented with additional facts on October 2. The
charges are under judicial review under R.C. 2935.10(A). We know you’ve seen them but a
courtesy copy of the amended charges, including the recently filed supplemental affidavit, are
attached.

Our clients filed these charges because of continuing law-enforcement, including prosecutorial,
inaction in the face of Trump’s and Vance’s ongoing and notorious criminal conduct—and
because of the devastating impact such conduct has had and continues to have on Springfield’s
residents and on local and state public services. As you know, Trump’s and Vance’s campaign of
false alarms and inducing panic has resulted in

e atleast 33 bomb threats;

e evacuation and closures of schools, colleges, and public buildings;

e fear on the part of parents, children, and families;

e deployment of state-troopers to Springfield;

e astrain on non-emergency and emergency call centers, and police and other emergency

services;

threats to individuals (including a man threatening a Haitian family with a gun);

e threats to Mayor Rob Rue and his family;

e threats (deemed credible by law enforcement) to a local businessperson and business
employing Haitian immigrants;

e hospital lockdowns;
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e cancellation of planned events, including the 20-year-running CultureFest; diversion of
police resources; and
e much more.

You are in an even better position than we to catalogue all the damage to Springfield that Trump
and Vance have caused.

If not for Trump’s and Vance’s false alarms and inducement of panic, none of this harm would
have occurred. With their false accusations of crimes by Springfield’s Haitian community, Trump
and Vance have relentlessly stoked the flames of racial and ethnic discord—with predictable
results. They have persisted in spewing their harmful, fear-mongering lies despite knowing—from
the mayor, governor, city manager, and media fact-checkers—the total falsity of their claims. And
they did it knowing what the effect would be. Indeed, even when confronted with the effects, they
didn’t care and they didn’t stop.

We write now for two reasons.

First, your offices, with or without a judicial finding of probable cause, may soon receive the
matter from the court. We would like to assess your willingness and fortitude to prosecute it. We
were concerned when we heard that at least one prosecutor apparently tried to take our client’s
affidavit away from the municipal court despite our clients’ express invocation of

R.C. 2935.09(D)’s option for judicial review. We understand that the court refused the demand,
which, if it occurred, raises the specter of ex parte interference. We should have been notified of
any such effort.

Our clients were just as concerned when Prosecutor DiBartola called my associate stating the
clerk’s office was “up in arms” about our pre-filing inquiries to the clerk’s office and asked why we
were trying to “circumvent” prosecutors—even though R.C. 2935.09(D) plainly authorizes a
private citizen to proceed directly to court.

While our clients don’t have to explain themselves to you, they seek judicial review as authorized
by statute because of their concern that prosecutor’s offices have done nothing to stop the
ongoing crimes happening in plain sight. Although we were encouraged by Prosecutor Driscoll’s
statement to ABC 7 News about openness to pursue the facts no matter who the subject of the
investigation is, the continued paralysis of inaction is deeply concerning.

Second, because we have documented in Ms. Jozef’s affidavit much of Trump’s and Vance’s
conduct and its impact on Springfield, you are free and certainly in a position now to do your duty
and initiate prosecutions of Trump and Vance. You do not have to wait for the municipal
court to rule on the affidavit we submitted. Now that the facts have been compiled for you—
and you must have more to add—you can swiftly seek your own warrants for Trump’s and Vance’s
arrests and initiate these same felony charges, or more.

Our clients do not understand why you and the Springfield police have still not acted. (We are
copying this letter to Springfield Chief of Police Allison Elliott, whose officers could file an
affidavit like ours at any time under R.C. 2935.09(A).) We filed the initial charges on September
24, amending them on the 30th. If anyone other than Trump or Vance had wreaked this havoc on
Springfield, wouldn’t you have acted by now?

. Page 2 of 4
WWW.CHANDRALAW.COM 8



As a former federal prosecutor, Cleveland law director, and longtime civil-rights lawyer, I have
seen prosecutors—who for whatever reason don’t wish to pursue a matter—hide behind grand-
jury secrecy and claim that it’s “up to the grand jury.” While that’s technically true, it also betrays
an unbecoming and improper reluctance to ask the grand jury to charge and to advocate for that
charge, as is customary. It disclaims any intention to seek the truth and pursue justice and reveals

a determination to bury the matter in the shroud of grand-jury secrecy.

Our firm experienced this mindset in the case of the Cleveland police officers who slew 12-year-
old Tamir Rice. In that matter, the police union admitted that prosecutors had afforded the
officers special treatment by letting them read prewritten, self-serving statements to the grand
jury and face no cross examination. I also experienced it as Cleveland’s law director when our
prosecutor’s office would, based on the evidence, charge police officers with felony assault only to
see the county prosecutor’s office bury the matter in the grand jury and represent to us the grand
jury “wasn’t interested.”

It was the county prosecutors who weren't “interested.”

A competent, dedicated, interested prosecutor truly devoted to law and order can obtain a grand-
jury indictment. Probable cause is a low legal standard. You have it in abundance here.

We seek a public pronouncement from your offices that you recognize and care about the harm
that Trump and Vance have inflicted on your community and that you are going to hold them
accountable swiftly and without fear or favor—just as you would were any other open, notorious,
and serious crime inflicted on victims and government in Springfield. We ask you to announce a
swift timetable for charging.

But if you are not inclined to hold Trump and Vance accountable—and thus far no such interest
has been signaled—please just say so publicly now. Please recuse yourselves and ask the court to
appoint a special prosecutor of its own choice with demonstrated experience in prosecuting high-
profile matters. That can’t be the Ohio attorney general, a highly partisan actor who has endorsed
Trump and Vance and has already disgraced himself by publicly dismissing the charges as
meritless minutes after they were filed.

We recognize that the lawlessness two national figures have brought to Ohio is unfamiliar
territory for us all. It must be overwhelming for local authorities. Trump has demonstrated
vindictive tendencies toward local government officials, so any public servants would naturally
experience trepidation and deep disquiet as they consider their duties.

But your own residents are suffering. They didn’t ask for this to happen. If there is to be any rule
of law or equal justice under law, act you must. If any other individual had targeted any Ohio
community as relentlessly and persistently with false alarms, inducing panic, and disrupting
public services in the way Trump and Vance have, they would have already been held accountable
to criminal law. As our amended bench memo shows, Ohio courts have routinely rejected the
First Amendment excuses of those who have caused less chaos than Trump and Vance have.

We recognize that this is a difficult situation. Thank you for your consideration. We look forward
to hearing your public commitment to holding Trump and Vance accountable and to the charges
you will pursue. Please feel free to call me.

~ P f4
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Respectfully yours,
Subodh Chandra (he/him)
Cc:  Chief Allison Elliott (AElliott@SpringfieldOhio.gov)

Attachments: Amended bench memo, amended charges, and supplemental affidavit
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09/30/2024 13:29Chandra Law (FAX)21685751800 P.001/059

IN THE CLARK. COUNTY MUNICIPAL COURT

In re: Criminal Charges Against Matter No. 24SPM100
Donald J. Trump and James David (“]JD”)
Vance Judge (En banc)

AMENDED BENCH MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF THE ATTACHED AMENDED
R.C. 2935.09(A) AND (D) AFFIDAVIT OF GUERLINE JOZEF ON BEHALF OF THE HAITIAN
BRIDGE ALLIANCE CRIMINALLY CHARGING DONALD J. TRUMP AND JAMES DAVID
(D) VANCE.

Guerline Jozef, on behalf of the Haitian Bridge Alliance, Inc., respectfully offers this
amended bench memorandum in support of the attached amended affidavit under R.C. 2935.09(A)
and (D). (The amended affidavit adds a charge of inducing panic and includes a few additional facts
supporting that chatge. This amended memorandum reflects these additions and adds law
addressing Trump’s and Vance's anticipated, ineffective First Amendment defense to the amended
affidavit’s charges.) The amended affidavit—which is propetly submitted under the plain
language of the statute to a judge of this Court for review and not the prosecutor’s office—

charges Donald J. Trump and James David (JD) Vance with the following criminal offenses:
s R.C. 2909.04(A) 2nd (B) (Disrupting Public Services),
*  R.C 2917.32(A) Making False Alarms),
e R.C.2217.31(A) (Inducing Panic),

¢ R.C.2923.03(A) (Complicity),

25:€ Hd 0€d3SHe
a3d

o R.C 2917 21(A) (Telecommunications Hatassment),
* R.C.2903.21(A) (Aggravated Menacing) (as to Trump only),

* 5.C.0.§509.06 (Inducing Panic),
* S5.C.0. §537.08 (Telecommunications Hatassment),
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e S.CO.§501.10 (Complicity).

The Haitian Bridge Alliance and Ms. Jozef respectfully request that this Court make

independent findings of probable cause based on the facts presented—and issue warrants for

Trump’s and Vance’s arrests.

1.

R.C. 2935.09 authorizes private citizens to file criminal charges and requires this
Court to issue arrest warrants if the charges, as is the case here, are supported by
probable cause and filed in good faith.

R.C. 2935.09(D) authorizes a private citizen to file an affidavit charging criminal offenses.

R.C. 2935.09 (Person having knowledge of offense to file affidavit—official review before complaint

filed) provides, in relevant part:

(A) As used in this section, “reviewing official” means a judge of a court of record, the
prosecuting attorney or attorney charged by law with the prosecution of offenses in a
court or before a magistrate, or a magistrate.

(B) In all cases not provided by sections 2935.02 to 2935.08 of the Revised Code, in order to
cause the arrest or prosecution of a person charged with committing an offense in
this state, a peace officer or a private citizen having knowledge of the facts shall
comply with this section.

%ok

(D) A private citizen having knowledge of the facts who seeks to cause an arrest or
prosecution under this section may file an affidavit charging the offense
committed with a reviewing official for the purpose of review to determine if a
complaint should be filed by the prosecuting attorney or attorney charged by law
with the prosecution of offenses in the court or before the magistrate. A private
citizen may file an affidavit charging the offense committed with the clerk of a court of
record before or after the normal business hours of the reviewing officials if the clerk's
office is open at those times. A clerk who receives an affidavit before or after the normal
business hours of the reviewing officials shall forward it to a reviewing official when the
reviewing official’s normal business hours resume.

(Emphasis added.)
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When the R.C. 2935.09(D) affidavit charges a felony, as the amended affidavit does here,
R.C. 2935.10(A) (Filing of affidavit or complaint procedure) commands as follows:

(A) Upon the filing of an affidavit or complaint as provided by section 2935.09 of the
Revised Code, if it charges the commission of a felony, such judge, clerk, or magistrate,
unless the judge, clerk, or magistrate has reason to believe that it was not filed in good
faith, or the claim is not meritorious, shall forthwith issue a warrant for the arrest of the
person charged in the affidavit, and directed to a peace officer; otherwise the judge,
clerk, or magistrate shall forthwith refer the matter to the prosecuting attorney or other
attorney charged by law with prosecution for investigation prior to the issuance of
warrant.

In short, unless the judge has reason to believe the charge was not filed in good faith, or the claim is
not meritorious (that is, lacks probable cause), the court must forthwith “issue a warrant for the
arrest of the person charged” that’s “directed to a peace officer.” Accord State v. Fraley, 2020-Ohio-
3763, 9 13 (12th Dist.).

Even if prosecutors disregard a probable-cause finding and discontinue a prosecution—
which they shouldn’t here—R.C. 2935.09 establishes a process through which a “private citizen”
may “cause an arrest or prosecution” against a person known to have committed a crime. To
accomplish this purpose, a civilian may simply “file an affidavit charging the offense committed”
with a judge. R.C. 2935.09(A) and (D). From there, “R.C. 2935.10 governs the procedure” that must
be followed. State ex rel. Boylen v. Harmon, 2006-Ohio-7, § 10.

The statutes plainly state the procedure. If a citizen files an affidavit charging a felony, the
reviewing judge “must issue a warrant for the arrest of the person charged” unless there is reason to
believe the charge lacks merit or was filed in bad faith. Boylen at § 7; R.C. 2935.10(A). And that
warrant must be “directed to a peace officer.” R.C. 2935.10(A). “[O]therwise,” a judge is required to
“refer the matter to the prosecuting attorney” if there are concerns that the filing is not in good faith
for if further investigation is required. Id.

Sometimes a court’s statutory authority can be misunderstood. For example, in I7 re:

Alffidavits Relating to Timothy Loehmann & Frank Garmback, et al. at 4, 7-8 (attached to the
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accompanying Affidavit of Guerline Jozef), the Cleveland Municipal Court propetly understood the
judge’s role in making a probable-cause determination within a citizen-initiated criminal proceeding
under R.C. 2935.09(D) and 2935.10, and found probable cause. But the court’s attention was
diverted by a superficial conflict between Crim.R. 4(A) and R.C. 2935.10, both of which address the
issuance of warrants. The court wrongly concluded that the judge’s role is merely advisory.
The Supreme Court of Ohio has rejected that analysis:
There is no conflict here between R.C. 2935.10 and Crim.R. 4(A). Crim.R. 4(A) applies when
affidavits are filed with a valid criminal complaint under Crim.R. 3. R.C. 2935.10 governs the
procedure when only affidavits have been filed under R.C. 2935.09.
Boylen, 2006-Ohio-7, at § 10.
Likewise, in State ex rel. Brown v. Nusbaum, 2017-Ohio-9141, at paragraph 12, the Court held:
A trial court’s obligations with regard to citizen affidavits are defined by R.C. 2935.09 and
2935.10. R.C. 2935.09(D) authorizes a private citizen “who seeks to cause an arrest or
prosecution” to “file an affidavit charging the offense committed with a reviewing official
for the purpose of review to determine if a complaint should be filed by the prosecuting
attorney.” We read this section # pari materia with R.C. 2935.10, which “prescribes the
procedure to be followed once a citizen files a criminal complaint” under R.C. 2935.09. S7ate
exc rel. Bunting v. Styer, 147 Ohio St.3d 462, 2016-Ohio-5781, 67 N.E.3d 755, §] 15. If the
citizen affidavit charges a felony, R.C. 2935.10 directs a judge who is reviewing the affidavit
to do one of two things: (1) “issue a warrant for the arrest of the person charged in the
affidavit” or (2) “refer the matter to the prosecuting attorney * * * for investigation prior to
the issuance of [a] warrant” ¢f the judge “has reason to believe that [the affidavit] was not
filed in good faith, or the claim is not meritorious.” R.C. 2935.10(A); see State ex rel. Boylen v.
Harmon, 107 Ohio St.3d 370, 2006-Ohio-7, 839 N.E.2d 934, q 7.
(Emphasis added.) The conditional “if,” quoted from the statute, means that the court cannot find
probable cause and yet decline to issue an arrest warrant.
Because issuance of a warrant is required whether affidavits have been filed
under R.C. 2935.09 or a criminal complaint has been filed under Crim.R. 3 and probable cause

exists, there is no reasoned justification #of to issue a warrant here based solely on the legal status of

the individuals asking for it or the absence of a criminal complaint.
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Indeed, if a citizen cannot cause a warrant to issue by filing such an affidavit, that would
raise the question of how a “peace officer who seeks to cause an arrest or prosecution” can also
accomplish the same thing through a judicial officer without the help of a prosecutor using the same
statutory scheme. R.C. 2935.09(C); see R.C. 2935.10(A) (requiring a court to act upon “the filing of
an affidavit or complaint as provided by section 2935.09 of the Revised Code” (which includes
peace-officer affidavits) without conditioning that requirement on the identity of the individual filing
the affidavit).

As this Court knows, Ohio’s police officers regularly rely on that mechanism to charge
suspected criminals and acquire warrants for their arrest. Because R.C. 2935.10(A) does not
distinguish between an affidavit filed by a peace officer under R.C. 2935.09(C) and one filed by a
private citizen as permitted by R.C. 2935.09(D), this Court should respond the same way in either
case by issuing a warrant if probable cause exists.

Regardless of a prosecutor’s discretion to choose the State’s course in any given citizen-
initiated case, R.C. 2935.10(A) directs a judge to act by issuing a warrant for arrest and directing it to
a police officer. After all, only a “a neutral and detached magistrate” has the power to consider the
available evidence and issue an arrest warrant carrying the force of law. Johnson v. United States, 333
U.S. 10, 14 (1947). Under constitutional principles, the decision about whether a person suspected
of a crime should be arrested “cannot” be “judged by the officer engaged in the often competitive
enterprise of ferreting out crime.” Id. So, within that fundamental legal framework, an application
of R.C. 2935.10(A) serves as a legislative directive that a judge, if satisfied that a citizen has
established probable cause to believe a felony was committed, “shall forthwith issue” an arrest
warrant. That is a substantive bestowing of jurisdictional authority, not a mere procedural
mechanism of the Ohio Rules of Criminal Procedure. See e.g. State v. Jefferson, 1999 WL 959189, *3

(2nd Dist.) (holding that where statutory substantive law provides judicial authority to issue a
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warrant, that authority cannot be abridged, enlarged, or modified by the Criminal Rules); S7aze v.
Brooks, 2022-Ohio-2478, 9 10 (“[L]aws affecting rights, which may be protected by procedure, are
substantive in nature.”); Havel v. Villa St. Joseph, 2012-Ohio-552, § 5 (holding that where the
legislature creates a statutory right to judicial action (such as bifurcation of trial), the right is
“substantive law that prevails over a procedural rule.”).

2. This Court should affirm that there is probable cause based on the facts presented in
the affidavit and issue arrest warrants because the statutes require it and because
prosecutors have not acted.

Although the facts presented in the affidavit are open and notorious for the world to see,
local prosecuting attorneys have not yet acted to protect the community and hold Trump and Vance
accountable for the harm they have caused. Since the charges were originally filed on September 24,
prosecutors have s#// not acted—even though Ms. Jozef and our firm have prepared the probable-
cause affidavit and collected the facts there reported.

Thus, the Haitian Bridge Alliance and Ms. Jozef request that this Court independently find
probable cause based on the facts presented and issue arrest warrants for both Trump and Vance.
Probable cause having already been determined by this Court, prosecuting attorneys must make a
public and transparent decision about whether they stand for the rule of law—or whether they will,
by their complete inaction, further coddle Trump and Vance and afford them special treatment that
no one else who had wreaked such havoc would be afforded.

3. The probable-cause standard is a low threshold, and the affidavit charging Trump
and Vance meets it.

A trial court may issue an arrest warrant or summons under R.C. 2935.10(B) upon a finding
of probable cause. Affidavits under R.C. 2935.09(D) are governed by Crim.R. 4, which provides for
an independent determination of probable cause by a judge, magistrate, clerk of court, or officer of

the court designated by the judge. Szaze v. Moss, 2003-Ohio-6053, 9 18 (5th Dist.).
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The effect is that while the Court can issue an arrest warrant based on the affidavit, it cannot
reject the complaint without affording the complainant a hearing for the Court to independently
determine probable cause, even when the prosecutor disagrees. See id at 49 15, 17, 18, 22.

Crim.R. 4 also contains a lesser hearsay standard, which allows for a finding of probable
cause based on hearsay evidence, in whole or in part, when there is a substantial basis for believing
both that the hearsay source is credible and that there is a factual basis for the information
furnished. Most if not all the evidence presented in the affidavit is not hearsay. The evidence
includes videorecorded admissions or written statements, threats, and actions by Trump and Vance
themselves, along with government statements by Governor Mike DeWine, Springfield Mayor
Robert Rue, and others about the falsity of Trump’s and Vance’s statements. To the extent there is
any hearsay, it comes from reliable and reputable sources. The facts are essentially indisputable.

The Haitian Bridge Alliance asks this Court to find probable cause that criminal charges are
warranted for the violated statutes because of the harmful lies repeatedly spewed by Donald J.
Trump and JD Vance and their impact on the community. Probable cause exists when the facts and
circumstances known, which are reasonably trustworthy, are sufficient to warrant a prudent
individual in believing another has committed or is committing an offense. State v. Cavalier, 2012-
Ohio-1976, § 31 (2nd Dist.) citing Beck v. State of Obio, 379 U.S. 89, 91 (1964).

This is not a high bar. Probable cause is a lower threshold than “by a preponderance of the
evidence” because it does not require the precision or high level of certainty needed for a
preponderance of the evidence. See Kaley v. U.S., 571 U.S. 320, 338 (2014), Gerstein v. Pugh, 420 U.S.
103, 121 (1975). Probable cause relies on a reasonable belief, which is less stringent than proof that
something is more likely true than not, as the preponderance-of-the-evidence standard requires. See

State v. Reniff; 2001-Ohio-4353, 9 50 (8th Dist.) (O’Donnell, J. dissenting). And, of course, probable
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Springfield is a small town in Ohio.
4 years ago, they had 60k residents.

Under Harris and Biden, 20,000 Haitian immigrants were shipped to the
town.

Now ducks and pets are disappearing.

= Spfinoﬂold()hl;crl... - X

Warning to all about our beloved pets
& those around us!!

My neighbor informed me that her
daughters friend had lost her cat. She
checked pages, kennels, asked
around, etc. One day she came home
from work, as soon as she stepped out
of her car, looked towards a neighbors
house, where Haitians live, & saw her
cat hanging from a branch, like you'd
do a deer for butchering, & they were
carving it up to eat. I've been told they
are doing this to dogs, they have been
doing it at snyder park with the ducks
& geese, as | was told that last bit by
Rangers & police. Please keep a close
eye on these animals
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Residents of Springfield, OH are reporting that Haitians are eating their
family pets, another gift of the Biden-Harris mass immigration
replacement plan. Liberals will soon be lecturing Americans on why they
need to be sensitive to Haitian culture and accept this as the new
normal. Those idiots deserve to be condemned and mocked mercilessly.

Save our pets. Secure our borders.
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BIDEN FLOODS OHIO TOWN 5

Warning to all about our beloved pets

WITH 20,000 HAITIAN & those around us!
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checked pages, kennels, asked
around, etc. One day she came home
from work, as soon as she stepped out
of her car, looked towards a neighbors
house, where Haitians live, & saw her
cat hanging from a branch, like you'd
do a deer for butchering, & they were
carving it up to eat. I've been told they
are doing this to dogs, they have been
doing it at snyder park with the ducks
& geese, as | was told that last bit by
Rangers & police. Please keep a close
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Months ago, | raised the issue of Haitian illegal immigrants draining
social services and generally causing chaos all over Springfield, Ohio.

Reports now show that people have had their pets abducted and eaten
by people who shouldn't be in this country. Where is our border czar?
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In the last several weeks, my office has received many inquiries from
actual residents of Springfield who've said their neighbors' pets or local
wildlife were abducted by Haitian migrants. It's possible, of course, that
all of these rumors will turn out to be false.

Do you know what's confirmed? That a child was murdered by a Haitian
migrant who had no right to be here. That local health services have
been overwhelmed. That communicable diseases--like TB and HIV--
have been on the rise. That local schools have struggled to keep up with
newcomers who don't know English. That rents have risen so fast that
many Springfield families can't afford to put a roof over their head.

Here is Kamala Harris bragging about giving amnesty to thousands of
Haitian migrants.

If you're a reporter, or an activist, who didn't give a shit about these
suffering Americans until yesterday, | have some advice:

Spare your outrage for your fellow citizens suffering under Kamala
Harris's policies. Be outraged at yourself for letting this happen.
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» J.D. Vance
h @JDVance1 Trump makes people | care about afraid. Immigrants, Muslims, etc.
Because of this | find him reprehensible. God wants better of us
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City of Springfield, Ohio - Government

September 12 at 7:41AM - Q3
CITY HALL IS CLOSED TODAY

Due to a bomb threat that was issued to multiple facilities throughout Springfield today, City
Hall is closed today.

City of Springfield received a bomb threat that has prompted an immediate response from
local and regional law enforcement. As a precautionary measure, the building has been
evacuated, and authorities are currently conducting a thorough investigation. Our primary
concern is the safety and well-being of our employees and residents. We are working to
address this situation as swiftly as possible.

City officials were alerted to this threat via an email message this morning at 8:24 am. The
email was sent to multiple agencies and media outlets.

We ask the community to avoid the area surrounding City Hall vicinity while the investigation is
ongoing and to report any suspicious activity to the Springfield Police Division. We appreciate
your patience and cooperation as we work through this matter.
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I affirm the above to be ttue to the best of my knowledge under penalty of petjury.

—

'(/}\},zfﬁl% Jozef
Co-Founder and Executive Director
Haitian Bridge Alliance, Inc.

Sworn to and subscribed before me this& day of September, 2024.
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IN THE CLEVELAND MUNICIPAL COUR
CLEVELAND, OHIO

IN RE:

)

) LA
AFFIDAVITS RELATING TO ) JUDGE RONALD B. ADRIN
TIMOTHY LOEHMANN & )
FRANK GARMBACK ) JUDGMENT ENTRY

On June 9, 2015, Dr. Jawanza Colvin, Mr. Bakari Kiwana, Mr. Edward Little,
Jr., Ms. Julia Shearson, Ms. Rachelle Smith, Dr. R.A. Vernon, Dr. Rhonda
Williams and Mr. Joseph Worthy, jointly and severally, filed with the
Cleveland Municipal Court affidavits accusing Cleveland Police Patrol Officers
Timothy Loehmann and Frank Garmback with crimes arising from the
shooting death of 12 year-old Tamir Rice on November 22, 2014, within the
City of Cleveland.

Each of the affiants alleged, in separate parts of their respective affidavits,
that each of the accused, by their actions, committed the following violations
of the law during the events that resulted in Tamir’s death:

Aggravated Murder, in violation of R.C. 2903.01

Murder, in violation of R.C. 2903.02

Involuntary Manslaughter, in violation of R.C. 2903.04(B)
Reckless Homicide, in violation of R.C. 2903.041
Negligent Homicide, in violation of R.C. 2903.05
Dereliction of Duty, in violation of R.C. 2921.44

QAR WN

Generally, the initiation of criminal proceedings in the State of Ohio is the
preserve of the prosecuting authority within a given jurisdiction. However,
state law does provide an avenue for a private citizen having knowledge of
facts to initiate the criminal process.

R.C. 2935.09 provides private citizens the ability to bring forward
accusations by affidavit to cause an arrest or prosecution. As relevant to the
situation now before this bench, that section reads in pertinent part:

“(A) As used in this section, “reviewing official” means a judge of a
court of record, the prosecuting attorney or attorney charged by law
with the prosecution of offenses in a court or before a magistrate, or a
magistrate.



ok ok

(D) A private citizen having knowledge of the facts who seeks to cause
an arrest or prosecution under this section may file an affidavit
charging the offense committed with a reviewing official for the
purpose of review to determine if a complaint should be filed by the
prosecuting attorney or attorney charged by law with the
prosecution of offenses in the court or before the magistrate....”

"Knowledge of the facts,” within the meaning of the R.C. 2935.09, clearly
indicates a legislative intent to restrict and define the type of knowledge
which a private citizen must possess before being authorized to sign an
affidavit. South Euclid v. Clapacs (1966), 213 N.E.2d 828. The phrase
“knowledge of the facts” has a rather definite meaning in criminal law. In
the general parlance of the court room, it means firsthand knowledge
acquired by a witness through the utilization of one of his five senses (sight,
hearing, smell, taste and touch), that is to say that the witness has
perceived the event, incident, or thing about which he is testifying by seeing,
hearing, smelling, tasting or touching it. True enough, the word
“knowledge” sometimes encompasses information which has been acquired
from others. However, when the phrase “of the facts” is added to describe
the type of “knowledge” required, it would seem that the entire phrase
“knowledge of the facts” was intended to mean factual or firsthand
knowledge acquired through the use of one of the five senses. South Euclid
v. Clapacs (1966), 213 N.E.2d 82.

In each of the affidavits filed with the court in this matter, the affiants
related that they had the opportunity to view the surveillance video taken at
the time of the complained of event. They each reported that they relied
upon their review of the surveillance video to provide them with, “knowledge
of the subsequent events from one or more of [their] five natural senses.”
Finally, every affiant indicated that they had attached a copy of the video
relied upon, in two forms, to their affidavit.

The video in question in this case is notorious and hard to watch. After
viewing it several times, this court is still thunderstruck by how quickly this
event turned deadly. The relevant portion covers 18 seconds immediately
preceding the point where Tamir Rice suffers the wound, doubles-up and
falls to the ground. On the video, the Zone Car containing Patrol Officers
Loehmann and Garmback is still in the process of stopping when Rice is shot.

Following the shooting, four additional minutes pass, during which neither
officer approaches Tamir as he lies wounded on the ground. At close to four
minutes, a young lady, who news reports have since identified as Tamir’s
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sister arrives on the scene and is restrained from going to her brother’s side.
Nearly eight minutes go by before paramedics arrive at the location. During
that same time, approximately six other members of the Cleveland Division
of Police join the first two and appear on the video.

It is difficult to discern, because of the quality of the tape, what, if any, first
aid anyone renders to Rice during these eight minutes. Nearly fourteen
minutes ultimately expire between the time that Tamir is shot and the time
that he is removed from the park.

The video depicts Rice approaching the Zone Car just as it pulls into the park
but it does not appear to show him making any furtive movement prior to,
or at, the moment he is shot. Again, because of the quality of the video,
the young man’s arms are barely visible, but they do not appear to be raised
or out-stretched. In the moments immediately before, and as the Zone Car
approaches, the video does not display the toy gun in Tamir’'s hands. There
appears to be little if any time reflected on the video for Rice to react or
respond to any verbal or audible commands given from Loehmann and
Garmback from their Zone Car between the time that they first arrived and
the time that Rice was shot. Literally, the entire encounter is over in an
instant.

Beyond the videos presented as exhibits, each affidavit sets forth the
statutory language of each offense alleged. It is unquestionably sufficient to
charge felony crimes in the words of the statutes. Crim.R. 7(B) states in
part:

The indictment * * * shall contain a statement that the accused has
committed some public offense therein specified. Such statement may
be made in ordinary and concise language without any technical
averments or any allegations not essential to be proved. It may be in
the words of the applicable section of the statute as long as the words
of that statute charge an offense, or in any words sufficient to give the
accused notice of all the elements of the offense with which he is
charged. State v. White-Barnes, 1992 WL 368844 (Ohio App. 4 Dist.). .

Logically speaking, affidavits filed that allege misdemeanor violations should
not be subject to stricter standards of scrutiny than indictments charging
felonies. State v. White-Barnes, 1992 WL 368844 (Ohio App. 4 Dist.).
Therefore, it is permissible for those, too, to be framed in statutory
language.

None of the affidavits in this matter provide any other factual basis to justify
their requests for the issuance of the respective complaints. In order for this



court to be in the position to adequately assess the validity of the
accusations found therein, those affidavits must be reviewed to determine if
they present, at minimum, the three requirements essential for issuance of a
criminal complaint: 1) they must set forth a written statement of facts that
constitute the essential elements of the offense charged. The essential
elements of a given offense are those facts that must be proven to obtain a
conviction, 2) they must state the numerical designations of the Revised
Code Sections allegedly violated, and 3) they must be made under oath
before a person authorized to administer oaths. State v. Jones (2011) 2011
WL 4553117, State v. Patterson (1988), 1998 Ohio Lexis 2289.

Upon completion of this review, the court finds that each of the documents
before it meets these minimum requirements.

According to the statute, once the reviewing official is presented the
affidavits called for by R.C. 2935.09, the official is required to make a
determination as to the appropriate actions needed to substantiate or
debunk the allegations contained in each document.

At the beginning of this review, this court is mindful that despite any
conclusions it draws from the evidence found in the affidavits, its role here is
advisory in nature. The actual issuance of misdemeanor complaints by the
City of Cleveland, following the court’s review, may be based upon the
court’s determination that such charges should issue. That decision is
completely within the discretion of the City's prosecuting authority.

The City Prosecutor may also decide to issue felony complaints in the
Cleveland Municipal Court based upon his acceptance of the court’s
determination that there is probable cause to believe certain accusations
found in the affidavits posited against these Patrol Officers. However, those
felony charges and perhaps some, or all, of the misdemeanor charges must
ultimately be delivered to the Cuyahoga County Prosecuting Attorney and,
will then be subject to hAis discretion, and resolved in the Cuyahoga County
Court of Common Pleas.

Resort to this statutory process does not provide an “end around” either the
City or the County Prosecutor. The statute provides this court the ability to
review affidavits filed by private citizens for sufficiency and good faith. It
utilizes the standard of probable cause, the lowest standard of proof required
in any criminal proceeding for the conduct of that review. That statutory
schema does not, however, provide the court the ability to require that its
determination be substituted for the discretion of either the City or the
County Prosecuting authorities.



In State ex rel. Boylen v. Harmon, 107 Ohio St.3d 370, 2006-Ohio-7, 839
N.E.2d 934, .6 (per curiam), the Supreme Court of Ohio determined that
the procedure calling for a probable cause hearing under Crim.R. 4(A) was
applicable where affidavits are filed with a valid criminal complaint
under Crim.R. 3. It concluded that Crim.R. 4(A) does not apply where no
complaints and (as here) only affidavits are filed under R.C. 2935.09.
Boylen, supra, at § § 9 & 10.

In point of fact, close examination of the applicable statues and criminal
rules reveals that the trial court does not have the option of unilaterally
issuing a warrant on its own initiative in these private citizen initiated cases.

Prior Version of R.C. 2935.09

R.C. 2935.09 provides for the initiation of a criminal action by a “peace
officer” or “private citizen.” The statute was revised in 2006.

The prior version stated:

"In all cases not provided by sections 2935.02 to 2935.08, inclusive, of the
Revised Code, in order to cause the arrest or prosecution of a person
charged with committing an offense in this state, a peace officer, or

a private citizen having knowledge of the facts, shall file with the judge or
clerk of a court of record, or with a magistrate, an affidavit charging the
offense committed, or shall file such affidavit with the prosecuting attorney
or attorney charged by law with the prosecution of offenses in court or
before such magistrate, for the purpose of having a complaint filed by such
prosecuting or other authorized attorney.”

In State v. Jones, 2011 WL 4553117 (Ct. App. 11" Dist. Portage County
2011) the court, interpreting (the prior version) of R.C. 2935.09, explained
the statute as follows:

U x kK [A] police officer or a private citizen may employ either of two
methods 'in order to cause the arrest or prosecution of a person charged
with committing an offense[.]’ First, the complainant may allege that an
offense has been committed by filing an affidavit with a judge, clerk of court
of record, or magistrate. Second, the complainant may file such an affidavit
with a prosecuting attorney. * * *, In the former scenario, the affidavit is
the charging instrument and, in effect, becomes the complaint. Under the
latter scenario, the prosecuting attorney files a formal complaint and
attaches the affidavit thereto.” Patterson at *8, citing 2 Katz & Giannelli,
Criminal Law (1996) 2-3, Section 35.3.



Under the prior version of the statute, there were two ways that a
prosecution could be initiated by a private citizen; the first method was by
the filing of an affidavit with a judge or clerk of a court of record, and the
second was by filing an affidavit with the prosecuting attorney who, in turn,
would file a complaint. State v. McNeese (Oct. 23, 1995), 12 th Dist. No.
CAS3-12-108, 1995 Ohio App. LEXIS 4665, *14, 1995 WL 617589

citing State v. Maynard (1964), 1 Ohio St.2d 57, 58-59, 203 N.E.2d 332.

Current Version of R.C. 2935.09

The General Assembly amended R.C. 2935.09, effective June 30, 2006.
Am.H.B. No. 214, 151 Ohio Laws, Part III, 5973. The current version of the
statute states, in pertinent part:

"(A) As used in this section, ‘reviewing official’ means a judge of a court of
record, the prosecuting attorney or attorney charged by law with the
prosecution of offenses in a court or before a magistrate, or a magistrate.

(B) In all cases not provided by sections 2935.02 to 2935.08 of the Revised
Code, in order to cause the arrest or prosecution of a person charged with
committing an offense in this state, a peace officer or
a private citizen having knowledge of the facts shall comply with this section.

(C) A peace officer who seeks to cause an arrest or prosecution under this
section may file with a reviewing official or the clerk of a court of record an
affidavit charging the offense committed.

(D) A private citizen having knowledge of the facts who seeks to cause an
arrest or prosecution under this section may file an affidavit charging the
offense committed with a reviewing official for the purpose of review to
determine if a complaint should be filed by the prosecuting attorney or
attorney charged by law with the prosecution of offenses in the court or
before the magistrate. * * x ~

A comparison of the two versions shows that, under the amended statute,
the ability of a private citizen to “cause prosecution” by filing an affidavit is
now limited. Under the prior version, either a peace officer or a private
citizen may file an affidavit with the judge or a clerk of court to commence
prosecution. State v. Hooper (1971), 25 Ohio St.2d 59, 61, 267 N.E.2d 285.
Under the current version of the statute, a “peace officer” may still “cause
prosecution” by filing an affidavit with a “reviewing official” (i.e., a judge or
a prosecutor) or the clerk of a court. R.C. 2935.09(C). However, a private
citizen, to “cause prosecution,” now must file an affidavit with a “reviewing
official” for the purpose of review to determine if a complaint should be
filed by the prosecutor. R.C. 2935.09(D).
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Regarding the ability of a private citizen to initiate the criminal process, R.C.
2935.009 sets forth the “what.” R.C. 2935.10 sets forth the “how.” The
Ohio Supreme Court has consistently held that R.C. 2935.09 does not
mandate prosecution of all offenses charged by affidavit. State ex rel.
Boylen v. Harmon, 107 Ohio St.3d 370, 2006-0hio-7, 839 N.E.2d 934, ¢

6 (per curiam). R.C. 2935.09 “ ‘must be read in pari materia with R.C.
2935.10, which prescribes the subsequent procedure to be followed.’ ™ Id.

Under R.C. 2935.10 (A) in those cases where the charge that the private
citizen seeks to have initiated is a felony, the statute provides that upon a
finding of probable cause, the reviewing official shall issue a warrant for the
arrest of the person charged in the affidavit, unless the hearing official finds
that the affidavit “was not filed in good faith.” The language used, “shall,” is
mandatory, and would seem to suggest no discretion in the trial court, once
a determination of both probable cause and good faith is made.

However, the statute’s mandatory requirement that the trial court issue a
warrant solely based upon the existence of the facts contained in an affidavit
puts the statute at odds with the provisions of Crim.R. 4 (A). Crim.R. 4
(A)(1) governs criminal warrant, summons and arrest procedures. It reads,
as relevant to this discussion:

(A) Issuance

(1) Upon complaint. If it appears from the complaint, or from
an affidavit or affidavits filed with the complaint, that there is
probable cause to believe that an offense has been
committed, and that the defendant has committed it, a
warrant for the arrest of the defendant, or a summons in lieu
of a warrant, shall be issued by a judge, magistrate, clerk of
court, or officer of the court designated by the judge, to any
law enforcement officer authorized by law to execute or serve
it.

Such conflicts between statutes and the Supreme Court of Ohio’s Rules of
Court are subject to a provision of the Ohio State Constitution. Article 1V,
Section 5 (B) of the Ohio Constitution provides, in pari materia, that, “All
laws in conflict with such rules shall be no longer in effect after such rules
have taken effect.” Therefore, the warrant provision of R.C. 2935.10 (A)is
superseded by Crim.R. 4(A)(1). The rule requires that there be a complaint,
(or a complaint accompanied by an affidavit or affidavits) filed with the court
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before a warrant may issue, and is now the only legitimate vehicle by which
a felony warrant can result.

Therefore, pursuant to obligation imposed upon this court by R.C. 2935.09
with regard to review of the affidavits presented, the court determines the
following:

1. Identical accusations concerning six criminal violations are made by
all of the affiants against each of the accused in the various affidavits
filed with the court. For purposes of disposition, the identical criminal
charges made against each accused by each affiant are consolidated
according to the respective criminal charges. All affidavits alleging
allegations of a specific criminal violation are consolidated into one
allegation and disposed of accordingly based upon the court’s review
of the conduct of each accused.

2. As such, the court further finds that all of the affidavits presented
were executed in good faith.

3. With regards to the accusation of Aggravated Murder, in violation
of R.C. 2903.01, against the accused, FRANK GARMBACK, the court
finds that the accusation lacks probable cause.

4. With regard to the accusation of Aggravated Murder, in violation of
R.C. 2903.01, against the accused, TIMOTHY LOEHMANN, the court
finds the accusation lacks probable cause.

5. With regard to the accusation of Murder, in violation of R.C.
2903.02, against the accused, FRANK GARMBACK, the court finds the
accusation lacks probable cause.

6. With regard to the accusation of Murder, in violation of R.C.
2903.02, against the accused, TIMOTHY LOEHMANN, the court finds
that probable cause exists for the accusation.

7. With regard to the accusation of Involuntary Manslaughter, in
violation of R.C. 2903.04(B), against the accused, FRANK GARMBACK,
the court finds the accusation lacks probable cause.

8. With regard to the accusation of Involuntary Manslaughter, in
violation of R.C. 2903.04(B), against the accused, TIMOTHY
LOEHMANN, the court finds that probable cause exists for the
accusation.



9. With regard to the accusation of Reckless Homicide, in violation of
R.C. 2803.041, against the accused, FRANK GARMBACK, the court
finds the accusation lacks probable cause.

10. With regard to the accusation of Reckless Homicide, in violation of
R.C. 2903.041, against the accused, TIMOTHY LOEHMANN, the court
finds that probable cause exists for the accusation.

11. With regard to the accusation of Negligent Homicide, in violation
of R.C. 2903.05, against the accused, FRANK GARMBACK, the court
finds that probable cause exists for the accusation.

12. With regard to the accusation of Negligent Homicide, in violation
of R.C. 2903.05, against the accused, TIMOTHY LOEHMANN the court
finds that probable cause exists for the accusation.

13. With regard to the accusation of Dereliction of Duty, in violation of
R.C. 2921.44, against the accused, FRANK GARMBACK, the court finds
that probable cause exists for the accusation.

14. With regard to the accusation of Dereliction of Duty, in violation of
R.C. 2921.44, against the accused, TIMOTHY LOEHMANN, the court
finds that probable cause exists for the accusation.

Having completed its review of all of the affidavits in this matter, pursuant to
the requirements of R.C. 2935.09, this court determines that complaints
should be filed by the Prosecutor of the City of Cleveland and/or the
Cuyahoga County Prosecutor, in re: the accusations levied in the said
affidavits against the accused, Frank Garmback, in re: Negligent Homicide
and Dereliction of Duty. This determination shall be communicated and
forwarded to both prosecutors’ offices immediately contemporaneous with its
announcement.

Having completed its review of all of the affidavits in this matter, pursuant to
the requirements of R.C. 2935.09, this court also determines that complaints
should be filed by the Prosecutor of the City of Cleveland and/or the
Cuyahoga County Prosecutor, in re: the accusations levied in the said
affidavits against the accused Timothy Loehmann, for Murder, Involuntary
Manslaughter, Reckless Homicide, Negligent Homicide and Dereliction of
Duty. This determination shall be communicated and forwarded to both
prosecutors’ offices immediately contemporaneous with its announcement.



To reach these determinations, this court applies the standard of probable
cause, i.e., more than a mere suspicion but less than the quantum of
evidence required for conviction. The prosecutors, however, are ethically
required to decide whether, applying the highest standard of proof required
by law, to wit: beyond a reasonable doubt, it is more likely than not that a
reasonable trier of fact will hold the individuals accused in these affidavits
accountable for these, or any other crimes that might be alleged. This court
reaches its conclusions consistent with the facts in evidence and the
standard of proof that applies at this time.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

SN/

Judge Ronald B. Adrine
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In re: Criminal Charges Against Case No. 24SPM100
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SUPPLEMENTAL AFFIDAVIT OF GUERLINE JOZEF SUPPORTING CRIMINAL CHARGES AGAINST
DONALD J. TRUMP AND JD VANCE
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Judge (en band)

I, Guerline Jozef, being duly sworn according to law, testify as follows on behalf of the Haitian
Bridge Alliance, Inc.:

1.

I 'am a private citizen over the age of 18. I have personal knowledge of and am competent to
testify regarding the matters discussed below. I incorporate the facts stated in my previous,
amended affidavit of Septetmber 26, 2024, filed on September 30, 2024. I submit this
affidavit to supplement my previous testimony with additional information I have learned.

ADDITIONAL FACTS

In eatly September, Trump and J1D Vance began their campaign of lies against Haitian
immigrants, punctuated most notably by Trump’s comments during the September 10
presidential debate. Since then, tesidents in Springfield have continued to face violent
threats, harassment, and intimidation.

Miriam Jordan, An Ohio Businessman Faces Death Threats for Praising His Haitian Workers, N.Y.
TIMES (Sept. 30, 2024), hups://www.nytimes.com/2024/09/30/us/sprinefield-ohio-
haitaos-threats hirml (cataloguing much of the continuing threats in the Springfield

community, especially those to tesidents who support their Haitian neighbors).

Jamie McGregot is a Springfield resident and local business ownet, operating McGregor
Metals and employing many Haitian immigrants as machine operators, forklift drivers, and
quality inspectors. Haitians make up an estimated 10% of his company’s workforce.

Since Trump’s September 10—debate lies, McGregor and his family have been the target of
anti-immigrant sentiment and violence. Death threats have come in, targeting both

McGregor and his family, and forcing them to lockdown their business.

On September 12, federal law enforcement warned McGregor that some of the threats
against him were credible and encouraged him to take precautions for his family’s safety.
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5.

‘The reason for the vitriol against McGregor is clear. On September 18, 2024, a social-media
user on X posted images of posters found in Springfield featuring McGregor’s face and
labeling him a “traitor” for his hiring of Haitian immigrants.

; ;.i‘: ; % N f PR
T JAME Mccnacaﬂ

JAMIE MOREJOR
CLO, Medregor Uatat

Soon after, MeGregor’s company received voicemails echoing the claims made by Trump
and Vance, with one caller asking, “why are you importing Third Wotld savages who eat
animals and giving them jobs over United States citizens?”

Trump’s and Vance’s lies have similarly inspired direct ealls for McGregor’s death, such as a
voicemail stating, “the ownert of McGregor Metal can take a bullet to the skull and that

would be 100 percent justified.”

Mirtam Jordan, » Obio Bl/sme.rwiaﬂ Fzmr Dea//y Threats ﬁ;y Pmmﬂg His H a:z‘mrt W or;éfr: N.Y.

TIMES (Sept. 30, 2024),
haitians-threats hunl (detailing interview \vxrh McGregor, the effects on his famxly, and the
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A:»LaNomam X (Sept. 18, 2024, 11:37 AM),
status/1836429441423057138 (directing to the X post pichared

Since Trump’s September 10—debate lies, hate groups have converged on Springfield,

emboldened by Trump’s and Vance’s 1eg1rmuzmg of ant-Black sentiment, with the intent of
terrorizing Haitians immigrants and their supporters,

Neo-Nazis have been drawn to and have amplified Trump’s and Vance’s false claims. On

September 28th, neo-Nazis gathered in front of Mayor Rue’s home waiving swastika flags.

11:57 Chandra Law
threats he has received); @
8.
9.
10.

The Klu Klux Klan and the Proud Boys have similarly answered Trump’s and Vance’s call,

seeking to harass and intimidate Haitians in Springfield and those who support them,

On September 14, social media users on X shared images of flyers distributed throughout
Springfield by the Klu IKlux Klan. The flyets directly echo Trump’s call to forcibly deport
Haitians legally residing in Springfield and his baseless claim of Haitians bringing diseases to

the city.
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(documenting the various hate

groups that have been active in Springfield since Trump and Vance began spreading their

lies).
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@nlanard X (Sept. 14 024 40” AM)

2 (directing to the X post pictured
abovc) Odctte Youwf 1'/1 parmtzng alie abom‘ migrants in Obio, Trump excited extremists, NAT'L
Pus. RADIO (Sept. 24, 2024), hutps://wwwonpr.org/2024/09/24/nx-51-5118438 /neo-nazi-
(documenung the various hate groups, including the Proud
Boys, active in Spungﬁcld since Trump and Vance began spreading their lies.)

11. In the face of Trump’s and Vance’s pressure campaign against Springfield and the growing
danger to all city residents, Governor DeWine has expressed frustration about the futility of
appealing to Trump and Vance to change their conduct, saying in a September 30 interview
“[Jt’s clear nothing I would say would alter” their conduct. He noted Trump’s misconduct
during the debate: “T just started shaking my head,” DeWine recalled. “And then he kept on
itf” Latet in the interview, Governor DeWine was asked about the comments made by
Trump and Vance and said, “their comments ate just hurtful, they’re hurtful to a lot of
people . ..” ““To say that these people are illegal is just not right[j] you can’t make up stuff
like that,” he also said. As JDD Vaace, his fellow Republican and Senator from Ohio
continued to insist that his lie about eating pets was true and to falsely call the Haitians
“illegal aliens,” DeWine grew “just more infuriated.” “Yeah, after a while, because it got
cumulative, and then you keep thinking, “Well, they’re going to stop this,” he said. “Well,
they didn’t stop this, they just keep going.” The govetnor had to send in state troopers to
help Springfield, an enormous ¢cconomic cost.

Jonathan Martin, Just Not Right: A GOP Governor Confronts Trump's Lies, POLITICO (Sept. 30,
2024), hutps:/ fwww.politico.com/news /magazine /2024 /09 /30/dewine-ohio-gop-governos-

sonfrontsteump-lies-00181595 (interviewing Governor DeWine and containing the quotes

referenced above).

12. During the October 1, 2024 vice-presidential debate hosted by CBS News, JD Vance agein
falsely insisted that Haitians in Springfield are there illegally when he &nows they are these
with the permission of the U.S. government under legal status, using legal procedures. For
political gain and recklessly disregarding the consequences for Haitian immigrants and
Springfield as a whole, he claimed that Vice President Hatris had waved a “wand” to allow
the immigrants in, when he £nows she had nothing personally to do with it. The CBS News
moderators had to fact-check Vance. Just like his earlier admission to Dana Bash that he and
tramp have to “create stories” about Haitians for media attention, Vance admitted on stage
that he was lying when he protested, “The rules were that you guys weren’t going to fact

check!”
13. The video of the debate is widely available on the internet.

14. Vance insists on lying about Haitlans’ legal status when he knows the truth and the effect of
his lies on Springfield—and even when the governor of the state he represents says the
immigrants are here legally and pleads for Vance and Trump to szp.

15. These additional facts show both the harm and Trump and Vance have knowingly inflicted
and their persistence even when they know the truth.

[The rest of this page is blank intentionally]
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T affirmn the above to be truc to the best of my knowledpe under penalty of perjury.

('51;cr!j(lg/:\joch
Co-Founder and Executive Director
Haitian Bridge Alliance, Inc.

Swotn to and subscribed before me this £ day of October, 2024.
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