
Page	&	of	)	

	
	

	 	 	 	 									 	 	 																 	
October	),	010)	
	
Via	email	to	ddriscoll@clarkcountyohio.gov	and	tkohl@clarkcountyohio.gov;	and	
mdibartola@springfieldohio.gov	
	
Daniel	P.	Driscoll,	Esq.	
Clark	County	Prosecuting	Attorney	
?1	East	Columbia	St.,	Suite	))B	
Springfield,	OH	)??10	
BFG.?0&.&GG1	
	

Matthew	DiBartola,	Esq.	
City	of	Springfield	Chief	Prosecuting	Attorney	
?1	East	Columbia	St.,	)th	Floor	
Springfield,	OH	)??10	
BFG.F0M.FG)&

Re:	 Open	letter	regarding	criminal	charges	against	Donald	J.	Trump	and	JD	Vance	for	the	
harm	they	have	inflicted	on	Springfield,	Ohio	

Dear	Prosecutors	Driscoll	and	DiBartola:	

As	you	know,	we	represent	the	Haitian	Bridge	Alliance	and	its	executive	director	Guerline	Jozef	
regarding	the	affidavit	they	have	filed	under	R.C.	0BF?.1B(D)	charging	Donald	J.	Trump	and	JD	
Vance	with	various	felony	crimes	against	the	residents	and	institutions	of	Springfield,	Ohio.	The	
crimes	charged	include	inducing	panic,	making	false	alarms,	disrupting	public	services,	
aggravated	menacing	(Trump	only),	and	complicity.	

Those	charges	were	filed	in	Clark	County	Municipal	Court,	Case	No.	0)SPM&11,	on	September	
0),	010),	amended	on	September	F1,	and	supplemented	with	additional	facts	on	October	0.	The	
charges	are	under	judicial	review	under	R.C.	0BF?.&1(A).	We	know	you’ve	seen	them	but	a	
courtesy	copy	of	the	amended	charges,	including	the	recently	filed	supplemental	affidavit,	are	
attached.	

Our	clients	filed	these	charges	because	of	continuing	law-enforcement,	including	prosecutorial,	
inaction	in	the	face	of	Trump’s	and	Vance’s	ongoing	and	notorious	criminal	conduct—and	
because	of	the	devastating	impact	such	conduct	has	had	and	continues	to	have	on	Springfield’s	
residents	and	on	local	and	state	public	services.	As	you	know,	Trump’s	and	Vance’s	campaign	of	
false	alarms	and	inducing	panic	has	resulted	in		

• at	least	FF	bomb	threats;		
• evacuation	and	closures	of	schools,	colleges,	and	public	buildings;		
• fear	on	the	part	of	parents,	children,	and	families;		
• deployment	of	state-troopers	to	Springfield;		
• a	strain	on	non-emergency	and	emergency	call	centers,	and	police	and	other	emergency	

services;	
• threats	to	individuals	(including	a	man	threatening	a	Haitian	family	with	a	gun);		
• threats	to	Mayor	Rob	Rue	and	his	family;		
• threats	(deemed	credible	by	law	enforcement)	to	a	local	businessperson	and	business	

employing	Haitian	immigrants;		
• hospital	lockdowns;		
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• cancellation	of	planned	events,	including	the	01-year-running	CultureFest;	diversion	of	
police	resources;	and		

• much	more.		

You	are	in	an	even	better	position	than	we	to	catalogue	all	the	damage	to	Springfield	that	Trump	
and	Vance	have	caused.		

If	not	for	Trump’s	and	Vance’s	false	alarms	and	inducement	of	panic,	none	of	this	harm	would	
have	occurred.	With	their	false	accusations	of	crimes	by	Springfield’s	Haitian	community,	Trump	
and	Vance	have	relentlessly	stoked	the	flames	of	racial	and	ethnic	discord—with	predictable	
results.	They	have	persisted	in	spewing	their	harmful,	fear-mongering	lies	despite	knowing—from	
the	mayor,	governor,	city	manager,	and	media	fact-checkers—the	total	falsity	of	their	claims.	And	
they	did	it	knowing	what	the	effect	would	be.	Indeed,	even	when	confronted	with	the	effects,	they	
didn’t	care	and	they	didn’t	stop.	

We	write	now	for	two	reasons.		

First,	your	offices,	with	or	without	a	judicial	finding	of	probable	cause,	may	soon	receive	the	
matter	from	the	court.	We	would	like	to	assess	your	willingness	and	fortitude	to	prosecute	it.	We	
were	concerned	when	we	heard	that	at	least	one	prosecutor	apparently	tried	to	take	our	client’s	
affidavit	away	from	the	municipal	court	despite	our	clients’	express	invocation	of	
R.C.	0BF?.1B(D)’s	option	for	judicial	review.	We	understand	that	the	court	refused	the	demand,	
which,	if	it	occurred,	raises	the	specter	of	ex	parte	interference.	We	should	have	been	notified	of	
any	such	effort.	

Our	clients	were	just	as	concerned	when	Prosecutor	DiBartola	called	my	associate	stating	the	
clerk’s	office	was	“up	in	arms”	about	our	pre-filing	inquiries	to	the	clerk’s	office	and	asked	why	we	
were	trying	to	“circumvent”	prosecutors—even	though	R.C.	0BF?.1B(D)	plainly	authorizes	a	
private	citizen	to	proceed	directly	to	court.	

While	our	clients	don’t	have	to	explain	themselves	to	you,	they	seek	judicial	review	as	authorized	
by	statute	because	of	their	concern	that	prosecutor’s	offices	have	done	nothing	to	stop	the	
ongoing	crimes	happening	in	plain	sight.	Although	we	were	encouraged	by	Prosecutor	Driscoll’s	
statement	to	ABC	G	News	about	openness	to	pursue	the	facts	no	matter	who	the	subject	of	the	
investigation	is,	the	continued	paralysis	of	inaction	is	deeply	concerning.	

Second,	because	we	have	documented	in	Ms.	Jozef’s	affidavit	much	of	Trump’s	and	Vance’s	
conduct	and	its	impact	on	Springfield,	you	are	free	and	certainly	in	a	position	now	to	do	your	duty	
and	initiate	prosecutions	of	Trump	and	Vance.	You	do	not	have	to	wait	for	the	municipal	
court	to	rule	on	the	affidavit	we	submitted.	Now	that	the	facts	have	been	compiled	for	you—
and	you	must	have	more	to	add—you	can	swiftly	seek	your	own	warrants	for	Trump’s	and	Vance’s	
arrests	and	initiate	these	same	felony	charges,	or	more.		

Our	clients	do	not	understand	why	you	and	the	Springfield	police	have	still	not	acted.	(We	are	
copying	this	letter	to	Springfield	Chief	of	Police	Allison	Elliott,	whose	officers	could	file	an	
affidavit	like	ours	at	any	time	under	R.C.	0BF?.1B(A).)	We	filed	the	initial	charges	on	September	
0),	amending	them	on	the	F1th.	If	anyone	other	than	Trump	or	Vance	had	wreaked	this	havoc	on	
Springfield,	wouldn’t	you	have	acted	by	now?	
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As	a	former	federal	prosecutor,	Cleveland	law	director,	and	longtime	civil-rights	lawyer,	I	have	
seen	prosecutors—who	for	whatever	reason	don’t	wish	to	pursue	a	matter—hide	behind	grand-
jury	secrecy	and	claim	that	it’s	“up	to	the	grand	jury.”	While	that’s	technically	true,	it	also	betrays	
an	unbecoming	and	improper	reluctance	to	ask	the	grand	jury	to	charge	and	to	advocate	for	that	
charge,	as	is	customary.	It	disclaims	any	intention	to	seek	the	truth	and	pursue	justice	and	reveals	
a	determination	to	bury	the	matter	in	the	shroud	of	grand-jury	secrecy.		

Our	firm	experienced	this	mindset	in	the	case	of	the	Cleveland	police	officers	who	slew	&0-year-
old	Tamir	Rice.	In	that	matter,	the	police	union	admitted	that	prosecutors	had	afforded	the	
officers	special	treatment	by	letting	them	read	prewritten,	self-serving	statements	to	the	grand	
jury	and	face	no	cross	examination.	I	also	experienced	it	as	Cleveland’s	law	director	when	our	
prosecutor’s	office	would,	based	on	the	evidence,	charge	police	officers	with	felony	assault	only	to	
see	the	county	prosecutor’s	office	bury	the	matter	in	the	grand	jury	and	represent	to	us	the	grand	
jury	“wasn’t	interested.”	

It	was	the	county	prosecutors	who	weren’t	“interested.”	

A	competent,	dedicated,	interested	prosecutor	truly	devoted	to	law	and	order	can	obtain	a	grand-
jury	indictment.	Probable	cause	is	a	low	legal	standard.	You	have	it	in	abundance	here.	

We	seek	a	public	pronouncement	from	your	offices	that	you	recognize	and	care	about	the	harm	
that	Trump	and	Vance	have	inflicted	on	your	community	and	that	you	are	going	to	hold	them	
accountable	swiftly	and	without	fear	or	favor—just	as	you	would	were	any	other	open,	notorious,	
and	serious	crime	inflicted	on	victims	and	government	in	Springfield.	We	ask	you	to	announce	a	
swift	timetable	for	charging.	

But	if	you	are	not	inclined	to	hold	Trump	and	Vance	accountable—and	thus	far	no	such	interest	
has	been	signaled—please	just	say	so	publicly	now.	Please	recuse	yourselves	and	ask	the	court	to	
appoint	a	special	prosecutor	of	its	own	choice	with	demonstrated	experience	in	prosecuting	high-
profile	matters.	That	can’t	be	the	Ohio	attorney	general,	a	highly	partisan	actor	who	has	endorsed	
Trump	and	Vance	and	has	already	disgraced	himself	by	publicly	dismissing	the	charges	as	
meritless	minutes	after	they	were	filed.	

We	recognize	that	the	lawlessness	two	national	figures	have	brought	to	Ohio	is	unfamiliar	
territory	for	us	all.	It	must	be	overwhelming	for	local	authorities.	Trump	has	demonstrated	
vindictive	tendencies	toward	local	government	officials,	so	any	public	servants	would	naturally	
experience	trepidation	and	deep	disquiet	as	they	consider	their	duties.		

But	your	own	residents	are	suffering.	They	didn’t	ask	for	this	to	happen.	If	there	is	to	be	any	rule	
of	law	or	equal	justice	under	law,	act	you	must.	If	any	other	individual	had	targeted	any	Ohio	
community	as	relentlessly	and	persistently	with	false	alarms,	inducing	panic,	and	disrupting	
public	services	in	the	way	Trump	and	Vance	have,	they	would	have	already	been	held	accountable	
to	criminal	law.	As	our	amended	bench	memo	shows,	Ohio	courts	have	routinely	rejected	the	
First	Amendment	excuses	of	those	who	have	caused	less	chaos	than	Trump	and	Vance	have.	

We	recognize	that	this	is	a	difficult	situation.	Thank	you	for	your	consideration.	We	look	forward	
to	hearing	your	public	commitment	to	holding	Trump	and	Vance	accountable	and	to	the	charges	
you	will	pursue.	Please	feel	free	to	call	me.	
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Respectfully	yours,		

	
Subodh	Chandra	(he/him)	
	
Cc:	 Chief	Allison	Elliott	(AElliott@SpringfieldOhio.gov)	
	
Attachments:	Amended	bench	memo,	amended	charges,	and	supplemental	affidavit	
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• S.C.O. § 501.10 (Complicity). 

 The Haitian Bridge Alliance and Ms. Jozef respectfully request that this Court make 

independent findings of probable cause based on the facts presented—and issue warrants for 

Trump’s and Vance’s arrests. 

1. R.C. 2935.09 authorizes private citizens to file criminal charges and requires this 
Court to issue arrest warrants if the charges, as is the case here, are supported by 
probable cause and filed in good faith. 

 
R.C. 2935.09(D) authorizes a private citizen to file an affidavit charging criminal offenses. 

R.C. 2935.09 (Person having knowledge of offense to file affidavit—official review before complaint 

filed) provides, in relevant part: 

(A) As used in this section, “reviewing official” means a judge of a court of record, the 
prosecuting attorney or attorney charged by law with the prosecution of offenses in a 
court or before a magistrate, or a magistrate. 

 
(B) In all cases not provided by sections 2935.02 to 2935.08 of the Revised Code, in order to 

cause the arrest or prosecution of a person charged with committing an offense in 
this state, a peace officer or a private citizen having knowledge of the facts shall 
comply with this section. 

 
*** 
 
(D) A private citizen having knowledge of the facts who seeks to cause an arrest or 

prosecution under this section may file an affidavit charging the offense 
committed with a reviewing official for the purpose of review to determine if a 
complaint should be filed by the prosecuting attorney or attorney charged by law 
with the prosecution of offenses in the court or before the magistrate. A private 
citizen may file an affidavit charging the offense committed with the clerk of a court of 
record before or after the normal business hours of the reviewing officials if the clerk's 
office is open at those times. A clerk who receives an affidavit before or after the normal 
business hours of the reviewing officials shall forward it to a reviewing official when the 
reviewing official’s normal business hours resume. 

 
(Emphasis added.)  
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When the R.C. 2935.09(D) affidavit charges a felony, as the amended affidavit does here, 

R.C. 2935.10(A) (Filing of affidavit or complaint procedure) commands as follows: 

(A) Upon the filing of an affidavit or complaint as provided by section 2935.09 of the 
Revised Code, if it charges the commission of a felony, such judge, clerk, or magistrate, 
unless the judge, clerk, or magistrate has reason to believe that it was not filed in good 
faith, or the claim is not meritorious, shall forthwith issue a warrant for the arrest of the 
person charged in the affidavit, and directed to a peace officer; otherwise the judge, 
clerk, or magistrate shall forthwith refer the matter to the prosecuting attorney or other 
attorney charged by law with prosecution for investigation prior to the issuance of 
warrant. 
 

In short, unless the judge has reason to believe the charge was not filed in good faith, or the claim is 

not meritorious (that is, lacks probable cause), the court must forthwith “issue a warrant for the 

arrest of the person charged” that’s “directed to a peace officer.” Accord State v. Fraley, 2020-Ohio-

3763, ¶ 13 (12th Dist.). 

Even if prosecutors disregard a probable-cause finding and discontinue a prosecution—

which they shouldn’t here—R.C. 2935.09 establishes a process through which a “private citizen” 

may “cause an arrest or prosecution” against a person known to have committed a crime. To 

accomplish this purpose, a civilian may simply “file an affidavit charging the offense committed” 

with a judge. R.C. 2935.09(A) and (D). From there, “R.C. 2935.10 governs the procedure” that must 

be followed. State ex rel. Boylen v. Harmon, 2006-Ohio-7, ¶ 10. 

The statutes plainly state the procedure. If a citizen files an affidavit charging a felony, the 

reviewing judge “must issue a warrant for the arrest of the person charged” unless there is reason to 

believe the charge lacks merit or was filed in bad faith. Boylen at ¶ 7; R.C. 2935.10(A). And that 

warrant must be “directed to a peace officer.” R.C. 2935.10(A). “[O]therwise,” a judge is required to 

“refer the matter to the prosecuting attorney” if there are concerns that the filing is not in good faith 

for if further investigation is required. Id. 

Sometimes a court’s statutory authority can be misunderstood. For example, in In re: 

Affidavits Relating to Timothy Loehmann & Frank Garmback, et al. at 4, 7–8 (attached to the 
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accompanying Affidavit of Guerline Jozef), the Cleveland Municipal Court properly understood the 

judge’s role in making a probable-cause determination within a citizen-initiated criminal proceeding 

under R.C. 2935.09(D) and 2935.10, and found probable cause. But the court’s attention was 

diverted by a superficial conflict between Crim.R. 4(A) and R.C. 2935.10, both of which address the 

issuance of warrants. The court wrongly concluded that the judge’s role is merely advisory. 

The Supreme Court of Ohio has rejected that analysis: 

There is no conflict here between R.C. 2935.10 and Crim.R. 4(A). Crim.R. 4(A) applies when 
affidavits are filed with a valid criminal complaint under Crim.R. 3. R.C. 2935.10 governs the 
procedure when only affidavits have been filed under R.C. 2935.09. 
 

Boylen, 2006-Ohio-7, at ¶ 10.  

Likewise, in State ex rel. Brown v. Nusbaum, 2017-Ohio-9141, at paragraph 12, the Court held: 

A trial court’s obligations with regard to citizen affidavits are defined by R.C. 2935.09 and 
2935.10. R.C. 2935.09(D) authorizes a private citizen “who seeks to cause an arrest or 
prosecution” to “file an affidavit charging the offense committed with a reviewing official 
for the purpose of review to determine if a complaint should be filed by the prosecuting 
attorney.” We read this section in pari materia with R.C. 2935.10, which “prescribes the 
procedure to be followed once a citizen files a criminal complaint” under R.C. 2935.09. State 
ex rel. Bunting v. Styer, 147 Ohio St.3d 462, 2016-Ohio-5781, 67 N.E.3d 755, ¶ 15. If the 
citizen affidavit charges a felony, R.C. 2935.10 directs a judge who is reviewing the affidavit 
to do one of two things: (1) “issue a warrant for the arrest of the person charged in the 
affidavit” or (2) “refer the matter to the prosecuting attorney * * * for investigation prior to 
the issuance of [a] warrant” if the judge “has reason to believe that [the affidavit] was not 
filed in good faith, or the claim is not meritorious.” R.C. 2935.10(A); see State ex rel. Boylen v. 
Harmon, 107 Ohio St.3d 370, 2006-Ohio-7, 839 N.E.2d 934, ¶ 7. 
 

(Emphasis added.) The conditional “if,” quoted from the statute, means that the court cannot find 

probable cause and yet decline to issue an arrest warrant. 

Because issuance of a warrant is required whether affidavits have been filed 

under R.C. 2935.09 or a criminal complaint has been filed under Crim.R. 3 and probable cause 

exists, there is no reasoned justification not to issue a warrant here based solely on the legal status of 

the individuals asking for it or the absence of a criminal complaint.  
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Indeed, if a citizen cannot cause a warrant to issue by filing such an affidavit, that would 

raise the question of how a “peace officer who seeks to cause an arrest or prosecution” can also 

accomplish the same thing through a judicial officer without the help of a prosecutor using the same 

statutory scheme. R.C. 2935.09(C); see R.C. 2935.10(A) (requiring a court to act upon “the filing of 

an affidavit or complaint as provided by section 2935.09 of the Revised Code” (which includes 

peace-officer affidavits) without conditioning that requirement on the identity of the individual filing 

the affidavit).  

As this Court knows, Ohio’s police officers regularly rely on that mechanism to charge 

suspected criminals and acquire warrants for their arrest. Because R.C. 2935.10(A) does not 

distinguish between an affidavit filed by a peace officer under R.C. 2935.09(C) and one filed by a 

private citizen as permitted by R.C. 2935.09(D), this Court should respond the same way in either 

case by issuing a warrant if probable cause exists. 

Regardless of a prosecutor’s discretion to choose the State’s course in any given citizen-

initiated case, R.C. 2935.10(A) directs a judge to act by issuing a warrant for arrest and directing it to 

a police officer. After all, only a “a neutral and detached magistrate” has the power to consider the 

available evidence and issue an arrest warrant carrying the force of law. Johnson v. United States, 333 

U.S. 10, 14 (1947). Under constitutional principles, the decision about whether a person suspected 

of a crime should be arrested “cannot” be “judged by the officer engaged in the often competitive 

enterprise of ferreting out crime.” Id. So, within that fundamental legal framework, an application 

of R.C. 2935.10(A) serves as a legislative directive that a judge, if satisfied that a citizen has 

established probable cause to believe a felony was committed, “shall forthwith issue” an arrest 

warrant. That is a substantive bestowing of jurisdictional authority, not a mere procedural 

mechanism of the Ohio Rules of Criminal Procedure. See e.g. State v. Jefferson, 1999 WL 959189, *3 

(2nd Dist.) (holding that where statutory substantive law provides judicial authority to issue a 
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warrant, that authority cannot be abridged, enlarged, or modified by the Criminal Rules); State v. 

Brooks, 2022-Ohio-2478, ¶ 10 (“[L]aws affecting rights, which may be protected by procedure, are 

substantive in nature.”); Havel v. Villa St. Joseph, 2012-Ohio-552, ¶ 5 (holding that where the 

legislature creates a statutory right to judicial action (such as bifurcation of trial), the right is 

“substantive law that prevails over a procedural rule.”). 

2. This Court should affirm that there is probable cause based on the facts presented in 
the affidavit and issue arrest warrants because the statutes require it and because 
prosecutors have not acted. 
   
Although the facts presented in the affidavit are open and notorious for the world to see, 

local prosecuting attorneys have not yet acted to protect the community and hold Trump and Vance 

accountable for the harm they have caused. Since the charges were originally filed on September 24, 

prosecutors have still not acted—even though Ms. Jozef and our firm have prepared the probable-

cause affidavit and collected the facts there reported.  

Thus, the Haitian Bridge Alliance and Ms. Jozef request that this Court independently find 

probable cause based on the facts presented and issue arrest warrants for both Trump and Vance. 

Probable cause having already been determined by this Court, prosecuting attorneys must make a 

public and transparent decision about whether they stand for the rule of law—or whether they will, 

by their complete inaction, further coddle Trump and Vance and afford them special treatment that 

no one else who had wreaked such havoc would be afforded. 

3. The probable-cause standard is a low threshold, and the affidavit charging Trump 
and Vance meets it. 

 
A trial court may issue an arrest warrant or summons under R.C. 2935.10(B) upon a finding 

of probable cause. Affidavits under R.C. 2935.09(D) are governed by Crim.R. 4, which provides for 

an independent determination of probable cause by a judge, magistrate, clerk of court, or officer of 

the court designated by the judge. State v. Moss, 2003-Ohio-6053, ¶ 18 (5th Dist.).  
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The effect is that while the Court can issue an arrest warrant based on the affidavit, it cannot 

reject the complaint without affording the complainant a hearing for the Court to independently 

determine probable cause, even when the prosecutor disagrees. See id at ¶¶ 15, 17, 18, 22. 

Crim.R. 4 also contains a lesser hearsay standard, which allows for a finding of probable 

cause based on hearsay evidence, in whole or in part, when there is a substantial basis for believing 

both that the hearsay source is credible and that there is a factual basis for the information 

furnished. Most if not all the evidence presented in the affidavit is not hearsay. The evidence 

includes videorecorded admissions or written statements, threats, and actions by Trump and Vance 

themselves, along with government statements by Governor Mike DeWine, Springfield Mayor 

Robert Rue, and others about the falsity of Trump’s and Vance’s statements. To the extent there is 

any hearsay, it comes from reliable and reputable sources. The facts are essentially indisputable. 

The Haitian Bridge Alliance asks this Court to find probable cause that criminal charges are 

warranted for the violated statutes because of the harmful lies repeatedly spewed by Donald J. 

Trump and JD Vance and their impact on the community. Probable cause exists when the facts and 

circumstances known, which are reasonably trustworthy, are sufficient to warrant a prudent 

individual in believing another has committed or is committing an offense. State v. Cavalier, 2012-

Ohio-1976, ¶ 31 (2nd Dist.) citing Beck v. State of Ohio, 379 U.S. 89, 91 (1964).  

This is not a high bar. Probable cause is a lower threshold than “by a preponderance of the 

evidence” because it does not require the precision or high level of certainty needed for a 

preponderance of the evidence. See Kaley v. U.S., 571 U.S. 320, 338 (2014), Gerstein v. Pugh, 420 U.S. 

103, 121 (1975). Probable cause relies on a reasonable belief, which is less stringent than proof that 

something is more likely true than not, as the preponderance-of-the-evidence standard requires. See 

State v. Reniff, 2001-Ohio-4353, ¶ 50 (8th Dist.) (O’Donnell, J. dissenting). And, of course, probable 
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cause is a far less stringent standard than beyond a reasonable doubt, the standard required for 

criminal convictions. 

The evidence about Trump’s and Vance’s misconduct recounted in the attached affidavit 

meets this low threshold. And if anyone else had done what they have done, to the devastating effect 

experienced in Springfield, police and prosecutors would have filed charges by now. Trump and 

Vance have knowingly spread a false and dangerous narrative by claiming that Springfield, Ohio’s 

Haitian community is criminally killing and eating neighbors’ dogs and cats and killing and eating 

geese. They accused Springfield’s Haitians of bearing deadly disease. They repeated such lies during 

the presidential debate, at campaign rallies, during interviews on national television, and on social 

media.   

 The direct impact on Springfield, Ohio of Trump’s and Vance’s unrelenting lies cannot be 

overstated. During the last two weeks, Springfield has received 33 bomb threats. Many public 

institutions have been forced to evacuate, and vital local resources have been diverted to investigate 

the barrage of threats to the community. As detailed in the attached, incorporated affidavit, the 

Haitian Bridge Alliance seeks arrest warrants for Trump and Vance because they 

¥! !"#$%&'(!)&%*+",)#($-",(# in violation of R.C. 2909.04(A) and 2909.04(B) by causing 
widespread bomb and other threats that have resulted in massive disruptions to the 
public services in Springfield, Ohio. 
 

¥! ./!()0/+#()/+/$.#  in violation of R.C. 2917.32(A) by knowingly causing alarm in the 
Springfield, Ohio community by continuing to repeat lies that state and local officials 
have said are false. 
 

¥! "1!%,(!)&/1",  in violation of R.C. 2917.31(A) and S.C.O. § 509.06 by causing serious 
public inconvenience or alarm by continuing to repeat lies that state and local officials 
have said are false. 
 

¥! ,2.."''(!)'(+(,2..%1",/'"21#)3/$/##.(1'  in violation of R.C. 2917.21(A) and 
S.C.O. § 537.08 by spreading claims they know to be false during the presidential debate, 
campaign rallies, nationally televised interviews, and social media. 
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U'W%%?%80/)*/9)667(9&')9$(/2-()8969/7(.1(6)>(-*1.$!-&-*/(.119!-$0=%)40$)4#+8$01=%0$15;$%
A$01(77$<=%$,$0#$75@%,$345"<%1$0645$1%A$01(77$<=%(0%$,$0#$75@%)"54<48@%A$01(77$<%/.(
$-0'.*+(/.()*(-&-$;-*!7(.$(/.('$./-!/()*+('$-0-$:-()*7('-$0.*(.$('$.'-$/7(
1$.&(0-$9.%0('2709!)6(2)$&-%
%

UYW%%4.('-$0.*(02)66(@*.>9*;67(%0-()*7(!.&'%/-$5(!.&'%/-$(070/-&5(!.&'%/-$(
*-/>.$@5(/-6-!.&&%*9!)/9.*0(+-:9!-5(.$(./2-$(-6-!/$.*9!(+-:9!-(.$(070/-&(.$(/2-(
9*/-$*-/(0.()0(/.(+90$%'/5(9*/-$$%'/5(.$(9&')9$(/2-(1%*!/9.*0(.1()*7('.69!-5()40$=%
-+%!)/9.*)65(!.&&-$!9)65(.$(;.:-$*&-*/)6(.'-$)/9.*0" (
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3.$%45"5$6/%7(,-$889:#%9:5$;$/5%9:%-;(5$759:#%-<=897%/")$5>%":0%(;0$;%"88(?/%)(;%5.$%8$#9/8"5<;$%

5(%;$#<8"5$%7(:0<75%5."5%9:5$;)$;$/%?95.%@95"8%-<=897%/$;@97$/%89A$%-(897$B%)9;$B%":0%#(@$;:,$:5%

)<:759(:9:#2%3.$%;$"/(:9:#%9:%5.$%7"/$8"?%"--89$0%5(%5.$%/5"5<5$/%09/7<//$0%"=(@$%"--89$/%?95.%$C<"8%

)(;7$%.$;$2%D</5%"/%?95.%,"A9:#%)"8/$%"8";,/%":0%9:0<79:#%-":97B%5.$%/-$$7.%"5%9//<$%#($/%=$>(:0%

/9,-8$%;.$5(;97%":0%=$7(,$/%9:5$#;"8%5(%"%7;9,9:"8%"752%3.$%!"#$%7(<;5%"7A:(?8$0#$0%5."5%5.$%

7(:5$E5%()%5.$%/-$$7.B%?.$5.$;%5(%7"</$%-":97%9:%5.$%/5;$$5/%(;%,"A$%"%)"8/$%;$-(;5%5(%8"?%

$:)(;7$,$:5B%9/%A$>%5(%?.$5.$;%F9;/5%G,$:0,$:5%-;(5$759(:/%"--8>2%G/%5.$%&'()**%7(<;5%/5"5$0B%

(5.$;? 9/$H-;(5$75$0%/-$$7.%7(<-8$0%?95.%7;9,9:"8%-<;-(/$%,">%I."@$%5.$%$))$75%()%)(;7$%5(%)"88%

(<5/90$%F9;/5%G,$:0,$:5%-;(5$759(:2J%3.$ %09/;<-59:#H-<=897H/$;@97$/%/5"5<5$6/%0;")5$;/%,"0$%95%78$";%

5."5%5.$%,"::$;%()%0(9:#%/(%0($/:65%,"55$;K%956/%5.$%+,-+'*)%5."5%,"55$;/2%L !"#$ M%&"'2$4%() 2$

N#** 6+ B%O2N2%P*Q*2Q'%+&*RS1%+IT5U(%=$%"%@9(8"59(:%()%5.9/%/$759(:B%5.$%9:5$;)$;$:7$%,</5%$95.$;%=$%

-<;-(/$)<8B%-).#-/()**%'0%12)%3)#"*%)3+('4)/B%(;%,</5%9:@(8@$%A:(?9:#8>%0","#9:#%(;%5",-$;9:#%?95.%

-;(-$;5>2J1%+$,-."/9/%"00$012%

V$;$B%5.$%-<;-(/$B%5.$%7(:5$E5B%":0%5.$%/$@$;$%09/;<-59(:%";$%;$"098>%"--";$:52%3;<,-%":0%

W":7$%$:#"#$0%9:%"%-<;-(/$)<8%-"55$;:%()%7(:0<75%5(%9,-$0$%-<=897%/$;@97$/%9:%4-;9:#)9$802%X$/-95$%

/$$9:#%5."5%4-;9:#)9$80%?"/%/<))$;9:#%);(,%;$-$"5$0%=(,=%5.;$"5/B%$@"7<"59(:/B%.(/-95"8%8(7A0(?:/B%

:$7$//95>%()%/5"5$H5;((-$;%0$-8(>,$:5B%":0%78(/<;$/%()%#(@$;:,$:5%=<9809:#/B%5.$>%7(:59:<$0%5(%

0(<=8$B%5;9-8$B%":0%C<"0;<-8$%0(?:%(:%5.$9;%)"8/$%78"9,/2%N95>%())979"8/%"--$"8$0%5(%3;<,-%":0%W":7$%

;$-$"5$08>B%/">9:#%I?$%:$$0%.$8-B%:(5%."5$BJ%5(%:(%"@"982%3;<,- 6/%":0%W":7$6/%;$)</"8/%5(%/5(-B%

0$/-95$%/$;9(</%7."(/ %5.$>%?$;$%9:)89759:#%":0%5.$%#(@$;:(;6/%":0%,">(;6/%-8$"/B%.9#.89#.5/%5.$9;%

7;9,9:"8%-<;-(/$%9:%/-;$"09:#%5.$/$%89$/2%3.$%7."(/%7"</$0%5#*%5.$%-<;-(/$B%":0%5.$%F9;/5%

G,$:0,$: 5%"))(;0 /%:(%-;(5$759(:%)(;%5."5%7",-"9#:%()%7;9,9:"8%7(:0<752%
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!" ! #$%&'()*!(+)*,-(,)**./(%0-(1$--(0'--,2()0()*(-3,%0-(/.( !"#$#!%&"!
'!(!)*++,"&)$'&*"-%.$/$--+!"' 0%
%

+,%"#$%&'()$%&!*+!,'-.%'-%"%#.(/0%()%0(12324"1%51(##$.6%6/$7%38$%982(%"33(.,$:%#$,$."1-%

48"11$,#2,#%38$%4(,6323/32(,"123:%()%0(.32(,6%()%;<=<%>*&?<>&%@3$1$4(AA/,24"32(,6%8"."66A$,3B%(,%

C2.63%DA$,7A$,3%#.(/,76<%E8$%F263.243%=(/.3%726A266$7%38$%A"33$.-%.$4(#,2G2,#%A2,2A"1%.26H%()%

482112,#%0.(3$43$7%$I0.$662(,%J8$, %;<=<%>*&?<>&K6%0/.0(6$%26%3(%63(0%L4.2A2,"1%4(,7/43-%,(3%38$%

$I0.$662(,%()%(M$,62N$%60$$48<O%"#$%&'()$%&!/'&.01!2+2+3+!*+!,'-.%'-%P&>%C<Q/00<P7%R'S-%RRR%

@T<F<982(%>U&VB<%%

E$1$4(AA/,24"32(,6%)(.%"%1$#232A"3$%1"J)/1%0/.0(6$%".$%,(3%0.(82523$7-%W/63%38(6$%

4(AA/,24"32(,6%A"7$%3(%"5/6$-%8"."66-%",7%38.$"3$,%(38$.6<%E8$%R38%=2.4/23%"M2.A$7%38$%726A266"1-%

72M$.$,32"32,#%4.2A2,"12G2,#%0(12324"1%$I0.$662(,%).(A%4.2A2,"12G2,#%4(AA/,24"32(,6%A"7$%J238%38$%

60$42X4%2,3$,3%3(%"5/6$-%8"."66-%",7%38.$"3$,<%"#$%&'()$%&!/'&.01!2+2+3+!*+!,'-.%' -%?'P%C$7<D00I<%

PR>-%PR*%@R38%=2.<%>U&VB<%E826%"00.("48%26%4(,6263$,3%J238%8(J%982(%4(/.36%8"N$%4(,63./$7%

8"."66A$,3%J2382,%38$%63"3/3$K6%A$",2,#<%4''!'+5+!4606'!*+!7##.89%-%&?V%982(%D00<P7%?PS-%?P?%@&63%F263<%

>UUVB%@7$412,2,#%3(%"001:%;<=<%>*&?<>&%J8$.$%38$.$%J"6%2,6/M242$,3%$N27$,4$%38"3%38$%"44/6$7%

L2,3$,7$7%3(%"1".A%(.%3(%4"/6$%6/563",32"1%$A(32(,"1%7263.$66%3(%38$%.$4202$,3<OB<%

E./A0 K6%",7%Y",4$K6%.$1$,31$66%",7%0$.6263$,3%4(AA/,24"32(,6%J$.$%,(3%W/63%8"3$)/1-%38$:%

J$.$%4"14/1"3$7%3(%632.%"1".A%",7%$A(32(,"1%7263.$66%2,%38$%4(AA/,23:<%E8$:%0$.0$3/"3$7%"5/6$%",7%

8"."66A$,3%()%Q0.2,#X$17K6%Z"232",%4(AA/,23:%@",7%38$%4(AA/,23:%"3%1".#$B-%4.(662,#%).(A%0(12324"1%

60$$48%3(%4.2A2,"1%4(,7/43-%J238%38$%,$4$66".:%2,3$,3%)(.%J8248%982(%4(/.36%1((H<%[8"3%6$0"."3$6%

38$%1$#232A"3$%0.(3$43$7%60$$48%).(A%38$%4.2A2,"1%"43%26%38$%2,3$,3<%E./A0%",7%Y",4$%$I4$$7$7%38$%

5(/,7".2$6%()%0(12324"1%.8$3(.24%J8$, %38$:%H,(J2,#1:%3((H%6"1"42(/6%./A(.6%"5(/3%4.2A$6%6/00(6$71:%

4(AA233$7%5:%Z"232",6\ 41"2A6%38$:%H,$J%".$%)"16$\ ",7%"A012X$7%38$A%3(%"%,"32(,"1%"/72$,4$%3(%

4"/6$%)/.38$.%3.(/51$<%E8$:%J$.$%4(,).(,3$7%J238%5(38%38$%)"1623:%()%38$2.%41"2A6%",7%38$%7$N"63"32,#%

2A0"436%(,%38$%Q0.2,#X$17%4(AA/,23:-%:$3%48(6$%3(%H$$0%#(2,#%",:J":<%E8$2.%"432(,6%J$.$%,(3%
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/$3(41<$%="1.1"45%14%>9014#:$,/%14%"%?";%.7".%.70$".$4$/%+(33-41.;%5")$.;%"4/%5$+-01.;%)(0%.7$%

$4.10$%+(33-41.;@%A7$%B105.%C3$4/3$4.%/($5%4(.%90(.$+.%.7$5$%"+.1(45@%A0-39%"4/%D"4+$%

14.$4/$/%.(%7"0"55%="1.1"45%14%>9014#:$,/%"4/%.7$%$4.10$%+(33-41.;%"5%"%0$5-,.@%E-5.%2$+"-5$%1.%5$0F$5%

.7$10%9(,1.1+",%"#$4/"%.(%7"0"55%="1.1"4%1331#0"4.5%/($5%4(.%3"G$%.7$%"+.%()%.$,$+(33-41+".1(45%

7"0"553$4.%"4;%,$55%+01314",@%

!"! #$%&'()*++,-(%.!(/$!!(.'!!)0(*.(*+(!1)%.!(-,( !"#$#!%&"%$##'$($)!*%+!"$,&"#"(

H4%!"#$%&'%()$#&*%+,%(-**".)*8%.7$%/$)$4/"4.%?"5%+7"0#$/%?1.7%"##0"F".$/%3$4"+14#%").$0%

.70$".$414#%?(0G$05%".%"4%"2(0.1(4%+,141+%?71,$%90(.$5.14#%.7$0$@%&IJ%671(%C99@J/%'K%LM4/%N15.@%

&**OP@%A7$%.01",%+(-0.%+(4F1+.$/%N-441#"48%7(,/14#%.7".%715%14"21,1.;%.(%133$/1".$,;%+"00;%(-.%.7$%

.70$".5%?"5%"4%133".$01",%/$)$45$@%64%"99$",8%.7$%"99$",5%+(-0.%"))103$/%Q-/#3$4.8%7(,/14#%.7".%

.70$".5%.7".%14.131/".$%(0%+"-5$%)$"0%(0%"990$7$451(4%14%.7$%0$+191$4.%/(%4(.%0$+$1F$%B105.%

C3$4/3$4.%90(.$+.1(4@%A7$%+(-0.%4(.$/%.7".%RS1T.%3"G$5%4(%/1))$0$4+$8%)-0.7$03(0$8%.7".%N-441#"4%

?"5%$U$0+1514#%715%+(45.1.-.1(4",,;%90(.$+.$/%01#7.%.(%90(.$5.%"2(0.1(45%".%.7$%.13$%7$%3"/$%.7$%

.70$".5@V%(-**".)*%".%K&@%A70$".58%0$#"0/,$55%()%?7$4%.7$;%"0$%3"/$8%)",,%(-.51/$%()%.7$%B105.%

C3$4/3$4.@%

E-5.%,1G$%14%(-**".)* 8%A0-39%$4#"#$/%14%(.7$0?15$%+(45.1.-.1(4",,;%90(.$+.$/%59$$+7%".%.7$%

.13$%7$%3"/$%715%.70$".5%"#"145.%.7$%="1.1"4%+(33-41.;@%A7$%-4/$0,;14#%9(,1.1+",%59$$+7%15%."0#$.%()%

4$1.7$0%.7$%5.".-.$%4(0%.7$%9"0.1+-,"0%+7"0#$5%"#"145.%A0-39@%A7$;%."0#$.%.7$;%"+.1(4%()%3"G14#%

(.7$05%2$,1$F$%.7$%9$09$.0".(0%?1,,%+"-5$%5$01(-5%97;51+",%7"03%.(%.7$10%9$05(4%(0%90(9$0.;@%>-+7%

.70$".5%"0$%4(.%90(.$+.$/%2;%.7$%B105.%C3$4/3$4.@%%

A0-39%.70$".$4$/%.7".%7$%?(-,/%+(4/-+.%3"55%/$9(0.".1(45%()%>9014#)1$,/W5%="1.1"4%

1331#0"4.58%?7(%"0$%,"?)-,,;%0$51/14#%14%.715%+(-4.0;8%.(%D$4$<-$,"X "%,"4/%.7$;%7"F$%4$F$0%G4(?4@%

A7".%15%"%,"?,$55%.70$".%()%)(0+$@%C5%14%(-**".)* 8%1.%/($5%4(.%3"..$0%.7".%A0-39%+-00$4.,;%,"+G5%.7$%
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+(,$-%.(%/"--0%(1.%.2(3$%.2-$".34%52".%6"..$-3%73%.2$%6$33"#$%3$8.%.(%.2$%9"7.7"8%+$(+:$%78%

;+-78#)7$:<=%0(1%,7::%>$%)(-/$<%)-(6%0(1-%2(6$3%"8<%3$8.%.(%"%/(18.0%0(1?@$%8$@$-%A8(,84%%

B2$%C7-3.%D6$8<6$8.%<($38?.%+-(.$/.%.2".%.0+$%()%+2037/":%.2-$".4%

!"! #$%&'()*+(,)*-.(-)**/0(%1.(!$..(1'..-2()1()*(.3-%1.(0/(4.( !"#$%&!&'"(

;+$$/2%78.$#-":%.(%/-7678":%/(8<1/.%73%"6(8#%.2$%/".$#(-7$3%()%3+$$/2%:(8#%-$/(#87E$<%>0%.2$%

F4;4%;1+-$6$%G(1-.%"3%)"::78#%(1.37<$%()%.2$%C7-3.%D6$8<6$8.4%H8%!"#$%&'I%187(8%(-#"87E$-3%,$-$%

31$<%>0%"%31++:0%/(6+"80%").$-%+7/A$.78#%.(%+-$331-$%.2$%/(6+"80%78.(%31++:078#%+-(<1/.3%(8:0%.(%

187(8%-$."7:$-3I%"%+-"/.7/$%.2".%,(1:<%2"@$%>$$8%"#"783.%3.".$%:",4%!"#$%&'I%JJK%F4;4%".%L*&M*J4%N8%

"++$":I%.2$%F4;4%;1+-$6$%G(1-.%"))7-6$<%O1<#6$8.%)(-%.2$%31++:0%/(6+"80I%<$/:7878#%.(%@7$,%.2$%

+7/A$.78#%187(8%6$6>$-3?%"/.7(83%78%73(:".7(84%527:$%$8#"#$<%78%(.2$-,73$%+-(.$/.$<%3+$$/2I%

+7/A$.78#I%.2$0%,$-$%$8#"#$<%78%P"%378#:$%"8<%78.$#-".$<%/(1-3$%()%/(8<1/.I%,27/2%,"3%78%@7(:".7(8%()%

Q733(1-7?3%@":7<%:",4R%!"#$%&'I%JJK%F4;4%".%L*S4%B2$%18:",)1:%/(8<1/.%()%3(:7/7.78#%"8<%/"1378#%(.2$-3%

.(%>-$"A%.2$%:",%<($3%8(.%>$/(6$%:$33%/-7678":%,2$.2$-%/(66187/".$<%+-7@".$:0%(-%".%"%:$/.$-84%

B-16+%"8<%T"8/$%"-$%/(6+:7/7.%78%-$/-17.78#%(.2$-3I%/(83+7-78#%,7.2%"8<%"7<78#%"8<%">$..78#%

(8$%"8(.2$-I%"8<%78%/"1378#%(.2$-3%.(%/(667.%(U$83$3%"#"783.%.2$%;+-78#V$:<%9"7.7"8%/(66187.04%

B2$%3+$$/2%.2$0%13$<%.(%/"13$%(.2$-3%.(%/(667.%.2(3$%(U$83$3%73%3+$$/2%78.$#-":%.(%/-7678":%

/(8<1/.4%W13.%"3%78%!"#$%&'I%B-16+%"8<%T"8/$%$8#"#$<%78%"%/"6+"7#8%()%:7$3%.(%3(:7/7.I%+-(/1-$I%"8<%

/"13$%(.2$-3%.(%)1-.2$-%.2$7-%2"-63%"#"783.%9"7.7"8%7667#-"8.3%78%;+-78#V$:<4%B-16+%"8<%T"8/$%

)-"6$<%;+-78#V$:<?3%9"7.7"8%/(66187.0%"3%<73$"3$X-7<<$8I%61-<$-(13I%"8<%"8%76678$8.%.2-$".%.(%

.2$7-%8$7#2>(-3?%+$-3(83%"8<%+-(+$-.04%B2$0%A8$,%.2$3$%-$6"-A3%,$-$%:7A$:0%.(%/"13$%2"-"336$8.%()%

9"7.7"83%78%;+-78#V$:<I%"8<%.2".%.2$7-%)":3$%/:"763%,(1:<%:$"<%(.2$-3%.(%/"13$%6"337@$%<73-1+.7(83%.(%

;+-78#V$:<?3%+1>:7/%3$-@7/$34%B2".%73%$Y"/.:0%,2".%(//1--$<4%Z(.2%6$8%A8$,%,2".%.2$0%,$-$%<(78#%

"8<%+$-373.$<%$@$8%"3%/2"(3%$831$<4%B2$7-%/(8<1/.%-$31:.$<%78%(@$-%JJ%>(6>%.2-$".3%"8<%.2-$".3%

"#"783.%/7.0%(U7/7":3%"8<%78<7@7<1":3I%3(6$%(@$-.:0%$Y+-$3378#%.2$%3"6$%@7.-7(:%B-16+%"8<%T"8/$%,$-$%
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$+#"#$,%-+%./0$",-+#1%2(./-3"4.%5$0$%4(67$,%,(5+1%869((4.:%6(44$#$.:%"+,%#(;$0+<$+3%=>-4,-+#.%

5$0$%$;"6>"3$,%"+,%64(.$,1%!"0$+3.%"+,%69-4,0$+%5$0$%?44$,%5-39%)$"0%"+,%39$-0%4-;$.%5$0$%,-.0>/3$,1%

@9$%A-0.3%B<$+,<$+3%,($.%+(3%.9-$4,%39$-0%60-<-+"4%6(+,>63%C>.3%=$6">.$%39$D%>.$,%39$-0%4$63$0+%3(%

/$0/$30"3$%-31%%

! "# $%&'()*+%&"#

E(<<-33-+#%60-<-+"4%"63.%-+%39$%6(+3$F3%()%/(4-3-6"4%./$$69%,($.%+(3%4">+,$0%39$%60-<-+"4-3D%

)0(<%39$%"631%@9$0$%-.%"%6(</$44-+#%.3"3$%-+3$0$.3%-+%/0$.$0;-+#%(0,$0%"+,%/>=4-6%.")$3D1%@9-.%-.%.$0;$,%

=D%$+.>0-+#%50(+#,($0.%4-7$%@0></%"+,%G"+6$:%59(%6">.$%)"4.$%"4"0<.:%-+6-3$%/"+-6:%<"7$%390$"3.:%

"+, %9"0"..%<$<=$0.%()%39$%6(<<>+-3D:%"+,%7+(5-+#4D%"+,%/>0/(.$4D%6">.$%(39$0.%3(%,(%.(:%"0$%

/>+-.9$,1%@9$%60-<-+"4%.3"3>3$.%69"0#$,%9$0$%.$$7%3(%,(%C>.3%39"31%

@0></%"+,%G"+6$%6(>4,%+(3%9";$%0$".(+"=4D%39(>#93%39$-0%64"-<.%5$0$%30>$1%B3%$;$0D%3>0+:%

)"63H69$67$0.:%/0$..:%39$%#(;$0+(0:%39$%<"D(0:%39$%6-3D%<"+"#$0:%8/0-+#)-$4,%0$.-,$+3.:%"+,%(39$0.%3(4,%

@0></%"+,%G"+6$%39"3%39$-0%64"-<.%5$0$%=".$4$..1%@0></I.%"+,%G"+6$I.%,$4-=$0"3$%-#+(0"+6$%,($.%

+(3%$F6>.$%39$-0%60-<-+"4%6(+,>631%B%,$)$+,"+3%-.%60-<-+"44D%4-"=4$%59$+%9$%J,$4-=$0"3$4D%64(.$K.L%9-.%

$D$.%3(%59"3%5(>4,%(39$05-.$%9";$%=$$+%(=;-(>.1M%!"":%"#$#:%83"3$%&#%'()"*+,:%N(1%OPOQ%EB%PPPPR:%

OPOQHS9-( HROTQ:%"3%U%&V%WN(;1%OX:%OPOQ%V39%Y-.31%A"-0)-$4,Z1%@0></%"+,%G"+6$%"0$%$[>"44D%6>4/"=4$%
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