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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO

GEORGEANNA M. SEMARY,

. Plaint.f Case No. CV-23-984974
LESLIE ANN CELEBREZZE, ET AL, Visiting Judge Reeve Kelsey
D fendants.

PLAINTIFF GEORGEANNA SEMARY’S OPPOSITION TO DEFENDANT LESLIE ANN
CELEBREZZE’S MOTION TO STRIKE FROM THE RECORD PORTIONS OF THE SUBPOENA
SERVICE RETURNS TO MARK DOTTORE AND THE DOTTORE COS.

Plaintiff Georgeanna Semary respectfully opposes Defendant Leslie Ann Celebrezze’s
motion to strike from the record portions of the subpoena service returns to Mark Dottore and The
Dottore Cos. (jointly, “Dottore”). Celebrezze secks to strike and hide from public view a quoted text
message the evidence shows she sent Mark Dottore: “I know its [si¢| early but my house 1s still
quiet. I know your [siz| stressed out. You need to make love to me this week I feel safe when I am 1n
your arms.”

L ISSUES PRESENTED

A. A party generally lacks standing to complain about a subpoena to a nonparty unless the
party asserts privilege or confidentiality. Celebrezze’s sexual proposition to Mark
Dottore to come over and “make love” to her 1s neither privileged nor confidential.
Should the Court deny Celebrezze’s motion to strike portions of the Dottore subpoena
service returns because Celebrezze lacks standing?

B. Civ. R. 45 requires parties to file subpoena service returns. Sup.R. 44—45 require court
records be open except under narrow circumstances that don’t apply here. These rules
effect the First Amendment right of access to court records and Ohio Const. Art. 1,

§ 16’s open-courts requirement. Violations invite writs of mandamus and prohibition.
Celebrezze’s lack of standing aside, should this Court defy this law and hide from public
access subpoena language Celebrezze doesn’t like?

C. Striking court-filing content is a drastic and seldom-granted remedy. Courts strike such
content as (1) scandalous or impertinent only where the language 1s “extreme or
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offensive” and (2) immaterial only when they “bear no possible relationship to the

controversy.” The challenged language 1s neither extreme nor offensive (although

Celebrezze’s alleged misconduct 1s) but does advance Ms. Semary’s claims. Celebrezze’s

standing-deficiency aside, should the Court let her rewrite its public record to her liking?
IL. ARGUMENT

A. Defendant Celebrezze lacks standing to join nonparty Dottore’s motion to strike

because the subpoenas were not directed to her, she claims no privilege or

confidentiality, and she faces no concrete injury.

To start, Defendant Celebrezze lacks standing to challenge subpoena language directed to a
nonparty. For this reason alone the Court should deny her motion. A party generally lacks standing
to complain about a third-party subpoena unless the party is asserting privilege or confidentiality.'

So Celebrezze lacks standing to purportedly “join” nonparty Dottore’s motion. Celebrezze
makes no claim of privilege or confidentiality over the challenged subpoena-return language. And
how could she? Even with the greatest lawyetly creativity, her sexual come-on to Mark Dottore 1sn’t
privileged. The whole point is that they weren’t married. She was a judge. He wasn’t her “client”—
he was the receiver she regularly appointed to profit from her parties’ cases. And the sexual overture
1sn’t confidential 1n any legal sense, like supposedly being a trade secret. The sexual invitation could
also hardly be said to stem from internal judicial deliberation. Indeed, by harrumphing about
authenticity, foundation, and supposed lack of testimony, Celebrezze tries to cast doubt on whether
the communication even exzsted—without denying it does. She 1sn’t claiming that if it does or did
exist, 1t’s privileged or confidential.

Beyond her indignancy at being caught and called out for her hanky-panky with Mark

Dottore, Celebrezze faces and argues no concrete injury from the language of a subpoena service

' See, eg., YIDI, I.1.C. v. JHB Hotel, 1.1..C., 2016-Ohio-6955, 70 N.E.3d 1231, 48 (8th Dist.) (citing
Donahoo v. Ohio Dept. «f Youth Servs., 211 F.R.D. 303, 306 (N.D. Ohio 2002)) (denying motion to
quash subpoena directed to nonparty because absent claim to protect privileged or confidential
information, party lacks standing to challenge a subpoena issued to nonparty).
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return 1ssued to him. Chafing about what is 1n the Court record because it exposes allegations about
your misconduct 1s different from experiencing concrete injury.

Having failed to assert privilege or confidentiality to establish standing, Celebrezze can’t now
introduce new arguments on reply. And after finding Celebrezze lacks standing and denying her
motion for that reason, the Court need address no further arguments. But if the Court does, the
next substantive one about open courts is most important.

B. The Court should deny Defendant Celebrezze’s motion to strike for all the
reasons related to Sup.R. 44-45, Ohio Const. Art. I, § 16, and the First
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution contained in Ms. Semary’s opposition to
nonparties Dottore’s brief.

If, contrary to the controlling authority on subpoenas to nonparties, the Court still somehow
tinds Celebrezze has standing to move to strike—which it shouldn’t, the Court should still deny
Celebrezze’s motion because she’s urging this Court to violate bedrock Ohio- and federal-
constitutional open-court principles.

Because most of her arguments are the same as Dottore’s, Ms. Semary incorporates by
reference her opposition and its relevant exhibits to Dottore’s fully briefed motion to strike the
subpoena returns. For the Court’s convenience, she re-attaches the relevant exhibits here.” To sum
up, Celebrezze beseeches this Court to violate the First Amendment and Ohio Const. Art. I, § 16

rights of public access to court records, along with Sup.R. 44—45. The answer to this request, as

explained, should be “no.”

* Aff. of Lisa Moran Dottore (testifying about seeing Celebrezze’s sexual text message to Mark
Dottore and authenticating Moran Dottore’s contemporaneous notes about that (attached as Ex. 1);
Aff. of Alejandro Semary (testifying about seeing Celebrezze weep when Mark Dottore did not
come to Georgeanna Semary’s birthday party (attached as Ex. 2); Aff. of Nicole Wilson (same)
(attached as Ex. 3); Aff. of Sandra Wolff (same) (attached as Ex. 4); Def. Celebrezze’s Response to
Requests for Admissions (denying affair but admitting Dottore was supposed to attend Ms. Semary’s
birthday party and cancelled) (attached as Ex. 5).

Beyond all of this, Ms. Semary’s testimony about her detailed knowledge of the
Celebrezze/Dottore affair will be consistent with her allegations in the Complaint.
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C. Contrary to Celebrezze’s claims, firm evidentiary foundation for the subpoena-
return language exists in the form of testimony from Mark Dottore’s former wife
Lisa Moran Dottore.

Neither recetver Mark Dottore nor his benefactor Judge Celebrezze can leverage a protest
about supposed lack of evidentiary foundation—swhich as to subpoenas 1s an unprecedented,
tautological argument anyway—because firm evidentiary foundation exists. Celebrezze asked and so
Ms. Semary provides evidence again—indeed, even more—here.

Celebrezze claims that the witness (Lisa Moran Dottore) hasn’t been deposed, nor her notes
authenticated. But neither 1s necessary for a party to request a specific document from a third party
via subpoena, nor for that party to file—and for the Court’s record to reflect—an accurate subpoena
return. Celebrezze cites no law to support her circular argument that a party must already have
evidentiary foundation before seeking evidence from a nonparty. Were that the law, there would
hardly be a need for subpoenas.

In any case, Celebrezze 1s wrong. Lisa Moran Dottore, Mark Dottore’s former wife, testified
1n her attached atfidavit about Celebrezze’s explicit, August 6, 2008 sexual text-message to Mark
Dottore that her house 1s quiet, she knows he’s “stressed out,” that she “feels safe in [his] arms,”
and that she wants him to “make love to” her that week. Ms. Moran Dottore also authenticated her
contemporaneous notes writing that text message down verbatim shortly after she memorized it.”

In her deposition, too, which Celebrezze fought to prevent (so much for wanting evidentiary

foundation), Ms. Moran Dottore reinforced her affidavit testimony, again authenticating her

contemporaneous notes about the text message’s content.” She didn’t waiver.

* Aff. of Lisa Moran Dottore and her contemporaneous notes (attached as Ex. 1; also attached as
Ex. 1 to the Dep. of Lisa Moran Dottore—see n. 4 below).

* Dep. of Lisa Moran Dottore at 10:25-12:20 and 15:3-16:5 and Ex. 2 to that deposition transcript
(transcript and exhibits attached to this opposition as Ex. 6) (Plantiff will refile this transcript once
Ms. Moran Dottore has signed it and provided any errata pages; captioned video of Ms. Moran
Dottore’s deposition is being manually filed today as Ex. 6-Video).
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Beyond Celebrezze’s explicit beckoning of Mark Dottore for a tryst, Ms. Moran Dottore
testified about even more reasons she reached a “well-founded” conclusion® that Celebrezze and her
now-ex-husband were having an affair, including

e Celebrezze’s inexplicably rude behavior toward Ms. Moran Dottore at a birthday
party for Mark Dottore that Ms. Moran Dottore organized for him (and to which
Celebrezze was not invited)®;

e abundant texting between Celebrezze and Mark Dottore at all hours of the day and
night’;

e multiple charges at the LaQuinta Inn by Wyndham in Independence, Ohio on Mark
Dottore’s business credit card for overnight stays, including on New Year’s Eve, just
minutes from Celebrezze’s home®;

o multiple people in the legal community informed Ms. Moran Dottore about the
affair’;

And Celebrezze well knew that Ms. Moran Dottore knew about the affair. After Celebrezze’s
August 6, 2008 sexual text-message invitation, when Celebrezze called Mark Dottore, Ms. Moran
Dottore answered the phone and told her to “stay the fuck away from my family”)." Celebrezze
never denied anything."' Ms. Semary will testify that Celebrezze came into the office weeping about

Moran Dottore’s knowledge of the affair.

> 1d. at 66:7-20.

¢ Id. at 12:25-13:16 and 15:3—-16:5.
" Id. at 16:22-17:6.

8 1d. at 20:9-16 and 63:20—64:19.

? Id. at 51:10-53:11.

1 1d. at 23:16-26:14.

" See id.
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Beyond all of this, at least three witnesses, like Ms. Semary, saw Celebrezze bawling when
Mark Dottore at the last minute said he would not attend Ms. Semary’s birthday party.'” Celebrezze
admits Dottore was supposed to attend but cancelled.” And Ms. Semary will testify that Mark
Dottore was no friend of hers. So Mark Dottore was Celebrezze’s date to the party and he stood her
up. Hence the heartbreak.

D. The Court should deny Celebrezze’s motion to strike because she cannot meet
her high burden of showing that the challenged sentence is immaterial,
impertinent, or scandalous under Civ.R. 12(F)—or for that matter that the
allegations are “obviously false.”

Celebrezze’s motion asks this Court to strike portions of the subpoena service returns under

Civ.R. 12(F), declaring them “‘redundant, immaterial, [...,] or scandalous matter.” She’s wrong on

every front.

1. The standard under which portions of a court filing may be stricken is
very high and Celebrezze cannot surmount it.

While Civ.R. 12(F) provides: “the court may order stricken from any pleading any...
mmmaterial, impertinent, or scandalous matter,” Defendant Celebrezze failed to disclose the high
standard under which a court may do so:

The striking of a portion of a pleading is a drastic remedy which is seldom granted absent a

showing of real prejudice to the moving party. Courts generally strike parts of a pleading for

being scandalous or impertinent only where the language 1s extreme or offensive. An

allegation may be stricken for being immaterial only when it bears no possible relationsh.p to the
controversy."*

2See Aff. of Alejandro Semary at 6-10 (attached as Ex. 2); Aff. of Nicole Wilson at 4-6 (attached as
Ex. 3); Aff. of Sandra Wolf at 5-8 (attached as Ex. 4).

Y Def. Celebrezze’s Responses to Plaintiff Semary’s Requests for Admissions, Response to Req.
Nos. 58 and 59 at p. 11 (attached as Ex. 5).

' See, e.0., Hnghes v. Lavender, S.D. Ohio No. 2:10-cv-674, 2011 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 79710, at *2 (July
20, 2011) (emphasis added). We set aside for the moment but preserve the fact that Civ.R. 12(F)’s
plain language refers only to pleadings (that is, complaints and answers) and not other filings like
subpoena service returns.
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The policy reasons behind this are apparent: Court should afford parties the freedom to
litigate their cases, should not permit parties to increase the costs of litigation with side battles about
what is 1n the case record, and above all should not try to distort the public case record.

The specific text message being quoted in the subpoena return in which Celebrezze urges
Dottore to come over and “make love to” her that week, saying she “feels safe in [his] arms,” 1sn’t
“redundant.” It can’t possibly be said to bear no possible relationship to the controversy. It is
specttic direction to the subpoena recipients to not pretend to “forget” to provide a particular
relevant Celebrezze/Mark Dottore message from the requested time span. The language sends the
message to both Mark Dottore and his lawyers: “We know this exists. Don’t pretend otherwise.”
Claiming that specifying this message is redundant is like protesting that highway construction-zone
warning signs provide too much information.

Celebrezze protests that “Inclusion of the language is not only unnecessary, it is a
transparent attempt to get the substance of an unauthenticated document...1nto the court’s public
record for the purpose of facilitating publication on counsel’s website and by media out[lets]...”
First, the subpoenas to Dottore reacted to the fact that she has yet to comply with document
requests for all her messages with Mark Dottore. And the specific language was necessary because
she falsely denied the affair in her responses to requests for admissions.

Her claimed clairvoyance about motive and its irrelevance aside, she happens to be wrong.
Plaintiff’s counsel published nothing about this obscure subpoena-return language wntil Dottore and
Celebregze raised this controver y with their unprecedented motions asking this trial Court to
unconstitutionally distort the public court record—actions that would trigger proceedings in
mandamus and prohibition. Celebrezze and Dottore’s gambits raise a matter of genuine public
interest and alarm. Before Dottore and Celebrezze urged the Court toward lawlessness, the filing of

a subpoena return hardly seemed newsworthy. Thus, any purported wounds to Celebrezze and
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Dottore—and they show none—are self-inflicted.” In any case, all of Plaintiff’s counsel’s
communications about this matter strictly comply with Prof.Cond.R. 3.6(b) (Trial Publicity safe
harbors), which reflects First Amendment interests.

In any case, the alleged falsity of a matter is not among the grounds for a motion to strike."®

“The Court 1s ill-equipped at the pleading stage to determine whether or not an allegation is false.”"’

“But even if an allegation is deemed to be untrue, that does not mean it must be stricken.”'®
“Motions to strike should be granted only where the pleading contains allegations which are obvious’y
false and clearly injurious to a party.””” Here, when Celebrezze is challenging not even a complaint
allegation but particular subpoena-return language that accurately and precisely describes records
Plaintiff 1s seeking, the Court should not be micromanaging, much less distorting, the Court record’s
accuracy.
2. The subpoena’s language specifying Defendant Celebrezze’s sexual
invitation when she has both regularly appointed Mark Dottore as a
receiver and denied an affair in the litigation is not “extreme or
offensive”—it is central to issues in this suit and bears on her credibility.
To begin with, the language used in Ms. Semary’s duly served subpoena 1s neither extreme
nor offensive. As Lisa Moran’s testimony, contained in both her affidavit and deposition transcript,

show, the language accurately quotes the specific Celebrezze-to-Dottore text message that Ms.

Semary is seeking to help her corroborate her knowledge of an affair and defuse Celebrezze’s

' See Streisand Effect, Wikipedia, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Streisand effect (“The Streisand
effect 1s an unintended consequence of attempts to hide, remove, or censor information, where the
effort instead backfires by increasing awareness of that information.”)

' Fleischer v. A.A.P., Ine., 180 F. Supp. 717, 721 (S.D.N.Y. 1959).

" Hughes, S.D. Ohio No. 2:10-cv-674, 2011 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 79710, at *6 (citing E.E.O.C. ». FEM
Grorp, Ltd., 657 F. Supp. 2d 957, 966 (E.D. Tenn. 2009)).

'8 Id. at *6-=7 (citing Housing Ct portunities Pri ject for Excellence, Inc. v. K y Colos y No. 4 Condo. Assoc., Inc.,
510 F. Supp. 2d 1003, 1015 (S.D. Fla. 2007)).

¥ Id. at *7 (citing Watson & Son Pet S11 plies v. Lams Co., 107 F. Supp. 2d 883, 887 (S.D. Ohio 1999)
(emphasis added).
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baseless denials. This 1s an affair that Celebrezze—despite mounting evidence to the contrary—
denies in her responses to requests for admission.” What s “extreme and offensive” is Defendant
Celebrezze’s behavior in carrying on an illicit affair with a receiver she regularly appoints to loot
divorcing couples’ assets and from whom she receives benefits. That a defendant engaged in
scandalous conduct 1s not grounds to strike from a court filing that defendant’s o words.

It’s ironic that Celebrezze, who regularly presides over divorce cases in which evidence far
more extreme than the supposedly offensive sentences at issue, and Mark Dottore, who profits as a
recetver 1n those cases, purport to pearl clutch when it 1s their own shenanigans at 1ssue.

3. The allegations are material and pertinent: that is, given the claims
involved, it cannot be seriously argued that “they bear no possible
relationship to the controversy.”

Next, the subpoena language that Defendant Celebrezze, sans standing, protests is material
and pertinent to Ms. Semary’s claims. The gist of Ms. Semary’s complaint 1s that

e Celebrezze made various admissions to Ms. Semary about the Mark Dottore affair,

e Celebrezze retaliated against her for the discharge of her duties as a public servant in
providing open-court records to a news organization investigating the relationship,
and

e Celebrezze did so to retaliate against and intimidate Ms. Semary because of Ms.
Semary’s knowledge of the corrupt Celebrezze/Mark Dottore sexual affair.
Celebrezze has committed herself to denying the affair.

Evidence to the contrary 1s thus not only material and pertinent, but bears directly on Celebrezze’s

lack of credibulity.

* Def. Celebrezze’s Responses to Plaintiff Semary’s Requests for Admissions, Response to Req. No.
110 at p. 20 (attached as Ex. 5).
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To recover punitive damages, a plaintiff must prove that a defendant acted with “actual
malice”—that 1s, “(1) that state of mind under which a person’s conduct 1s characterized by hatred,
il will, or a spirit, of revenge; or (2) a conscious disregard for the rights and safety of other persons
that has a great probability of causing substantial harm.”*' The “conscious disregard” type of malice
(which must be proved to recover punitive damages) “requires a party to possess knowledge of the
harm that might be caused by his behavior.”*

Because “it 1s rarely possible to prove actual malice otherwise than by conduct and

2y &<

surrounding circumstances,” “actual malice can be inferred from conduct and surrounding
circumstances which may be characterized as reckless, wanton, willful, or gross.”” And the U.S.
Supreme Court has held that while a defendant need not have engaged 1n independent egregious
conduct to be subject to punitive damages, “[e]gregious or outrageous acts may serve as evidence
supporting an inference of ... evil motive.”*

Thus, Celebrezze’s motive and intent (which continues to this very day) to cover up her
lascivious, corrupt conduct 1s relevant to Ms. Semary’s discovery endeavors.
1. CONCLUSION

Defendant Celebrezze, like nonparties Mark Dottore and The Dottore Cos., urges this Court

to violate Ohio’s open-court principles. She lacks standing to do so. Her motion offers this non

! See, e.g., Preston v. Mur'y, 32 Ohio St.3d 334, 336 (1987).

** Frendeman v. Landirg (f Canton, 702 F.3d 318, 330 (6th Cir. 2012) (quoting Malone v. Cour yard ly
Marriott L.P., 74 Ohio St.3d 440, 446 (1990)) (emphasis added). By addressing the “conscious
disregard” theory above, Ms. Semary does not limit her prerogative to argue at trial that “actual
malice” was present under both the “conscious disregard” and “vengeance” theories.

* Frendeman, 702 F.3d at 330 (quoting Villella v. Waiken Motors, Inc., 45 Ohio St.3d 36, 37 (1989)
(cttations omutted), abrogated on other grounds [y R.C. 2315.21(D)).

* Kolstad v. Amer. Dental Ass’n, 527 U.S. 526, 538 (1999) (“The allowance of exemplary damages
depends upon the bad motive of the wrong-doer as exhibited ly his acts.”’) (citation omitted) (emphasis
1n opinion). See also Ohio R. Evid. 404(b) (other-acts evidence 1s admissible to prove “motive,
opportunity, intent, preparation, plan, &nowlecge, identity, or absence of mistake or accident”).
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sequitur in support: “This 1s a new case, with no case management schedule...” This doesn’t bear on
whether this Court should strike from the record language in an accurate subpoena return. Sunshine
1s the best disinfectant, and Celebrezze seeks to conduct this litigation in the shadows.

We echo the theme of questions we asked 1n opposition to Dottore’s motion to strike.
Thoroughly responding to these motions to strike has required submitting the very evidence that
nonparty and party alike falsely insinuated (without coming out and saying) did and could not exist.
Will Celebrezze now lead the Court down the path of infinite regression in which she files additional
motions to strike the oppositions to motions to strike and the attached evidence? Or will she learn
her lesson and—with proper ethical guidance from her counsel under Prof.Cond.R. 3.3—finally
grasp that at some point, she would be best served to stop her efforts at denial and cover up? Yes,
the consequences of accepting responsibility will be significant—perhaps judicial-career ending. But
her every move here, from her refusals to comply with discovery requests for her communications
with Mark Dottore, to her false denials, to this latest gambit in trying to hide from the public the
content of her own erotic, adulterous text message—each is fraught with even greater peril.

For these, all the above reasons, and those in Ms. Semary’s opposition to Dottore’s motion
to strike, the Court should deny Celebrezze’s motion to strike and encourage no more side litigation
asking the Court to distort the public record.

December 29, 2023 /s/ Subodh Chandra
Subodh Chandra (0069233)
Donald P. Screen (0044070)
The Chandra Law Firm LL.C
1265 West 6™ Street, Suite 400
Cleveland, Ohio 44113
216.578.1700 (p) / 216.578.1800 (f)

Subodh.Chandra@Chandral.aw.com
Donald.Screen@Chandral .aw.com

Conpsel for Plaint [ Geoigeanna M. Sema.y
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Certificate of Service

I certify that my office served a copy of this filing today through the Court’s electronic-filing system
and by email to Defendants’ counsel.

[s/ Subodh Chandra
One of the attorneys for Plaintiff Georgeanna M. Semary
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Affidavit of Lisa Moran
I, Lisa Moran, being duly sworn according to law, testify as follows:

1. T am over the age of 18, I have personal knowledge of and am competent to testify
reparding the matters set forth in this Affidavit.

2. [ was married to Mark Dottore from November 27, 1987 ta January 6, 2020.

3. At 7:30 am on August 6, 2008, while I was at home in our bedroom, I saw a text message
from Leslie Ann Celebrezze (hereinafter “Celebrezze™) appear on the screen of Mark’s
iPhone. His phone was on the nightstand and he was outside watering flowers. Iread the
message, which said: “I know it is early but my house is still quiet. I know your stressed
out. You need to make love to me this week [ feel safe when I am in your arms.” I read
the text three times.

4. Thad previously seen Mark receive texts and telephone calls from Celebrezze. He would
respond to her.

5. 1 was upset to see Celebrezze’s text message on Mark’s phone, which is why I read it three
times to sear it into my memory. Later that day, I transcribed on a notecard, word-for-
word, what Celebrezze wrote to my husband. A true and correct copy of my transcription
is attached.

6. My additional contemporaneous notes, which I also wrote August 6, 2000 underneath the
transcription for context, read as follows:

SAME DAY CHARLES TOLD ME THAT HE PICKED UP TEXTS
WHILE WE WERE IN NEMACOLIN — SHE CALLED HIM

THE NIGHT OF HIS SURPISE PARTY SHE WAS SO INCREDIBLY
RUDE TO ME I GOT SUSPICIOUS — SHE HAD TO LEAVE EARLY
AND SHE TEXT HIM AGAIN “DON’T BE MAD” SEEMS SHE
KNEW HIM BETTER THAN ME.

7. Charles is my son Charles. Nemacolin is a resort in Farmington, Pennsylvania. The “she”
I was referring to was Celebrezze. Our vacation at Nemacolin and the surprise birthday
party for Mark (July 9, 2008) were events that led up to the text on August 6, 2008, after
which I asked Mark Dottore to “pack a bag” and leave our house. I wanted to document
these events to remind myself of the hurt and anger Mark Dottore and Celebrezze caused
me and to create a record in case something happened to me.

8. Ido not have access to Mark Dottore’s phone anymore. I cannot obtain the original text
message. He changed phones since 2008 multiple times.

PLAINTIFF'S ?l: W ol @%%

EXHIBIT

1 _ . EYEYEE
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State of Ohio )

County of Cuyahoga )

Swormn to and subscribed before me this ggﬁiay of A’e oo ooy 2023,

Sl O i

Notary Public, State of Ohio

My commission expires:ﬂg_é‘aﬂf@_,D&é‘,

SHARON A, SKIRBUNT, ATTORNEY AT LAW/
NOTARY PUBLIC-State vf Ohio *

My Commission has 1o expiration gate
Sartinp 14707
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Slefop 1330 AM, TEXT “HE NIGHT OF +hs S0RPLSE.

T o TS EAely Dot PAZTY SHE WAS SO

T CNow Your STRESSED

L ST SusPIUtuS = SHE H#Af
OOT, You NEED TO MAFE T AR EagLy AND SHE
Love. T METHS WwWeeld

SAFE WHEN T A TExT bt Actad oo T
L FeEL ShEE WhEN BE MAD " Scems SHE
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Affidavit of Alejandro Scmary

I, Alejandro Semary, having been duly sworn, state the following to the best of my knowledge and
recollection:

I. Tam over the age of 18. [ reside in Cleveland, Ohio. I have personal knowledge of and am
competent to testify about the matters discussed in ths affidavie. My nickname 1s “Alex.

o

My mother 1s Georgeanna (“Georgia”) Semary.

3. I recommended my mother have a party ar the All Saints Pub for her 50th birthday party in
February 2022,

4. lartended the party with my girlfriend, Nicole Wilson. We arrived late, after the other
attendees had already arrived.

5. Because it was cold, | dropped off Nicole at the front of the pub before parking the car. Ar
the time, my mother was smoking outside with at least Judge Leslie Ann Celebrezze and
Sandra Wolf.

6. Leslie, who I've known for many years, was visibly upset and appeared distressed. This stood
out to me because, from my cxperience, Leslic tended to be a happy and up-beat person.

7. By the ame [ parked the car, evenvone had gone inside.

8. Latet thar evening, the pasty moved to Parkview. Leshie’s demeanor was unchanged—she
still seemed distraughe and defeazed, and she remaned quiet for the rest of the everung. Her
demeanar remunded me <fa pounng chuld. While 1 dor’t know how exactly how much
alcohol Lesbe consumed vver the course af the pasty. T remember her being notably
mtoxicated that mphe.

9. Sceing Leslie this upset, T assumed it had something to do with Mark Dottore. My mother
and Leshe were close fniends, and my mother would sometimes talk with me about work,
which included details about Leslie’s aftur with Mark, her favorittsm toward him, and her
overprotective narure toward him, always looking out tor Mark and his interests,

10

I did not speak wath Leshe directly about why she was upset during the parrv. Bur |
confirmed with my mother thar Leshie was upset abour Mark during the party, My mother
told me that Mark had stood-up Leshe by not coming to the party as planned.

11

Sumtlar incidents occurred over the course of my mother's fnendship with Celebrezze. While
I can’t recall the exact date, [ remember |Leslie being upset at my stepfather’s bar, Memphis
Tavern (where Leshe has been approximately three-to-five times), because Mark did not join
het there. At the time, Leslie’s demeanor reminded me of her demeanor during my mother’s
birthday party in February.

.

12. Over the course of my mother’s fricadship with Leslie, 1 grew to perceive Leslie as someone
who tried to control or change people using high-school-bullying tactics. And, if those
people resisted and remained poncipled, she would change her approach toward them.

PLAINTIFF'S
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3. Leshe also exhibited a coldness toward her husband. My mother, Nicole, and 1 passed out
candy during the Fourth of July parades in Parma to help Leslie’s campaign. At these events,
Leslie and her husband would not even walk 1ogether. [ noted their behavior and way of
communicating with cach other while visiting thewr home to pick up furnituee—ir gave me
the impression that sometung was wrong 1 their relatonship. Leslic appeared completely
checked our dunng their interactions, and they never displayed physical affection. Not even

holding hands.

I declare the preceding facts to be true under penalty of perjury. (

Dated: November 3 , 2023

State of Ohio

'J
s

County of Cuyahoga

Swortn 1o and subscribed before me s 3 = day of November, 2023,

I\otan&l}it@c State of OlmU

Aly commussion expires: / ‘ﬁ Lo D26

AL LIVTFSS
L 1ty
iA L

Ifll

“”"’ff,, DYLYN BAYZL HAZEN
Z NOTARY PUBLIC

'g'STATE QOF OHID

" X Comm. Expires

o &  05-20-2026
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Aflfidavit of Nicole Wilson

[, Nicole Wilson, having been duly sworn, state the following to the best of my knowledge and
recollection:

1. Tam over the age of 18. 1 reside in Cleveland, Ohio. 1 have personal knowledge of and am
competent to testify about the matters discussed in this affidavit.

)

My boyfriend is Alejandro (“Alex”) Semary. 1lis mother is Georgeanna (“Georgia™) Semary.
Through my relationships with Alex and Georgia, | have known Leslie Ann Celebrezze for
years, during which time I engaged with her socially many times. 1 volunteered during
Leslic’s campaign for Judge and attended a birthday party at her home.

3. In February 2022, Alex and | attended Georgia’s 50th birthday party. Leslic, being a close
friend of Georgia’s, also attended the party, which began at All Saints Public FHouse.

4. Alex dropped me off in front of the pub, where Georgia was smoking with at least Leslie
and Sandra Wolf. At the time, Leslie was crying and visibly upset. 1 was confused because |
did not know what was going on but stood outside with them for a minute or two before
going inside because it was cold.

5. Inever had a onc-on-one conversation with Leslic about what was upsetting her, but | asked
Georgia about it during the party. Georgia told me that Lesliec was having a hard time with
her husband. Georgia also told me that Leslie was having an affair with Mark Dottore, who
was supposed to meet her at the party.

6. Later that mght, the party moved to Parkyiew Nite Club. Leslie remained upset and
conunued to mope the entire evening.

I declare the preceding facts to be true under penalty of perjury.

Dated: November 5 , 2023 W WUW\‘/\'

Affiant

State of Ohio

e et
o
Wi

County of Cuyahoga

Sworn to and subscribed befote me this ?) day of November, 2023.

WwA_ B

Nota\r&f)ub@. State of Ohio B +“‘£¢~R‘AL 6‘@,”’,

S ol T 2 %,
SR %, oy BavzL Hazen
My commission expires: _/ \’Lr LQ[ ?&z-@ ;.: \\\\\ é Z NOTARY PUBLIC

SSTATEOF QHIO

;5 Comm. Expires
PLAINTIFE'S %, 5,4 o<~$ 05-20-2026
% CoL TR T T Ny
EXHIBIT "y ATE OF 0N

£ oF
""Hulﬁm\\“‘\
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Affidavit of Sandra Wolf

I, Sandra Wolf, having been duly sworn, state the following to the best of my knowledge and

recollection:

1. I am over the age of 18. I reside in North Royalton, Ohio. I have personal knowledge of and
am competent to testify about the matters discussed in this affidavit.

2. Georgeanna (“Georgia™) Semary is my first cousin and one my best friends.

3. Over the years, I encountered Leslie Ann Celebrezze several times when would visit Georgia
at work. I know that Leslie and Georgia were close friends and not just coworkers.

4. Celebrezze and I attended Georgia’s 50th birthday party in February 2022, which began at
All Saints Public House.

5. Duting the party, Georgia and I stepped outside to smoke. Celebrezze joined us—she
appeared upset and said she was waiting for a man, who was getting off a flight, to join them
at the bar. She remained upset after we returned inside.

6. Celebrezze, Georgia, and I stepped outside to smoke again, and I asked Celebrezze if her
friend was still coming. Celebrezze indicated that the man was not coming—I recall her
saying she was “pissed off,” and “screw it.”

7. Celebrezze grew more upset as the party went on. At the next bar, Parkview Nite Club,
Celebrezze was visibly crying and grew sick from how much she had been drinking. T
temember thinking she looked like “a hot mess.”

8. Later that night, when I asked Georgia why Leslie had been so upset during the party, 1
learned from her about Celebrezze’s affair with Mark Dottore, and that Leslie was upsect that
Mark hadn’t shown up.

1 declare the preceding facts to be true under penalty of perjury.

y :
Dated: November [0, 2023 \j Andce /4 \/‘ﬁ’ LJ//(“

Affiant
State of Ohio )
) SS.
County of Cuyahoga )

Sworn to and subscr this YO day of November, 2023.

SHANNON MURACH
> . Motary Pubiic
otary Public, State of Ohio
My Comm, Expires
My commission expires: é,gg_ﬁ_@ﬁ?’ August 3, 2028
Page 1 of 1
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO

GEORGEANNA M. SEMARY, ¢ Case No. CV-23-984974
Plaintiff,
V. : Judge Andrew J. Santoli
LESLIE ANN CELEBREZZE, et al.

Defendants. : DEFENDANT JUDGE LESLIE ANN
CELEBREZZE’S RESPONSES TO
GEORGEANNA M. SEMARY’S
REQUESTS FOR ADMISSIONS

Comes now Defendant Judge Leslie Ann Celebrezze and, for her Responses to

Plaintiff’s First Set of Admissions, states as follows:
1. You met Plaintiff Georgeanna “Georgia” M. Semary in about 2007, when you
were a magistrate at Cleveland Municipal Court, and Ms. Semary worked in central

scheduling.

RESPONSE: Admit

2, Ms. Semary worked on your campaign to be a judge in the Cuyahoga County
Court of Common Pleas Domestic Relations Division.

RESPONSE: Admit
3. After you won election in 2008, you asked Ms. Semary to be your judicial
assistant.
RESPONSE: Admit
4. Before April 28, 2023, you were a close personal friend of Ms. Semary.
PLAINTIFF'S
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RESPONSE: Admit we were close personal friends until sometime in the
spring of 2022. Deny the remaining assertions in this request.

5. You were a close personal friend of Ms. Semary until April 28, 2023, when you
learned she gave a reporter access to a court file containing a record about Mark
Dottore.

RESPONSE: Deny. See response to Request No. 4.

6. By April 28, 2023, Mark Dottore was someone whom you had appointed as the
receiver in multiple cases assigned to you.

RESPONSE: Admit

7. By April 28, 2023, you had developed a romantic relationship with Mark Dottore.

RESPONSE: Deny

8. By April 28, 2023, you had had a romantic affair with Mark Dottore.

RESPONSE: Deny

9. By April 28, 2023, you had had sexual intercourse with Mark Dottore.

RESPONSE: Deny

10.  Before April 28, 2023, you had told Ms. Semary that you had a romantic
relationship with Mark Dottore.

RESPONSE: Deny

11. Before April 28, 2023, you knew that Ms. Semary knew that you had been having
a romantic relationship with Mark Dottore.

Page 2 of 33
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RESPONSE: Deny

12.  On April 28, 2023, you learned via text message from Ms. Semary that reporter
Mark Puente had come to chambers to request case information.

RESPONSE: Admit

13.  On April 28, 2023, you spoke with Court Administrator Defendant James Zak
about Ms. Semary’s text message.

RESPONSE: Admit I spoke with Mr. Zak, in part, about the text on that date.

14.  On April 28, 2023, James Zak told you that Ms. Semary had told him that the
reporter had accessed and requested from Ms. Semary one or more case-file documents
about Mark Dottore’s billing as a receiver you had appointed.

RESPONSE: Admit Mr. Zak told me that Ms. Semary told him that a
reporter was sent upstairs by the clerk’s office to see a file; the reporter
asked to see the file, she gave him the file, and she made copies of portions
of the file for him. Deny the remaining assertions in this request.

15. Before April 28, 2023, you had known that reporter Mark Puente of the Marshall
Project was investigating your relationship with Mark Dottore.

RESPONSE: Admit that on our around May 2, 2023, I received an email
from Mark Puente stating, in part, that he had been “trying to contact [me]
about my relationship with Mark Dottore and his company.” Prior to
receiving the email, I was aware that Puente had called Susan Sweeney,
although I do not recall knowing what, specifically, he was calling about. I
do not specifically recall knowing “that reporter Mark Puente of the
Marshall Project was investigating [ my] relationship with Mark Dottore”
before April 28, 2023.

16.  On April 28, 2023, you learned that reporter Mark Puente of the Marshall Project
was investigating your relationship with Mark Dottore.
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RESPONSE: See Response to Request No. 15.

17. On or about April 28, 2023, you at least inferred that reporter Mark Puente of the
Marshall Project was investigating your relationship with Mark Dottore.

RESPONSE: See Response to Request No. 15.

18.  Before April 28, 2023, Ms. Semary helped you on your campaigns.

RESPONSE: Admit

19.  Before April 28, 2023, you sometimes confided in Ms. Semary about personal
and family matters.

RESPONSE: Admit

20. Before April 28, 2023, you spent time with Ms. Semary outside of work.

RESPONSE: Admit

21.  Before April 28, 2023, you went on a camping trip with Ms. Semary and your
respective children.

RESPONSE: Admit

22, On at least one occasion before April 28, 2023, you went with Ms. Semary to the
Cedar Point amusement park.

RESPONSE: Admit

23.  On at least on occasion before April 28, 2023, you went to Ms. Semary’s
neighborhood for swimming and to attend a cookout at her neighbor’s place.

Page 4 0f 33

Electronically Filed 12/29/2023 14:28 / BRIEF / CV 23 984974 / Confirmation Nbr. 3050103 / CLDLJ



RESPONSE: Admit

24.  On at least one occasion before April 28, 2023, you went to Ms. Semary’s
neighborhood with your children for a “Santa Claus” visit she had arranged.

RESPONSE: Admit

25.  On at least one occasion before April 28, 2023, you visited a shooting range with
Ms. Semary and worked to obtain your concealed-carry licenses together.

RESPONSE: Objection; this question is impermissibly compound. Without
waiving this objection, admit.

26.  On at least one occasion before April 28, 2023, you and Ms. Semary attended
each other’s children’s graduations.

RESPONSE: Admit

27.  On at least one occasion before April 28, 2023, you and Ms. Semary attended
each other’s birthday parties, including Ms. Semary’s 50th birthday party in February
2022,

RESPONSE: Admit

28. When Ms. Semary had surgery in December 2022, you brought her groceries and
spent time with her.

RESPONSE: Admit

29. In 2021, you were slated to attend, with Ms. Semary, a “girls’ trip” with friends in

Miami, which you ultimately didn’t attend because your mother suddenly had a serious

health issue.

RESPONSE: Admit that, in 2021, I was planning to attend a girls trip with
Page 50f 33
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Ms. Semary and others to Miami, Florida, and did not attend; I told her that
my mother had recently had a heart attack. Deny remaining assertions in
this request.

30. Before April 28, 2023, you often took smoking breaks with Ms. Semary at work
and talked about personal matters.

RESPONSE: Admit

31.  On smoking breaks with Ms. Semary, you sometimes discussed your relationship
with Mark Dottore.

RESPONSE: Objection to the form of the question. “Relationship” is not
defined in the request. If defining “relationship” as being close personal,
family friends, I admit that during smoking breaks, I sometimes discussed
my relationship with Mark Dottore with Ms. Semary.

32. Inyour most recent, November 2022 performance evaluation of Ms. Semary, a
true and correct copy of which is attached as Ex. A, which you personally signed, you
rated her with the highest rating, as “exceed[ing] expectations,” on all five criteria:
Quality of Work, Initiative, Communication and Teamwork, Decision Making and
Problem Solving, and Public Service Skills—a perfect score.

RESPONSE: Admit Ms. Semary received a Rating of 3, Exceeds
Expectations, on each of the categories identified.

33. InaNovember 21, 2022, letter to Ms. Semary, a true and correct copy of which is
attached as Ex. B, you told her:

I want to congratulate you on your successful 2022 Annual Performance Evaluation.
Your hard work to make the Cuyahoga County Domestic Relations Court a safe and
efficient operation for the citizens we serve is very much appreciated. A review of the
overall evaluation indicates that you met or exceeded expectations. I am pleased to let
you know that your efforts have merited a performance bonus. This one-time lump sum
payment is based on merit and will not be added to your base rate of pay.

RESPONSE: Admit this is part of what was stated in the November 21, 2022,
letter, attached to the Requests as Exhibit B, and every employee of the
Domestic Relations Division received the same letter and a merit-based
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performance bonus.

34. Likewise, in a 2012 performance evaluation, a true and correct copy of which is
attached as Ex. C, you rated Ms. Semary at the highest “Well Above Standard” rating
across all 18 criteria—a perfect score.

RESPONSE: Admit Ms. Semary received a “Well Above Standard” rating on
the 18 criteria included in the 2012 performance evaluation, attached to the
Requests as Exhibit C.

35. Ontop of regular salary increases, you ensured that Ms. Semary received at least
one bonus in 2022 for exceptional performance.

RESPONSE: Deny. Every employee received a merit-based performance
bonus in 2022.

36.  Until May 3, 2023, four days after she afforded a reporter access to one of your
case files, Ms. Semary never received oral counseling or a reprimand from you in her
assignment to you.

RESPONSE: Admit that, prior to May 3, 2023, Ms. Semary did not receive a
written reprimand, but deny the remaining assertions in the request.

37.  Onat least five occasions, you appointed Mark Dottore (or his daughter) as the
receiver of parties’ assets and finances on cases on your docket.

RESPONSE: Admit

38.  You knew by April 28, 2023 that, as a result of your appointments of them as
receivers, Mark Dottore or his daughter had charged fees across those cases totaling at
least $100,000.

RESPONSE: Objection; this question is not reasonably calculated to lead to
the discovery of relevant, admissible evidence. Without waiving this
objection, prior to April 28, 2023, deny for lack of knowledge. I never
calculated the total amount of fees Mark Dottore or his daughter charged
across the cases they had before me. I have made reasonable inquiry into
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what I knew at the relevant time (prior to April 28, 2023) and, based on the
information known to me, I cannot truthfully admit or deny knowing the
total amount charged by the identified receivers prior to April 28, 2023.

39. You have known Mark Dottore since you were about seven years old.

RESPONSE: Admit

40.  You know that your father, as a domestic-relations judge, had appointed Mark
Dottore as a receiver on several cases.

RESPONSE: Admit

41. By April 28, 2023, you knew that Ms. Semary, since 2011, had seen you and Mark
Dottore attend several political events together.

RESPONSE: Deny for lack of knowledge. I do not know what Ms. Semary
knew nor can I speak to what she saw between 2011 and April 28, 2023.

42. Inabout 2011, you told Ms. Semary that you liked Dottore (in a romantic sense).

RESPONSE: Deny

43. Once, before Dottore’s divorce began in 2018, you entered your offices crying,
and told Ms. Semary upon her concerned inquiry that Dottore’s then-wife had caught
you “making out” with Dottore outside of his office.

RESPONSE: Objection; this question is not reasonably calculated to lead to

the discovery of relevant, admissible evidence. Without waiving this
objection, deny.

44. You told Ms. Semary that Dottore’s wife was upset and called you and Dottore
names.

RESPONSE: Objection; this question is not reasonably calculated to lead to

Page 8 of 33

Electronically Filed 12/29/2023 14:28 / BRIEF / CV 23 984974 / Confirmation Nbr. 3050103 / CLDLJ



the discovery of relevant, admissible evidence. Without waiving this
objection, deny.

45. In about November 2018, Lisa Dottore (now Lisa Moran) filed for a divorce from
Mark Dottore.

RESPONSE: Objection; this question is not reasonably calculated to lead to
the discovery of relevant, admissible evidence. Without waiving this
objection, deny for lack of knowledge. I have made reasonably inquiry and
based on the information known to me or readily attainable by me, I can
state that I do not know, specifically, when Lisa Dottore filed for divorce
from Mark Dottore.

46.  Sometime in 2018 or early 2019, you told Ms. Semary that you were considering
divorcing your husband.

RESPONSE: Objection; this question is not reasonably calculated to lead to
the discovery of relevant, admissible evidence.

47.  Sometime in 2018 or early 2019, you told Ms. Semary that you had consulted a
domestic-relations attorney.

RESPONSE: Objection; this question is not reasonably calculated to lead to
the discovery of relevant, admissible evidence.

48. Sometime in 2018 or early 2019, you told Ms. Semary that you had consulted
domestic-relations attorney Joseph Stafford.

RESPONSE: Objection; this question is not reasonably calculated to lead to
the discovery of relevant, admissible evidence.

49. After Mark Dottore’s divorce, on at least one occasion, you called and raised your
voice at Dottore because of other people he was dating.

RESPONSE: Objection; this question is not reasonably calculated to lead to
the discovery of relevant, admissible evidence.
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50. On at least one smoke break, you complained to Ms. Semary about Dottore’s
other girlfriends.

RESPONSE: Objection; this question is not reasonably calculated to lead to
the discovery of relevant, admissible evidence.

51.  On at least one smoke break, you remarked to Ms. Semary, referring to another
woman in Dottore’s life, “Fuck that bitch!”

RESPONSE: Objection; this question is not reasonably calculated to lead to
the discovery of relevant, admissible evidence.

52.  You told Ms. Semary that you got one woman to stop calling you whenever you
were with Dottore by stopping your location-sharing on a phone app.

RESPONSE: Objection; this question is not reasonably calculated to lead to
the discovery of relevant, admissible evidence.

53. Inabout September 2021, Ms. Semary invited you on a “girls’ trip” to Miami.

RESPONSE: Admit

54.  You told Ms. Semary that Mark Dottore would try to join you for the weekend in
Miami.

RESPONSE: Deny

55.  Onasmoke break, you joked to Ms. Semary about what she and Dottore would
do together in Miami, saying, “What happens in Miami stays in Miami!”

RESPONSE: Deny.

56.  You ultimately canceled going to Miami because of your mother developed a
serious health condition.

RESPONSE: Deny; see Response to Request No. 29.
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57.  In February 2022, Ms. Semary invited you to her 50th birthday party, which took
place on a Friday night.

RESPONSE: Admit

58.  You told Ms. Semary that Dottore was planning to attend the birthday party to
meet up with you.

RESPONSE: Admit telling Ms. Semary that Mr. Dottore was planning to
attend the birthday party. Further answering, deny any remaining
statements contained in this request.

59.  You told Ms. Semary that Dottore canceled plans to attend her party by telling
you he had just arrived back from travel and was too tired to attend.

RESPONSE: Admit

60. On learning that Dottore was no longer attending Ms. Semary’s birthday party,
you wept in front of Ms. Semary’s friends and family.

RESPONSE: Deny

61.  Around that same time, Ms. Semary invited you outside for a smoke break, which
you did with her and a close friend of hers.

RESPONSE: Admit taking a smoke break with Ms. Semary and a friend at
her birthday party. Further answering, deny any remaining statements
contained in this request.

62. Ms. Semary told you while out smoking that she did not trust Dottore and that
she believed you could do better.

RESPONSE: Admit that, during a smoke break with Ms. Semary, she told

me she did not trust Dottore. Further answering, I don’t recall any
additional comments or conversation.
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63.  Upset by Ms. Semary’s comment, you mulled it over the weekend.

RESPONSE: Deny

64. The following Monday, you asked Ms. Semary to go outside for a smoke and
asked her about her comments about not trusting Dottore.

RESPONSE: Admit

65.  After that conversation, you became more cautious about sharing information
about Dottore with her.

RESPONSE: Admit at some point in early 2022, I became more cautious
about sharing any information I did not want disclosed to others with Ms.
Semary. Further answering, deny any remaining statements contained in
this request.

66. Inabout the last year or so, when divorce lawyer Joe Stafford in court criticized
Dottore’s actions as a receiver, you came into chambers and told the bailiff to “Get that
motherfucker Joe Stafford out of my courtroom. How dare he talk to Mark that way!?”
or used words to that effect.

RESPONSE: Admit that after Attorney Joe Stafford attempted to use my
courtroom to attend a telephone pretrial, I came into my chambers and told
the bailiff to “Get that motherfucker out of my courtroom.” Deny that this
was in response to Stafford criticizing Dottore’s actions as a receiver; deny
saying “How dare he talk to Mark that way;” and further deny any
remaining statements contained in this request.

67.  You once told Ms. Semary that when you and Dottore were in a bar together, you
jumped between Dottore and a man and “got in the man’s face,” almost fighting with
him.

RESPONSE: Objection; this question is not reasonably calculated to lead to
the discovery of relevant, admissible evidence.
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68. Regarding that incident, you told Ms. Semary that you had been worried about
getting red wine on your white coat.

RESPONSE: Objection; this question is not reasonably calculated to lead to
the discovery of relevant, admissible evidence.

69. You have an Instagram account entitled @undertherobes (available at
https://www.instagram.com/undertherobes/) on which you post daily, morning,
fashion selfies at home.

RESPONSE: Objection; this question is not reasonably calculated to lead to
the discovery of relevant, admissible evidence.

70.  You brand your Instagram account “Daily fashion from a sitting judge.”

RESPONSE: Objection; this question is not reasonably calculated to lead to
the discovery of relevant, admissible evidence.

71.  Before public attention in 2023 to your relationship with Mark Dottore, you had
made this Instagram account open to the public.

RESPONSE: Objection; this question is not reasonably calculated to lead to
the discovery of relevant, admissible evidence.

72.  Before public attention in 2023 to your relationship with Mark Dottore, Dottore
would click the “love” button on your posts almost daily.

RESPONSE: Objection; this question is not reasonably calculated to lead to
the discovery of relevant, admissible evidence.

73.  After public attention to your relationship with Mark Dottore, Dottore stopped
clicking the love button in response to your posts.

RESPONSE: Objection; this question is not reasonably calculated to lead to
the discovery of relevant, admissible evidence.
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74.  You told at least one other judge of the Domestic Relations Court that you love
Mark Dottore.

RESPONSE: Admit stating to another Domestic Relations Court judge
something along the lines of “I love Mark, he’s my best friend.” I have also
referred to loving other friends, both male and female. Further answering,
deny any remaining statements contained in this request.

75.  You told a former judge of the Domestic Relations Court that you are in a
romantic relationship with Mark Dottore.

RESPONSE: Deny

76.  When you appointed Mark Dottore and his daughter as receivers, you never
disclosed to any of the parties or attorneys the nature of your relationship with Dottore.

RESPONSE: Objection to form. “Relationship” is not defined. With the
understanding that “relationship” is defined as being close personal, family
friends, admit that I never disclosed to any of the parties or attorneys that I
have a personal relationship with Dottore.

77.  You knew that if you disclosed the nature of your relationship with Dottore,
parties would likely object to your handing over their assets to someone with whom you
had such a relationship.

RESPONSE: Deny

78.  You never disallowed Mark Dottore’s or his daughter’s billing to litigants on cases
to which you appointed them.

RESPONSE: Objection; this request is overbroad it is overbroad and
burdensome. Without waiving this objection, deny for lack of knowledge. I
do not recall every case I have handled involving Dottore or his daughter,
nor can I specifically recall allowing or disallowing billing to litigants on
cases.

79.  Case No. DR-20-380393 on your docket, Braxton v. McDonald, to which you
appointed Mark Dottore a receiver, is not an abuse, neglect, or dependency case.
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RESPONSE: Admit

80. On April 28, 2023, you had no personal notes in the Braxton v. McDonald file.

RESPONSE: Deny

81.  On April 28, 2023, nothing in the Braxton v. McDonald case file was marked as
being under seal or confidential.

RESPONSE: Deny

82.  Before April 28, 2023, you never directed, instructed, or advised Ms. Semary,
your judicial assistant of about 15 years, to redact juvenile names and birthdates from
case files before making them available for public access.

RESPONSE: Admit I do not recall personally directing, instructing, or
advising Ms. Semary to redact juvenile names and birthdays from case files
before making them available for public access, but I did expect her to
follow the Court’s policies and procedures.

83.  Before April 28, 2023, you never directed, instructed, or advised anyone at the
courthouse, including your chambers staff, to redact juvenile names and birthdates from
case files before making them available for public access.

RESPONSE: Admit I do not recall personally directing, instructing, or
advising court staff to redact juvenile names and birthdays from case files
before making them available for public access, but I did expect court staff
to follow the Court’s policies and procedures. The reference to “anyone at
the courthouse,” is unclear, and therefore that portion of the request is
denied.

84.  Before April 28, 2023, you never requested that the Cuyahoga County Clerk of
Courts redact juvenile names and birthdates before making case files in its possession
available for public access.
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RESPONSE: Admit. The Clerk of Courts is part of the executive branch and
not under my control.

85.  Before April 28, 2023, you never personally directed Ms. Semary to route all
requests for case files to central court administration.

RESPONSE: Admit I do not recall personally directing Ms. Semary to “route
requests for case files to central court administration,” but I did expect her
to follow the Court’s policies and procedures.

86.  Before April 28, 2023, over the 15 years that Ms. Semary worked for you, you
knew that she made case files available to those who came to chambers and requested
access.

RESPONSE: Deny as stated. My bailiff and possibly Ms. Semary had
occasion to allow attorneys deciding whether to represent parties to view
the complaint and answer while sitting in a location where that review
could be monitored.

87.  Before April 28, 2023, over the 15 years that Ms. Semary worked for you, you
knew that making case files available to those who came to chambers and requested
access was part of her job responsibilities, as expected by you.

RESPONSE: Deny

88.  You knew that, before April 28, 2023, Ms. Semary had provided court records to
members of the public seeking access and copies.

RESPONSE: Deny with the exception stated in response to Request No. 86.

89.  Before April 28, 2023, you never objected to Ms. Semary making case files
available to people seeking to access them.

RESPONSE: Admit I never objected because, before April 28, 2023, that was
the bailiff’s job and only as described in response to Request No. 86.
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Before April 28, 2023, the attorneys for the parties in the Braxton v. McDonald case,
Paul Daiker and Dean Colovas, had neither redacted juvenile names and birthdates nor
moved to place that information under seal.

RESPONSE: Admit

90. You know that the Supreme Court of Ohio’s domestic-relations forms do not
include instructions to redact juvenile names and birthdates.

RESPONSE: Admit

91.  The Dottore billing documentation in the Braxton v. McDonald case file was
neither confidential nor under seal.

RESPONSE: Without seeing the specific billing documentation to which this
request refers, I cannot admit or deny.

92.  The Dottore billing documentation in the Braxton v. McDonald case file was a
court record open to public access.

RESPONSE: Without seeing the specific billing documentation to which this
request refers, I cannot admit or deny.

93. On April 28, 2023, Ms. Semary texted you the business card of reporter Mark
Puente of the Marshall Praject with this message: “This guy stopped by the office asked
if you can give him a call it’s about several of your cases he said” [sic].

RESPONSE: Admit

94. You did not respond to Ms. Semary’s message.

RESPONSE: Admit
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95. Instead of responding to Ms. Semary, you contacted James Zak.

RESPONSE: Admit

96. James Zak reported to you that Ms. Semary had given Dottore billing records to
reporter Mark Puente.

RESPONSE: Admit Mr. Zak told me that Ms. Semary told him that a
reporter was sent upstairs by the clerk’s office to see a file; the reporter
asked to see the file, she gave him the file, and she made copies of portions
of the file for him. Deny Zak mentioned billing records.

97. It would not have been reasonable for Ms. Semary to delay direct access to a
single court file in response to Mr. Puente’s request for direct access.

RESPONSE: Deny

98.  Ms. Semary would have had no basis to deny or delay Mr. Puente’s access to the
Braxton v. McDonald case file on April 28, 2023.

RESPONSE: Deny

99. The DR Court, under your leadership as administrative judge, had no clear policy
or rule requiring court staff like Ms. Semary to inspect open court files for juvenile
names and birthdates and redact them before affording direct access to the public.

RESPONSE: Deny

100. On or about April 28, 2023, you learned from James Zak that Ms. Semary had
told him that Mr. Puente had come to her office after visiting the clerk’s office.

RESPONSE: Admit
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101. From April 28, 2023 through your receipt of these requests for admission, you
have never inquired or investigated whether clerk’s office employees gave Mark Puente
access to case files containing juvenile names and birthdates.

RESPONSE: Admit. The Clerk of Courts is part of the executive branch and
not under my control.

102. From April 28, 2023 through your receipt of these requests for admission, you
have neither asked the clerk of courts, nor requested court administration ask the clerk,
to discipline clerk’s office employees who gave Mr. Puente or any other member of the
public access to case files containing juvenile names and birthdates.

RESPONSE: Admit. The Clerk of Courts is part of the executive branch and
not under my control.

103. From April 28, 2023 through your receipt of these requests for admission, you
have never asked the clerk of courts, or requested court administration ask the clerk, to
direct or train clerk’s office personnel to redact juvenile names and birthdates before
making case files available to the public.

RESPONSE: Admit. The Clerk of Courts is part of the executive branch and
not under my control.

104. Before April 28, 2023, you did not know whether any clerk’s office staff knew
anything about the nature of your relationship with Mark Dottore.

RESPONSE: Objection to form. “Relationship” is not defined. With the
understanding that “relationship” is defined as being close personal, family
friends, I admit that I did not know, before April 28, 2023, if any clerk’s
office staff knew of the nature of my relationship with Mr. Dottore.

105. On the afternoon of April 28, 2023, Ms. Semary texted you again and said:

I'm sorry I didn’t know who he was he made it seem like he was a runner for an attorney
and said the clerks told him to come upstairs if he wanted to review a file he didn’t give
me his card till after cuz I asked if he was working for an attorney and that’s when he
handed me the card and said he was working on several cases [sic].
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RESPONSE: Admit

106. You didn’t respond to this additional text from Ms. Semary.

RESPONSE: Admit

107. Ms. Semary then tried calling you on April 28, 2023, on your mobile phone, but
you didn’t answer.

RESPONSE: Admit

108. Your nonresponsive behavior toward Ms. Semary on April 28, 2023, was not
normal for you in your relationship with her.

RESPONSE: Deny

109. You communicated with Mark Dottore at some point between April 28—May 3,
2023 about reporter Mark Puente’s investigation.

RESPONSE: Admit I communicated with Mark Dottore about Mr. Puente’s
“investigation” around this time period, but I cannot specifically recall that
it was during that time period.

110. You communicated with Mark Dottore at some point between April 28—May 3,
2023 about Ms. Semary.

RESPONSE: Admit I communicated with Mr. Dottore about Ms. Semary

around this time period, but I cannot specifically recall that it was between
those dates.

111. At some point between April 28 and May 3, 2023, Mark Dottore recommended or
advised arranging for the discipline of Ms. Semary.

RESPONSE: Deny
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112. On April 28, 2023, Ms. Semary texted, “Please call me I'm sick over this and
scared now I didn’t know Leslie and I figure if the clerks sent him up it was ok please
call me” [sic].

RESPONSE: Admit

113. You saw Ms. Semary’s text but chose again not to respond to her directly.

RESPONSE: Admit

114. On April 28, 2023, you texted your bailiff, Roberto Discenza, directing him to tell
Ms. Semary that you and Ms. Semary would talk the next week about Mr. Puente’s visit.

RESPONSE: Admit

115. You were angry and upset about Ms. Semary’s interaction with reporter Mark
Puente.

RESPONSE: Admit I was disappointed with Ms. Semary about, among other
things, the fact that she conducted herself in contravention of Court policies
and procedures by giving unsupervised access to a file to someone whose
identity she did not know. Deny the remaining assertions in this request.

116. At some point between April 28, 2023, and May 3, 2023, you conferred with
James Zak and other administrators about what to do to with Ms. Semary.

RESPONSE: Admit I conferred with James Zak and other administrators
about Ms. Semary between April 28, 2023, and May 3, 2023.

117. On May 1, 2023, you were at work but ignored Ms. Semary all day.

RESPONSE: Deny

118. Inyour 15 years of working together and being close friends, you had never
before April May 1, 2023, ignored Ms. Semary all day when you were in the workplace
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together.

RESPONSE: Objection. This request is compound, unclear, and incapable of
response under Rule 36.

119. On May 2, 2023, you largely ignored Ms. Semary and did not speak to her until
she asked you something.

RESPONSE: Deny

120. You noticed other employees ignoring Ms. Semary on May 2, 2023.

RESPONSE: Deny

121. On May 2, 2023, you saw Ms. Semary crying on and off.
RESPONSE: Admit I occasionally saw Ms. Semary crying at work and was

aware her friend was dying, but I cannot recall whether she was crying on
May 2, 2023.

122. On May 2, 2023, Ms. Semary asked you if she would be fired.

RESPONSE: I do not recall.

123. Inresponse to Ms. Semary’s May 2, 2023 question asking if she would be fired,
you shrugged and said nothing.

RESPONSE: I do not recall.

124. Ms. Semary then asked you on May 2, 2023 if you would just talk to her.

RESPONSE: I do not recall.
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125. You didn’t say a word in response to Ms. Semary’s May 2, 2023 question about
whether you would just talk to her, and shook your head no.

RESPONSE: I do not recall.

126. By refusing to communicate with Ms. Semary, you were sending her a message
that you were angry and upset with her about her interaction with reporter Mark
Puente.

RESPONSE: Deny

127. On May 3, 2023, Ms. Semary passed you as she was leaving James Zak’s office
area and asked if she could try to move up a scheduled meeting with administrators.

RESPONSE: Deny. Ms. Semary said to me, “You need to tell Jim he needs to
have that fucking meeting now.”

128. Upon hearing Ms. Semary’s May 3, 2023, question, you just ignored her.

RESPONSE: Objection. This request is vague. To the extent it refers to the
alleged question referenced in Request No. 128, deny.

129. You knew in advance that, on May 3, 2023, Defendant Zak was going to give Ms.
Semary a “Written Counseling” document alleging she shared confidential information
with reporter Mark Puente.

RESPONSE: Admit I knew in advance that, on May 3, 2023, Defendant Zak
was going to give Ms. Semary a “Written Counseling” document about the

events of April 28, 2023, because her actions violated Court policy. Deny the
remainder of this request.

130. This Written Counseling document was given to Ms. Semary with your approval.

RESPONSE: Admit
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131.  You did nothing to ensure the material accusations in this document were true.

RESPONSE: Deny

132. DR Court judges, including you, before April 28, 2023, often put juvenile names
in your judgment entries, which were not confidential or withheld from the public.

RESPONSE: Admit that, as a domestic relations court judge, before April
28, 2023, I often included juvenile’s names in judgment entries. Further
answering, deny any remaining assertions in this request.

133. Nothing Ms. Semary did was of such a serious magnitude that it justified you as
her close friend and boss—the administrative judge of the DR Court—ostracizing her
and not speaking with her.

RESPONSE: Objection to the characterization of my actions. Without
waiving the foregoing objection, deny.

134. By August 2023, you were aware that Susan K. Sweeney had prepared purported
notes of the May 3, 2023, administrators’ meeting with Ms. Semary.

RESPONSE: Admit that I was aware Ms. Sweeney had taken

contemporaneous notes during the May 3, 2023, meeting. Further
answering, deny any remaining assertions in this request.

135. On May 3, 2023, upon returning to the office from the meeting with Defendants
Zak and Sweeney, Ms. Semary told you about the stress the situation had caused her,
including losing several nights of sleep.

RESPONSE: Deny
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136. When Ms. Semary told you she had lost sleep from stress, you expressed no
sympathy to her.

RESPONSE: Objection to the representations incorporated in this request.
Without waiving the foregoing objection, deny.

By May 26, 2023, you had communicated with reporter Mark Puente in connection with
his investigation of the relationship between you and Mark Dottore.

RESPONSE: Admit that by May 26, 2023, I had spoken with Mark Puente,
but deny the categorization of his “investigation.”

137. By May 26, 2023, you had gathered from your communications with Mr. Puente
that he was investigating whether you had an inappropriately close relationship with
Dottore.

RESPONSE: Admit that I understood that Mr. Puente was investigating

what he believed, incorrectly, was an inappropriately close relationship
with Dottore.

138. By May 26, 2023, you knew that court administrators were going to demote Ms.
Semary.

RESPONSE: Admit that by May 26, 2023, I knew the court administrators

were going to tell Ms. Semary she was being transferred out of my
chambers, with my approval and at my direction.

139. The demotion of Ms. Semary was with your knowledge and approval.

RESPONSE: See Response to Request 140.

140. The demotion of Ms. Semary was at your direction.

RESPONSE: See Response to Request 140.

141. Before 2023, you had never punished, approved punishment for, or sought
punishment for an employee more than once for the same alleged offense.
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RESPONSE: Objection; this request is vague and incapable of being
answered.

142. Court staff, with your authorization and approval, demoted Ms. Semary and cut
her salary by about $20,000 because of her interaction with reporter Mark Puente.

RESPONSE: Admit court staff relayed to Ms. Semary, with my authorization
and approval, that she was being transferred out of my chambers and her
salary was being reduced to the salary range of the other schedulers in her
new role, effective October 13, 2023. Admit that Ms. Semary was
transferred because I no longer had any trust or confidence in her. Deny
any remaining assertions in this request

143. You personally decided that Ms. Semary should not only be demoted but have her
salary cut by about $20,000 annually.

RESPONSE: Admit I personally decided that Ms. Semary should be
transferred out of my chambers for the reasons stated in response to
Request No. 144; admit I agreed that her salary should be commensurate
with the other schedulers in her new department.

144. On June 1, 2023, at about 5:00 pm, The Marshall Prgject published the article, “A
Judge, a Kiss, and $450,000-plus in Court Work.” Mark Puente, A Judge, a Kiss, and
$450,000-plus in Court Work, The Marshall Prgject, June 1, 2023, at
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2023/06/01/divorce-judge-kiss-court-work (copy
attached and incorporated as Ex. D).

RESPONSE: Admit, although I do not know what time the article was
published.

145. On or about June 1, 2023, you read the Marshall Project article, “A Judge, a Kiss,
and $450,000-plus in Court Work.”
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RESPONSE: Admit

146. The Marshall Project article, “A Judge, a Kiss, and $450,000-plus in Court
Work,” by Mark Puente, upset you.

RESPONSE: Admit

147. The video accompanying the June 1, 2023, article in which you are depicted
cupping Mark Dottore’s chin and kissing him on the lips outside of Delmonico’s
Steakhouse in Independence on March 22, 2023, accurately depicts that moment.

RESPONSE: Deny the video accurately depicts the moment. Further, it does
not contain audio.

148. The article reported: “Celebrezze and Dottore deny a romantic relationship. ‘I'm
Italian,” Celebrezze said in an emailed statement to The Marshall Project — Cleveland ...,
“and I frequently kiss my family and friends on the lips when I greet them or say
goodbye.”

RESPONSE: Admit

149. The article also quoted Dottore as saying, in response to the private investigator’s
video: “She kisses everybody. I kiss everybody.”

RESPONSE: Deny this is an accurate quote, but those two sentences are
quoted separately in the article.

150. The “I'm Italian” quote from you by the Marshall Project is accurate.

RESPONSE: Admit
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151.  When you used “I'm Italian” as an excuse for kissing Dottore on the lips, that was
misleading because your kisses of Dottore on the lips were romantic.

RESPONSE: Deny

152. You do not kiss all your friends and professional colleagues on the lips.

RESPONSE: Admit I do not kiss “all” of my friends and professional
colleagues on the lips, but I do frequently kiss friends and colleagues on the
lips, both male and female.

153. You know that your receivership appointments for Dottore and his daughter have
resulted in his billing hundreds of thousands of dollars to parties seeking divorces in
your courtroom.

RESPONSE: Objection; this question is not reasonably calculated to lead to
the discovery of relevant, admissible evidence; it is overbroad and

burdensome and cannot be answered through information known or
readily obtainable through reasonable inquiry by Judge Celebrezze.

154. Dottore served as your campaign treasurer when you ran for your judgeship in
2008.

RESPONSE: Admit

155. Your campaign headquarters is listed as Dottore’s business address.

RESPONSE: Deny I have campaign headquarters. Further answering, I do
not know what listing this request is referring to.

During some periods in 2023, you met with Dottore at his office, home, and restaurants
as often as three to four times each week.

RESPONSE: Objection; this request is vague and not capable of being

Page 28 of 33

Electronically Filed 12/29/2023 14:28 / BRIEF / CV 23 984974 / Confirmation Nbr. 3050103 / CLDLJ



answered.!

156. On or about June 1, 2023, you read the Marshall Project article’s allegation that
Dottore claimed he met with you at his home on Fridays to work on “court programs”
and “‘special projects.”

RESPONSE: Admit

157. There were no “court programs” or “special programs” that would have justified
you and Mark Dottore spending so much time together in 2023.

RESPONSE: Deny

158. On or before June 5, 2023, you communicated with Defendant Zak about cutting
Ms. Semary’s salary.

RESPONSE: Admit I communicated with Mr. Zak, on or before June 7,
2023, about making Ms. Semary’s salary commensurate with other
schedulers in her new department.

159. On or before June 5, 2023, you directed Defendant Zak and one or more other
co-Defendants to cut Ms. Semary’s salary.

RESPONSE: Deny

160. On or before June 5, 2023, you authorized Defendant Zak and one or more other
co-Defendants to cut Ms. Semary’s salary.

RESPONSE: Admit that, on or before June 7, 2023, I authorized Mr. Zak to
make Ms. Semary’s salary commensurate with other schedulers in her new
department.

! This Request was not numbered in the original document.
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On or before June 5, 2023, you knew that court administrators would have to
communicate to Ms. Semary that her salary would be cut.

RESPONSE: Admit that I knew, on or before June 7, 2023, court
administrators would communicate with Ms. Semary that her salary would
be commensurate with other schedulers in her new department beginning
October 13, 2023.

161. You knew that cutting Ms. Semary’s then-current salary as your judicial assistant
would ultimately reduce the long-term pension benefits she likely would have otherwise
received based on future anticipated increases to that current salary.

RESPONSE: Objection; this request poses a hypothetical and requests
Judge Celebrezze to assume things which may or may not occur in the
future. Without waiving, deny.

162. Other judges of the Domestic Relations Court have asked you to step down as
administrative judge.

RESPONSE: Objection; this question is not reasonably calculated to lead to
the discovery of relevant, admissible evidence. Without waiving the
foregoing objection, admit Judge Goldberg and Judge Reali asked me to
step down as administrative judge. Deny the remaining assertions of this
request.

163. You have refused a request by other judges of the Domestic Relations Court to
step down as administrative judge.

RESPONSE: Objection; this question is not reasonably calculated to lead to
the discovery of relevant, admissible evidence. Without waiving the
foregoing objection, admit I did not step down as administrative judge after
Judge Goldberg and Judge Reali asked.

164. ByJune 5, 2023, you believed that if your affair with Mark Dottore were exposed,
the propriety of all your acts of appointing him as a receiver and permitting him to
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receive fees and expenses would be subject to scrutiny and question.

RESPONSE: Objection to the characterization of my friendship with
Dottore as an “affair.” Without waiving the foregoing objection, deny.

165. ByJune 5, 2023, you believed that if your affair with Mark Dottore were exposed,
it would prompt questions and investigations about what personal benefits you may
have received directly or indirectly from Dottore including and beyond the affair.

RESPONSE: Objection to the characterization of my friendship with
Dottore as an “affair.” Without waiving the foregoing objection, deny.

166. By June 5, 2023, you believed that if Ms. Semary was not silenced about her
knowledge of the nature of your personal relationship with Mark Dottore, your judicial
office was at risk.

RESPONSE: Deny

167. ByJune 5, 2023, you believed that if Ms. Semary was not silenced about her
knowledge of the nature of your personal relationship with Mark Dottore, your law
license would be at risk.

RESPONSE: Deny

168. You know that the Supreme Court of Ohio’s disciplinary counsel is inquiring into
your relationship with Dottore.

RESPONSE: Objection; the Rules of the Supreme Court of Ohio require that
disciplinary counsel’s investigations are confidential. See Gov. Bar R. 8.
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169. When considering and discussing potential adverse employment actions against
Ms. Semary, you knew that she could be a witness for any disciplinary proceeding
against you as a judge and lawyer.

RESPONSE: Deny

170. You know that, in the wake of her demotion and salary cut, and your silent
treatment of her, Ms. Semary submitted her resignation, to be effective September 8,
2023.

RESPONSE: Admit that, following her transfer, Ms. Semary submitted her

resignation, effective September 8, 2023. Further answering, deny any
remaining assertions contained in this request.

171.  From knowing Ms. Semary, you knew that, when she was demoted and her salary
cut by $20,000, it was likely that she would resign.

RESPONSE: Deny

172.  You wanted Ms. Semary to resign.

RESPONSE: Deny

173. You were happy when Ms. Semary submitted her resignation.

RESPONSE: Deny

174. After May 3, 2023, you communicated with Mark Dottore about Ms. Semary.

RESPONSE: Admit
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Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Linda L. Woeber
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(Prior to the deposition, all parties
agreed to the remote swearing in of the witness
by the court reporter.)
THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We're now on the
record. Today's date is December 18th, 2023.
The time is approximately 1:15 p.m.

This is the Zoom deposition of Lisa Moran
in the matter Georgeanna Semary verse Leslie
Ann Celebrezze, et al., Case Number
CV-23-984974 in the Cuyahoga County Court of
Common Pleas.

Will counsel please state their names for
the record.

MR. CHANDRA: Subodh Chandra for
plaintiff, Georgeanna Semary.

Also observing today are paraprofessionals
with our law firm, Jamie Screen, Brenna
Lisowski and Paul Hechinger.

MS. WOEBER: Linda Woeber for
Judge Leslie Ann Celebrezze.

MR. HEALY: Brendan Healy, and I have
Matthew Fitzsimmons, and we represent Justin
Seeton, Jim Zak, Susan Sweeney and Serpil
Ergun.

MR. SKIRBUNT: Jim Skirbunt
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A.

representing Lisa Moran.

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: And will the court
reporter please swear in the witness.

COURT REPORTER: Would you raise your
right hand, please?

LISA MORAN DOTTORE, of lawful age, called by
the Plaintiff for the purpose of cross-examination,
as provided by the Rules of Civil Procedure, being
by me first duly sworn, as hereinafter certified,
deposed and said as follows:

MR. CHANDRA: May I proceed?

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Yes, you may.

CROSS-EXAMINATION OF LISA MORAN DOTTORE

BY MR. CHANDRA:
So, Ms. Moran, first of all, thank you for your
appearance today. I have a few preliminary
questions for you to set the stage for a deposition
just to make sure we all understand the rules of
engagement here.

You understand that a civil deposition is
formal testimony, just as if you're testifying in
court, in which you've taken a solemn oath to tell
the truth under penalty of perjury, correct?

Yes.
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0.

A.

And have you ever had a civil deposition taken
before?

I have not.

So I'm going to explain some of the rules to you
and what I'll need is oral acknowledgment in the
form of yes or no. Even though in normal
conversation we might make sounds like um-hum or
uh-huh and we understand each other, that's harder
for the court reporter to take down and for the
transcript to be intelligible.

So part of what we'll ask for today is that
you wait for anyone who's asking you a question,
including me, to complete their question and then
give it a beat before you respond so that the court
reporter can take down what we're saying. Okay?
Okay. Yes.

And as we've already covered, you have an
obligation to testify truthfully even if the answer
to a question makes you uncomfortable, truthfully
and completely. You acknowledge that, correct?
Yes.

Is there any reason you can think of why you would
not be able to testify completely and truthfully
today?

No.
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0.

Q.
A.

Q.

Are there any medications or other substances you
might be taking that affect your mind, your ability
to comprehend what's being asked and answered?
No.
Now, another thing that happens in depositions is,
sometimes lawyers who are tired, which is pretty
much me all of the time, ask long-winded questions
and the questions are unintelligible. If you
answer a question, do you agree I'm entitled to
believe that you understood the question I was
asking?
Yes.
And if you don't understand a question, I'm going
to ask you to tell me you don't understand the
question and ask me to either restate it or
rephrase. Okay?
Yes. Okay.
All right. So I think that covers it. Do you have
any questions for me thus far about the process?
I don't think so.

I would like to state that my legal name is
Lisa Moran Dottore.
Lisa Moran Dottore. All right. Thank you.
That's my complete name.

Okay. I appreciate you informing us of that.
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COURT REPORTER: Could you spell that
for me?

THE WITNESS: The last name?

COURT REPORTER: Dottore.

THE WITNESS: D-o-t-t-o-r-e.

COURT REPORTER: It's D as in dog?

THE WITNESS: Yes.

COURT REPORTER: Okay. Thank you.
BY MR. CHANDRA:
And there's no hyphen between Moran and Dottore?
There is not.
You consider the last name Dottore or Moran Dottore?
Honestly, Moran when I'm in my work, Dottore when
I'm with my family.
I understand. Thank you. I appreciate the
clarification.

So the process today was I will ask you a
series of questions, and then at that point the
microphone will be turned over to the other counsel
who will then ask you questions, and then I may
have some follow-up questions on those until we've
exhausted our questioning.

First of all, I acknowledge that -- and let me
simply ask you. Being here today is uncomfortable

for you?
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A.
Q.
A.

0.

Yes.

And you're here because you received a subpoena?
Yes.

You are under compulsory process and not by choice,
correct?

Correct.

And you've engaged your own independent counsel
who's not connected to any of the parties, James
Skirbunt, to represent you in connection with your
testimony today?

Yes.

And Mr. Skirbunt and his firm represented you in
connection with your divorce from your former
husband, Mark E. Dottore?

Yes.

And that's M-a-r-k, middle initial E,
D-o-t-t-o0-r-e, correct?

Yes.

So I'd like to start off just by asking you some
background about your relationship with

Mr. Dottore. How did the two of you meet?

He was dating a good friend of mine in high school.
And when did you get married, what year?

In 1987.

At some point did you begin -- during the course of
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the marriage, did you begin to suspect that he was
having a sexual or romantic affair with Leslie Ann
Celebrezze?

Yes.

Did you know her? Had you met her before
suspecting that?

I may have met her at a fundraiser for her father,
but I don't recall.

And had you ever met or have you ever met
Georgeanna Semary, the plaintiff in this case?

No.

You just don't know her?

No.

Meaning correct, you don't know her, right?
Correct, I do not know her.

So let's go back to, when did you begin to suspect
that there was an affair between your husband and
Leslie Ann Celebrezze?

When I received a text on the morning of

August 6th, 2008.

And to the best of your recollection now, what did
that text say?

I don't have it -- it's not in my -- I can't bring
it up to memory, but something like, "My house is

quiet. I know you're stressed out. You need to
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make love to me this week. I feel safe when I'm in

your arms."

Words to that effect?

Yes.

And at the time that you saw the text, what time
day was that on August 6th, 2008?

7:30 in the morning.

Where were you?

I was still in bed.

And you happened to see it on his phone?

Yes.

Where was his phone in the bedroom?

On his night stand.

When you saw the text, what did you do?

I was in shock. I read it several times.

Did you commit it to memory?

I did.

And then did you make notes about what the text
said?

I did.

We'll come back and show you that exhibit in a

little bit, but I wanted to first exhaust this

of

topic of about when you first began to suspect the

affair.

Were there other things that happened that made
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you suspect that Leslie Ann Celebrezze was having
an affair with your husband?
I had had a surprise 50th birthday party for him in
July and I called it a crony party. It was just a
bunch -- supposed to be just a bunch of men that,
you know, he drank with and met with downtown at
Morton's. She showed up uninvited and was
incredibly, incredibly rude to me. Hostile even.
And was this July of 2008 before you received the
text?
Yes, it was.
So did you begin to suspect the affair based on her
behavior at the party and her showing up in July of
2008, or only after receiving the text and then
connected her behavior at the party?
It was after I received the text.
So at the time in July 2008, you perceived that she
was being rude to you, showing up at the party
uninvited, or her conduct at the party. Did you
suspect an affair then or did you have any idea
what was going on?

MR. HEALY: Objection. Form.
Did you understand the question?
I understand the question.

Please proceed with your answer.
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A.

Could you re -- could you repeat the question
though?
Sure. Let me -- let me just rephrase it and break

it into pieces.

So you've described a situation where she came
to the party in July of 2008 uninvited and was rude
to you. Did you have any understanding as to why
she had done those things in July of 2008, or
belief?

No. I thought it was weird, but I didn't -- I

didn't go to an affair.
How was she rude to you at the party?

It was a surprise party and she was like, "Well,

where is he? I have to get home. Where is he?",

and just kind of glaring at me, and then I stepped
away.

Okay. So then after you saw the text on

August 6th, 2008, your mind, you were then

connecting it back to that July 2008 event from
the prior month?
MS. WOEBER: Objection.
Yes.
MS. WOEBER: Leading.
Well --

COURT REPORTER: I'm sorry.
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Q.
A.

Q.

A.

MR. HEALY: Object.
-- let me restate it then.

What was your reaction on August 6th, 2008 when
you saw the text in relation to the prior event, if
any?

Shock and horror.
And did seeing the August 6th, 2008 text change
your beliefs and understanding about Celebrezze's
behavior at the July 2008 party?
Could you restate that?
Well, I'm simply trying to understand based on the
testimony you gave earlier, did something about
seeing the August 6th, 2008 text that you say you
saw form a belief in your mind about what may have
been behind Celebrezze's behavior at the party the
prior month?

MS. WOEBER: Objection. Leading.
Go ahead. You may answer.
Yes.
And what was that?
That there was definitely something very much more
going on.
And what was the date of the party, do you recall,
in July of 2008?

July -- it was either the 8th or the 9th. His 50th
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birthday was July 9th, but I believe the party was
the 8th.
So it was approximately one month earlier from when
you saw the text?
Yes.
Were there any other circumstances that occurred
that caused you to suspect an affair between
Celebrezze and your husband other than the text
message and the behavior at the party?
No, not at that time.
I'm not going to get into the details of any
conversation and so on. I'm asking you not to
report on that necessarily. But did you confront
him about the text?
Yes.
MR. SKIRBUNT: For clarity, you asked
a prior question about are there other
episodes, and my client I believe responded
"not at that time."
MR. CHANDRA: Oh, okay. Let me
follow up on that then.
So yeah, I wasn't talking about any particular
timeframe. Could you please clarify then what
other circumstances, if any, caused you to believe

that Celebrezze was having an affair with your
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A.

0.

husband?

After the August 6th date?

Yes.

Constant texting at all hours of the day. Mark
stopped coming home in any timely manner. Mostly
a lot of texting. A ton of texting.

Did you come to be aware through any means that he
was -- or that they were texting photographs to
each other?

I was not aware of that.

Did you --

MR. HEALY: Subodh --

MR. CHANDRA: Yes.

MR. HEALY: -- I apologize for doing
this so early, but I need five minutes. I'm
getting summoned into my boss's office for
something. I apologize.

MR. CHANDRA: Okay. We'll take a
break and we'll try to resume at 1:37. Is
that okay?

MR. HEALY: Yeah, that will be fine.
Thank you. I'm sorry.

MR. CHANDRA: No problem.

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We're off the

record. The time is now 1:30.
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(Thereupon, a recess was had.)
THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We're back on the
record. The time is now 1:39.
BY MR. CHANDRA:
Following up on our prior discussion before the
break, was there anything else that transpired that
caused you to, beyond what you've already testified
to, that caused you to believe that there was an
affair between Leslie Ann Celebrezze and Mark
Dottore?
March 17th of 2017, St. Patrick's Day, he was out
and he came home and I had asked him if he had
been with Leslie and he kind of couldn't really
remember. The next day, he got a text -- the next
morning early, he got a text, and when I asked him
who it was from, he said it was his alert for his
Wall Street Journal, and I grabbed his phone and it
was Leslie and it was just a period. I don't know
what that meant, but at that time, I kicked him out
of the house. That was kind of the last straw, and
it was a lot of years in between, a lot of texts.
Did anyone else inform you that there were

communications of photos between Celebrezze and
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Dottore?

No, not that I recall.

Did you ever come to suspect that they were sharing
or trading -- at any point did you come to suspect
that they were trading or sharing photos?

Not that I recall.

Now, I want to make sure we've exhausted this topic.
As you sit here today, is there anything else you
can think of that occurred that caused you to
believe that there is a relationship, a sexual or
romantic relationship, going on between Leslie Ann
Celebrezze and Mark Dottore beyond what you've
already testified to?

Well, found out during the -- in the divorce
proceedings, found out that there were several
visits to La Quinta Hotel in Independence I
believe. Like several.

MR. CHANDRA: And just for the court
reporter, I want to make sure that you got
the spelling. It's L-a capital Q-u-i-n-t-a,
La Quinta Hotel in Independence.

And was it your understanding that that's
relatively close to Leslie Ann Celebrezze's home?
Yes.

And --
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A.

(Inaudible) on New Year's Eve.

COURT REPORTER: I'm sorry.

Repeat.

Two of those -- one of -- one or two of those

episodes was on a New Year's Eve.

And did Mark Dottore bill those on his office

credit card?

That I am not -- well, he must have because it came

to light in the divorce proceedings.

And did he ever share with you any legitimate

business purpose for the booking of the hotel room

in the La Quinta Inn?

No.

Anything else that you can recall that caused you

to believe that there is this affair?

I don't think anything that I have -- nothing that

I can recall at this -- this moment.

And if anything else does occur to you in the time

that you (inaudible) the errata page for

the

deposition, you'll add that to the errata page?

Yes.

So you talked about telling Mark Dottore
Did the two of you reconcile after that?
The 2008 date, no.

Prior to that, had you told him to leave

He left the day of August 6th, called me

to leave.

also?
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Q.
A.

A.

2008? That's 2008?

-- 2008, yes -- and he called me at work crying and
I let him back in.

And -- and I understand this is a sensitive
question and you may answer at whatever level of
detail you're comfortable with, but given what you
believed was occurring from the text message you
saw and all the other information, why did you stay
with him as long as you did before finally ending
the marriage?

I had three children, a full-time job, and I knew
that my children would be used as a weapon against
me, so I stayed to protect my relationship with my
children.

And so after August 6th, 2008, how much longer did
you stay together with him before finally moving
into the divorce phase of your relationship?

August -- March 19th, 2017 he moved out. He moved
out for good. His father had liver cancer, so I
don't think I started proceedings for another year
because I wanted to be able to be with my children
at their grandfather's funeral.

So it was approximately ten years, but you had your
reasons?

Yes.
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0.

0.

0.

0.

0.

Now, did you ever observe Leslie Ann Celebrezze,
quote/unquote, making out with Mark Dottore in
front of his office or at any other point?

MR. HEALY: Objection. Leading.
It's a yes or no.
No.
And if Celebrezze told anyone that she believed
that you observed them, she would be mistaken?

MS. WOEBER: Objection to the form of

the question.

Yes.
But you don't have any information as you sit here
today that would explain why she believed that if
she believed that, correct?
I do not.
And as you sit here today, if Celebrezze said that
to someone, you have no reason to believe that she
didn't believe that when she said it?

MS. WOEBER: Objection.
Fair?
I -- I don't know why she would say that.
Well, then that leads me to a related question
which is, would Celebrezze to your knowledge have
had reason to believe that you knew about the

affair at some point?
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Q.

MS. WOEBER: Objection. Calls for
speculation. Form.

Did you understand the question?
(Inaudible.)
Sure. I'm going to ask the court reporter to read
it back first and then see if I want to reformulate
it.

MR. CHANDRA: Go ahead.

(Thereupon, the following was read:

Well, then that leads me to a related question
which is, would Celebrezze to your knowledge have
had reason to believe that you knew about the
affair at some point?)
Let me restate that. Let me restate that to maybe
make it a little bit easier, because this is really
about your -- your knowledge, your beliefs.

So to the best of your knowledge, is there
anything you're aware of that would have caused
Celebrezze to believe that you knew of an affair?

MS. WOEBER: Objection.
Yes.
Okay. And what would that be or what things would

those things be?
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A.

Q.

Q.

Well, there was a time that she called on Mark's
phone and I answered it and I told her to stay the
fuck away from my family.
Approximately when was that?
Pardon my -- pardon my language.
If that was your language, we needed your truthful
testimony, so thank you.

That was a telephone call that she made?
Yes.
And you saw that it was her on the phone and you
answered it?
Yes.
And do you remember approximately when that phone
call was?
It would have been approximately in the two years
following the original text. Mark also changed her
name in his contact of his phone from Leslie
Celebrezze to LCZ.
Okay. And did that happen after the text message
was received?
Yes.
So you saw the phone ring, you answered it, you
said what you have just testified you said. Did
you respond -- did you observe her sending other

texts to him that you responded to?
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A. No.
Q. What did she say when you told her to stay the F

away from her family?
I hung up.
You hung up?
(Indicating.)
Anything else that you can recall that would have
caused Celebrezze to know that you were aware of
an affair or believed she had an affair with your
husband?
MS. WOEBER: Objection to form.

Not that I can recall at this moment.
After you said what you said over the telephone to
her, within that two-year timeframe after the
August 6th, 2008 text message, did you perceive
that she and your husband just continued to text
with each other?
Yes, and they continued to see each other because
he was working in her courtroom.

May I add to that?
Please do.
During the divorce proceedings where we get to sit
out in the hallway while we're waiting for things
to happen inside the judge's chambers, Mark also

sat down by her office, and she came out and was

Electronically Filed 12/29/2023 14:28 / BRIEF / CV 23 9W§ﬁé 9?8H51ﬁ935h§éﬁ9%0é Oi/L%DLJ

216.533.7606



= W N

(e B Vo R e o B o B § )

1
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

GEORGEANNA M. SEMARY v. LESLIE ANN CELEBREZZE, et al.
LISA MORAN DOTTORE on 12/18/2023 26

very flirtatious with him. And I also believe that
everybody from the office -- and I don't know
anybody in her office, but it was just a constant
train of people walking by me.

Q. In what way, if you could describe it, was she
flirtatious?

A. Well, he was sitting on a bench outside her office
and she came up to the side of him, put her hands
on his shoulders and to me very sexually raised one
leg at the knee.

Q. She put her hands on his shoulders from the front?

A. From the side.

Q. Did she come in close?

A. Close enough that I thought it was flirtatious.

Q. She was not the judge presiding over the divorce
case?

A. No.

Q. I'd like to show you what has been previously
marked as Plaintiff's Exhibit 1. 1It's the
affidavit that you prepared and signed and that's
going to be shown to you on the screen here.

MR. CHANDRA: Ivan, are you taking
care of that? Thank you.
THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Yes, I can. One

minute.
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A.

(Thereupon, Plaintiff's Exhibit 1 was marked
for identification.)
Okay. If you could just take a moment to read
through this affidavit. I believe it's signed on
December 2nd, 2023. And let -- let our
videographer know when you need him to move up.
We're at paragraphs 1 through 4 and part of 5.
You can move it up.
Okay.

Keep going.

Then you see -- it's a one-page affidavit and
then on page 2 is the notarization. You see that?
Yes.

You signed this under oath before a notary public
on December 2nd, 2023; is that right?

Yes.

And having reread it, is everything that you
testified to in the affidavit true and accurate to
the best of your knowledge under oath?

Yes, to the best of my knowledge.

And do you adopt it as your sworn testimony here
today in the deposition?

I do.
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MR. CHANDRA: So we can take that down

for now. We might need it back up.
Could you -- you testified earlier about reading
the text message you saw from Celebrezze to your
husband on August 6th, 2008 and reading it several
times. Do you recall that testimony?
Yes.
Did you at that time memorize the text message?
I did.
And then did you write it down in a note to
yourself?
When I got to my office, yes.
And by that point, you had memorized the content?
Yes.
To the best of your knowledge, understanding and
recollection, was what you wrote down in your notes
of what the text message said accurate?
Yes.
Do you have access to Mark Dottore's text messages
anymore?
No.
Do you have any reason to believe they still exist,
at least from that timeframe?
I would have no idea.

But he has changed his phone several times since
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then, to your knowledge?

Maybe his phone, but not his number.

The note about that refers to the word Nemacolin
after, N-e-m-a-c-0-1-i-n -- I don't know if I'm
pronouncing that correctly -- but the --
Nemacolin.

-- Nemacolin -- the one that refers to that after
the text message transcription, could you please
explain what that is?

MR. CHANDRA: And actually, let's
bring the exhibit up, please, because we need
to go over the exhibit to the exhibit.

I forgot to show you that.
So let's go down, and now we re looking --

MR. CHANDRA: Scroll down further,
please. Further. There should be an exhibit.
There we go.

Okay. We're showing you the last page of the
exhibit, which is the exhibit to the exhibit, and
is the first photograph note there the
transcription of the text reading, "I know" it's
"early, but my house is still quiet. I know your
(sic) stressed out. You need to make love to me
this week. I feel safe when I am in your arms"?

Is that the transcription of the text you were
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A.

Q.
A.

Q.

Q.

testifying about?

Yes.

And then underneath that is a note that begins and
reads as follows -- actually, could you go ahead
and read it where it begins with the words "Same
day" and read that note into the record that
continues on a second piece of paper?

"Same day Charles told me that he picked up texts
while we were in Nemacolin. She called him the
night of his surprise party. She was so incredibly
rude to me. I got suspicious. She had to leave
early and she" texted "him again, 'Don't be mad.'
Seems she knew him better than me."

Okay. Let's break this down on the second part,
please. Who is the Charles being referred to
there?

Charles is my son.

And the he being referred to, is that Mark?

No. The he is Charles.

Okay. No. But see in the second line, "Same day
Charles told me that he picked up texts while we
were in Nemacolin"?

Yes. Charles, my son, told me that Charles picked
up texts while we were in Nemacolin.

Okay. And then what is that referring to, that
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Q.

first part before it begins "She called him"?
2008, from my recollection, texting was fairly
new. We all had -- well, Mark and I both had
BlackBerries and we were in Nemacolin and Charles
was playing with Mark's phone and he picked up
texts from Leslie.

Oh, I see. §So Charles saw texts from Leslie?
Correct.

And did you have an understanding about what the
nature of those texts were?

To the best of my recollection, she said something
about him being a God and at some point said that
she loved him, to the best of my recollection.

Did you see those, or was that coming --

I did not.

That was coming from Charles?

Yes.

And then if you could go ahead and read and explain
the rest of it, "The night of his" -- or "She
called him the night of his surprise party."

"The night of his surprise party, she was so
incredibly rude to me. I got suspicious. She had
to leave early and she" texted "him again, 'Don't
be mad.' Seems she knew him better than me."

What did you mean by that note? And break it down
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if you need to.

She was saying don't be mad that she had to leave
early. Why would he care whether she had to leave
early or not? In my eyes, she was on the same
plain as everybody else in that room, which was --
How do you -- go ahead. Finish your answer. I
didn't mean to interrupt.

-- which was a lot of like the people that he
worked with and drank with at Morton's.

And this text you're referring to, "Don't be mad,"
is that something you saw with your own eyes?

Yes.

And that was the night of the surprise party or
early the following day?

That was the night of the surprise party I believe.
And you saw the text on his phone?

Yes.

Okay. Any further explanation on these notes that
you can share?

Not at this moment.

If you think of anything else, you'll explain that
on your errata page?

I will.

So let's now pull up Exhibits 2 and 3. Let's first

do 2. 1I'll show you that.
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o » 0 >

MR. CHANDRA: Scroll through it slowly

all the way through.
(Thereupon, Plaintiff's Exhibit 2 was marked
for identification.)

And then we'll show you Exhibit 3.
(Thereupon, Plaintiff's Exhibit 3 was marked
for identification.)
We're going to bring up 2 first, please. There we
go.

Okay. No. I'm sorry. Let me just show you
what 2 is. 2 is another photocopy of those notes,
right?

Yes.

Just blown up a little bigger?

Yes.

Just like the one that was attached to your
affidavit, these are true and accurate and reflect
your contemporaneous notes of the text message and
events that had been occurring at the time?

Yes.

Okay. ©So let's now move to Exhibit 3 and 4.
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(Thereupon, Plaintiff's Exhibit 4 was marked
for identification.)
Q. And are these credit card statements that you
obtained from Mark during your divorce?

A. As far as I -- I know, yes.

Q. Yeah. So I'll represent to you these were produced

by you in response to our subpoena duces tecum for

documents on documents that would have reflected

your understanding of an affair.

MR. CHANDRA: So scroll down if you

would, please, through this to find the La

Quinta entry. Scroll down. American Express.

There we go.

Q. Was the -- I just missed it. Was the La Quinta

entry in there? Did you see it?

A. I did not see it.

MR. CHANDRA: Let's scroll back up a

little bit, please. Slow, slower, please.

Go

back down. Down a little bit, please. Okay.

Now go back up. Slower. Okay.

Q. There's the entries for Mark. I see that there's

an entry here for Capital Grille in Lyndhurst?

MR. CHANDRA: Let's pull up 4 then,

Electronically Filed 12/29/2023 14:28 / BRIEF / CV 23 9W§ﬁé 9?8H51ﬁ935h§éﬁ9%0é Oi/L%DLJ

216.533.7606



= W N

S W 0 NN O U

1
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

GEORGEANNA M. SEMARY v. LESLIE ANN CELEBREZZE, et al.
LISA MORAN DOTTORE on 12/18/2023

35

please. This is -- no. I think the wrong
exhibit got marked here.

I'll tell you what. Let's take a break and
we need to substitute an exhibit because this
is an incorrect exhibit and I need to contact
my paralegal.

But what we're going to do just to make the
record clear is, we're going to bring up the
two credit card statement that you had provided
to us in discovery that were from Mark Dottore
and not your own bank statements. So let's
take about a five-minute break. I'll see if I
can get this sorted out. Thanks.

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We're off the
record. The time is now 2:06.

(Thereupon, a recess was had.)
THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We're back on the
record. The time is now 2:16.
MR. CHANDRA: Appreciate the break,
everyone.
I think we were able to clear up the
confusion. We're going to withdraw Exhibit 4.

It's not necessary to this deposition.
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(Thereupon, Plaintiff's Exhibit 4 was withdrawn.)

MR. CHANDRA: But going back to
Plaintiff's Exhibit 3, if you could put that
back up on the screen. And if you could just
first scroll from beginning to end of this
exhibit slowly.

BY MR. CHANDRA:

And I'm only going to ask you to verify that this --
these were the credit card statements from Mark
Dottore's business that you had obtained in the
divorce that you produced to us in response to our
subpoena for documents -- for documents that would
have evinced an affair to you.

MR. CHANDRA: So start at the top,
please. And I'm going to also read the Bates
numbering on these, so scroll down Jjust a
little bit so we can see the first Bates
number.

And we have stamped these as a courtesy to you and
your counsel as Moran 000002, so Moran 2, and then
it goes all the way to Moran 8l.

And if you could just scroll through, and all

I'm asking you to do is verify that these are those
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documents that you produced in discovery in
response to that subpoena. And you can tell him to
slow down any time you want him to. This is a
little trickier to do on Zoom than when we do them
in person.

THE WITNESS: Okay. Could you go a
little slower when you're getting to the actual
amounts?

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Yes.

Do you need him to go back up?

I don't think so. I think that was just the
beginning of --

And I am going to direct you to the La Quinta
entries I have found.

Okay.

So you need not worry about that right now.

Okay.

I just want you to verify the authenticity of the
exhibit, that it's a true and correct copy of what
you produced to us in discovery.

MR. CHANDRA: 1Ivan, it's going to take
a little while at this pace because we're on
page 7, it's an 8l-page exhibit. TIf you could
go just a little --

THE WITNESS: If you need me to see
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Q.
A.

Q.

A.

the -- the La Quinta, that's why.
Yeah. Well, first I'd like you to just verify that
this is a true and correct copy of what you
produced to us in discovery --
Yes.
-- as the credit card statements.
Yes.
Okay. ©So now let's go to Moran 008. Okay.
There's also a Get-Go in Broadview Heights which is
interesting.
Okay. Because that's close to her home?
Just -- just saying. Yes.
So the La Quinta Inn and Suites entry from 11/2/18,
are you aware -- and that's a check-in on 11/2 and
a departure on 11/3. Are you aware of any business
purpose for your husband to check into and depart
from the La Quinta Inn and Suites on that day?
No.

MR. CHANDRA: And let's continue to
go down, please, to the very end. Moran 81 is
the Bates stamp. Scroll all the way down to
the end. You can grab it. There you go.

And this is a different credit card statement that
you produced for Dottore's business, and --

Right at the top there?
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Q.

-- yeah -- and you'll see that on 12/31/18,

La Quinta Inn and Suites arrival date 12/31/18,
departure date 1/1/19. Do you see that?

Yes.

Are you aware of any legitimate purpose, business
purpose, for your husband to have booked that hotel

for an overnight stay?

No.
MR. CHANDRA: And if you scroll up
just a little bit, Ivan.
You'll see that these credit card -- that the

actual use of this credit card --
MR. CHANDRA: A little bit more,
please. Now we're on Moran 80. We were on
8l. A little bit more. A little bit more.
I just want to show that this was an expense,
according to this record, incurred by Mark E.
Dottore and not by any of the brothers in the
business.
MR. CHANDRA: Go ahead. Go up.
Was that your understanding when you reviewed these
documents --
Yes.
-- that you see there?

Okay. And this is --
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Q.

Q.

MR. CHANDRA: Scroll down just a
little so we can read the Bates number into
the record, please.

And that's Moran 77, correct?

Yes.

It shows that it was Mark E. Dottore incurring that
La Quinta Inn expense, correct?

That is correct.

MR. CHANDRA: You can go ahead and
(inaudible) this exhibit.

When you reviewed the credit card statements that
you obtained from the Dottore business in the
divorce, did you notice what appeared or may have
appeared to you to be personal expenses being run
through the business office?

At the time that the credit cards were obtained by
my lawyer, yes.

And what benefit would that have had for him, if
any, during your divorce proceedings, to your
understanding?

I don't know.

So would running his personal expenses through the
business office, if you know, would have reduced
his reported taxable income that he would have to

report for purposes of alimony?
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Q.
A.

0.

Q.
A.

MR. HEALY: Objection. Foundation.
If you know.
I don't know.
Now, you mentioned the Get-Go expense. Were there
any other expenses that you can recall that you
viewed as suspicious in relation to Celebrezze?
There was a Mullanery's Restaurant in Pittsburgh
that I had never seen before. I don't -- I don't
know what that would be, but I -- it just seemed
interesting to me.
Now, during the course of your marriage or as your
marriage was ending, toward the end of your
marriage, what sorts of mobile devices did Mark
have?
A phone and an iPad.
Any laptops that he used?
I don't -- I don't recall. He wasn't real tech
savvy.
Let's talk a little bit about Mark Dottore's
background. What level of education did he attain?
High school.
He didn't --
A little bit of college, but not much.
Did he have any training in accounting?

No.

Electronically Filed 12/29/2023 14:28 / BRIEF / CV 23 9W§ﬁé 9?8H51ﬁ935h§éﬁ9%0é Oi/L%DLJ

216.533.7606




= W N

(e B Vo R e o B o B § )

1
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

GEORGEANNA M. SEMARY v. LESLIE ANN CELEBREZZE, et al.
LISA MORAN DOTTORE on 12/18/2023

42

Q.
A.
Q.
A.

Q.

Finance?

No.

Any business school training?

No.

Were you aware of any educational qualifications he
had to be a court-appointed receiver?

No.

Are you still receiving spousal support income from
Mark Dottore?

Yes.

And to that extent, you're still dependent on him
for your livelihood? Fair enough?

No, I would not say that. I would not say
dependent.

Okay. Fair enough. And I didn't mean to say
exclusively, but to support your lifestyle, that
spousal income support is important to you, fair?
It helps.

Are you concerned that he may retaliate against you
in some way for your testimony today?

Yes.

Are you concerned that he may try to alienate your
children against you?

Yes.

Now, the family dynamic is already fairly
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1 complicated. Would that be fair to say?

2 A. Yes.

3 . Some -- and I'm not going to ask a lot of intrusive
4 questions about your family, ma'am, but I'm just
5 trying to get a little bit of context here.

6 Would it be fair to say that some of your

7 children together are closer to him and some are
8 closer to you?

9 A. Yes.

10 Q. And at least one of them, Camille, is dependent
11 upon Mark for a living and works with him in the
12 business?

13 . That is correct.

14 . As a recelver, correct?

15 . I -- I assume, yes.
17 . She has a degree from Providence College.

18

A
Q
A

16 Q. What education does she have?
A
Q. And what was her degree in?
A

19 . I believe it was marketing and sociology.

20 Q. Does she have any, to the best of your knowledge,
21 training in accounting?

22 A. No.

23 Q. Finance?

24 A. No.

25 Q. Did you ever observe Mark to be volatile?
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A. Yes.

Q. To be angry?

A. Yes.

Q. Was he orally abusive to you?

A. Verbally and emotionally, yes.

Q. Since public information has emerged about -- let
me withdraw that.

Have you ever had any contact with Georgeanna

Semary, the plaintiff in this case?

A. No.

Q. Do you have any relationship with Mark Dottore now?

A. No.

Q. Do you feel any animus toward him?

A. No.

Q. Do you feel any animus at this point in your life
toward Leslie Ann Celebrezze?

A. No.

MR. CHANDRA: Let's take a break for
five minutes. We'll resume at 2:35 and I'll
let you know if I'm wrapped up. Thank you.

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We're off the
record. The time is now 2:29.

(Thereupon, a recess was had.)
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THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We're back on the

record. The time is now 2:36.

BY MR. CHANDRA:
Okay. I just have a few questions, ma'am, to try
to sharpen up a couple of timeframes here.

After -- if I understood your testimony
correctly, you separated from your husband by
asking him to leave the house in the spring of
2017; is that correct?
That is correct. He moved out (inaudible).

COURT REPORTER: I'm sorry. Repeat

your answer.
He moved out March 19th of 2017.
And where did he go?
His father's house.
So he was staying at his father's house initially?
He is still there. He is still living in that
house.
Okay. And if I understand from publicly available
information, his father passed sometime in the
spring of 20187?
Yes.
Which corresponds to your earlier testimony about
waiting about a year before you initiated divorce

proceedings, right?
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1 A. Correct.

2 Q. When Mark left the house, did any of your children
3 go to live with him?

4 A. Not initially, no.

5 Q. Approximately when did any child go to live with

6 him?

7 A. Sometime in the summer of '18, my daughter Camille
8 went to live with him.

9 Q. So would it be fair to say that from the summer of
10 2018 onward, Mark Dottore was living with your

11 daughter Camille?

12 A. Yes.

13 Q. And that would have been during the timeframes on

14 which the La Quinta Inn visits that we saw in
15 Exhibit 3 from November of 2018 and December of
16 2019 took place; is that right?

17 A. Yes.

18 MR. CHANDRA: I have no further

19 questions at this time anyway. And I'll pass
20 the witness to whomever would like --

21 MS. WOEBER: Yes.

22 - - - -

23 CROSS-EXAMINATION OF LISA MORAN DOTTORE

24 BY MS. WOEBER:

25 Q. Ms. Moran, my name is Linda Woeber. As I said
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Q.

earlier, I represent Judge Celebrezze. I am going
to ask you some questions, and essentially the same
admonitions that Mr. Chandra gave you earlier
apply. Does that sound all right?

Yes.

All right. You testified earlier that you
confronted your husband, Mark, about the text you
recall seeing. Was that on the same date that you
saw 1t?

Yes.

And what was his response? Did he acknowledge or

deny the text?

He --

MR. CHANDRA: Let me just -- just one
moment. Let me just offer an objection and
confer with counsel for a moment.

So, Ms. Woeber, what I was trying to be
sensitive to was any potential claims of
spousal privilege on those communications.

MS. WOEBER: Right. You've objected.
That's -- that's good enough. Thank you.

Okay. Ms. Moran, I -- I'm just --

MR. CHANDRA: Just a minute. I need
to make my record, please.

We don't have counsel for Mr. Dottore here,
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so again I'll leave it to the witness and her
counsel to determine how they wish to proceed,
but I wanted to make sure we were respecting
the rights of third parties during the
deposition.
So anyway, thank you.
BY MS. WOEBER:
So, Ms. Moran, what I'm asking you is, when you
confronted him, does that mean you said, "I saw
this text on your phone"?
He was in the backyard watering the grass. I
handed him his phone and said, "I think this text

is for you," and I walked back inside.

Did you have any further communication with him
about the text?

For about the next several years, yes.

Okay. Did -- did Mark ever acknowledge or deny
that he was having an affair with Judge Celebrezze?
Denied.

Okay. You mentioned the work, of course, that Mark
does as a receiver. How long has he been doing
that work, to your knowledge?

I -- T can't -=- I don't recall. Clearly from 2008,

and before that, when we got married, he worked in

his father's furniture store.
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Q.

Q.
A.
Q.
A.
Q.
A.

Q.

A.

Q.

Okay. When he began working as a receiver, did
that job involve any travel, out of town travel?
I don't believe so.

During any of the time that you were married to him
and he was a receiver, did he travel out of town
for business?

Yes.

About how often?

For a while he had an office in Washington. Not
horribly often.

In Washington, DC?

Yes.

And he also acted as a lobbyist, right?

That's what I was told, yes.

By him?

Yes.

Okay. In his positions as either a lobbyist or a
receiver, did he also work evenings?

Sometimes I guess he did.

About how often?

Well, he was out a lot of evenings, so I don't know
what was work and what was sitting at Morton's.
You testified earlier that those credit card
statements we were looking at, they came -- they

were something that was produced during the divorce
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A.

Q.
A.

0.

A.

0.

proceedings, correct?

Correct.

And the visits to the La Quinta Hotel, you said you
weren't aware of any business reason for those
visits. Do you -- do you know why he was there?

I do not.

You talked about the text that you saw and
memorized from Mark's BlackBerry. You mentioned at
the time that you had a BlackBerry as well, right?
Yes.

Did you have a phone on your BlackBerry?

Yes.

Did you take a picture of the screen where you
recall seeing that text?

No. I did not know how to do that at that time.
You also testified that you got to your office
sometime that day and wrote down what you recalled
from this text message, right?

Yes.

Do you know what time you got to your office?

I opened my store at 10:00. I would imagine it was
somewhere around 10:00.

You mentioned that during the divorce proceedings,
you were waiting in the hallway and that you saw

people from Judge Celebrezze's office walking past
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Q.

you or walking past Mark?
Well, they walked the whole distance of the

hallway, and again I'll say that I don't know

anybody from her office, but there certainly seemed

to be a parade of people coming out of her office
and walking all the way down the hall.

So you couldn't identify any of the people that
you're talking about?

No.

At any time during your marriage, did other people
tell you or did you hear rumors that Mark and
Judge Celebrezze were having an affair?

Yes. I heard rumors.

Tell me about those rumors.

Just people that I knew that worked in the legal
community that said there were rumors.

Can you remember the names of any of those people?
I do not recall at this moment, no. It's a long
time ago.

When you say it was "a long time ago," I was just
asking about any time. So you're saying you
haven't heard that in a long time?

Are -- are you talking post divorce as well as
before the divorce?

Let's start with before the divorce.
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A.

Q.
A.

0.

Q.
A.

0.

A.

0.

0.

Before -- before the divorce, there were rumors,
yes.

Okay. From people in the legal community whose
names you don't recall?

Correct.

Okay. What about since the divorce?

There -- people have come to me to say that they
were seen out.

Okay.

And I saw them one night.

Okay. Let's stick with the people that have talked
to you. Who are the people who told you they saw
them out?

A girl named Kathleen Monahan saw them at the
Black Forest Restaurant and Bar on Mayfield Road.
When was that?

In the last year.

Is she in the legal field?

No, she's not. She happened to be at the Black
Forest that night.

Okay. And is she a friend of yours?

Yes.

All right. Since your divorce, has anybody else
told you either that they saw them together or that

they had heard a rumor that they were having an
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A.

Q.
A.

affair?
Another friend of mine saw them together at the
Capital Grille in Lyndhurst.

When was that?

In the last year and a half. TI don't have an exact

date.

Okay. And in either one of these instances, did
the people tell you whether they were alone?

The first instance, they were alone, with Kathleen
Monahan. I don't recall that the second person
told me whether they were alone or not.

Okay. So the piece of paper that we looked at in
Exhibit 1 attached to your affidavit where you
wrote down your recollection of that text, did you
provide that document to your lawyer in your

divorce proceeding?

I did not.

Why not?

Didn't matter at that point. It was -- it was
going to be -- it wasn't going to change the

financial outcome of my marriage, my divorce one
way or another. I didn't -- I didn't really think
that that was necessary.

Where have you kept that document since 2008?

I believe it was in the bottom drawer of my night
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stand for a long time, and then at some point I
moved it to my safe.
All right. And -- okay. So at some point between
2008 and this last year, you moved it from your
night stand to your safe?
Correct.
Okay. Has anyone else seen it -- let me ask you
this: How did this come to be produced in this
case?
Through conversations with my attorney.
Has anyone besides you seen that document, your
transcription of what you recall in this text,
before you spoke with your attorney about this case
that your deposition's being taken in right now?
No.
Did you produce that document for a reason in this
case?

MR. CHANDRA: Objection.

MR. SKIRBUNT: Objection.
You can answer. I'm asking what prompted that to
be produced in this case.

MR. CHANDRA: Objection. Calls for

attorney-client privilege information.

I'm not -- I'm not -- okay. Just to be clear, I'm

not asking you to tell me about any communications

Electronically Filed 12/29/2023 14:28 / BRIEF / CV 23 9W§ﬁé 9?8H51ﬁ935h§éﬁ9%0é Oi/L%DLJ

216.533.7606



= W N

[>T ) |

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

GEORGEANNA M. SEMARY v. LESLIE ANN CELEBREZZE, et al.
LISA MORAN DOTTORE on 12/18/2023

55

A.

with your attorney.
Okay.
I'm asking what event prompted your production of
that document, if you can tell me, without telling
me about communications with your attorney.
It was pertinent to the subpoena.
Okay. All right. And other than producing it in
this case and keeping it in your safe all that
time, you're saying nobody has seen this document
before the last few months but you?
Not to the best of my recollection, no. That's why
it was put in a safe.
And why did you keep it in the safe? Why was it
important to you to keep that?
Because my ex-husband has done a very, very good
smear job with my children, and should anything
happen to me, I wanted them to know the truth.
The truth being that you believe he was having an
affair in 2008 with Judge Celebrezze; is that right?
Yes.

MR. CHANDRA: Object.
During your marriage to Mark Dottore, did you ever
accuse him of having an affair with a different
woman --

NO.
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Q.
A.

0.

A.

Q.
A.

0.

A.

—-— other than Judge Celebrezze?
No.
Did you question whether he was having an affair
with an attorney named Mary Whitmore?
MR. CHANDRA: Do you mean Mary
Whitmer, W-h-i-t-m-e-r?

MS. WOEBER: It's an attorney who

works in the same building as his. I am not

sure of the spelling.
Yes. Yeah. At one point, they were spending an
awful lot of time together.
Okay. So you suspected that Mark was having an
affair with Ms. Whitmer, too?
I did.
What time period was that?
I do not recall at this time.
Did you ever ask him if he was having an affair
with Mary Whitmer?
I did.
And what did he say?
No. She was like his sister.
He told you that?
Yes.
Okay. And what has he told you about the nature

his relationship with Judge Celebrezze?

of
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Q.
A.

0.

MR. CHANDRA: Objection for the same

reasons stated earlier.
You can answer, Ms. Moran.
That they were like brother and sister. I don't
send my brothers and sisters texts like that
however.
I think you testified that you are not sure whether
Mark has changed phones several times since 2008;
is that right?
What I said is he didn't change his phone number.
I'm sure he's changed his phone because of the
upgrades --
All right.
-- on phones.
And in your affidavit, you said he's changed phones
since 2008 multiple times, Plaintiff's Exhibit 1.
Do you want us to pull that up?
I don't -- what are you -- what are you asking me?
I'm asking if that's accurate. Do you know that
he's changed phones multiple times since 2008?
I do not know that. I would assume that because of
the way Apple phones work. You get (inaudible)
upgrades.
And who prepared the affidavit that you signed

that's been marked as Exhibit 17?
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MR. SKIRBUNT: Objection. We aren't
waiving privilege, are you, counsel?

MS. WOEBER: I am not.
Do you know who prepared the affidavit that you
signed?
My lawyer.
If you said this, I apologize. When was the date
of the visit to Nemacolin that was referred to in
Exhibit 1, the attachment to Exhibit 1?
I believe it was July 9th, 2008.
Okay. I thought you said that was the day of the
surprise party, so maybe we need to go back through
this. Do you recall --
The surprise party was the 8th. We left for
Nemacolin the 9th.
Got it. Okay. Thank you.

And your son, Charles, I think you said was
playing with Mark's phone while you were in
Nemacolin?

Correct.

Okay. How old was Charles at the time?

16.

And when did Charles tell you that he had seen
texts on his father's phone while you were in

Nemacolin?
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A.

Q.

In the next -- it would have been in the next four
weeks tops.
Do you know why he told you that?
Yes. He and his father were fighting over him
going to a football camp and we were both getting
crazy phone calls from Mark, because I was supposed
to take him to football camp, and Charles was
furious and he said, "You don't know him. You
don't know" -- "you don't really know him," and
then he told me about the texts.
And you said you were getting calls from Mark. Was
he out of town at the time?
No. I was at home and he would have been at work.
Are you in contact with Mark Dottore anymore?
No.
Was that your decision or his?
His.
MS. WOEBER: I don't have any further
questions.
MR. HEALY: I just have a couple

questions.

CROSS-EXAMINATION OF LISA MORAN DOTTORE
BY MR. HEALY:

First, I represent Justin Seeton. Do you know who
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Justin Seeton is?

No.

Jim Zak, do you know who he is?

No.

Serpil Ergun, do you know who she is?

No.

Okay. And Susan Sweeney, do you know who she is?
No.

Okay. And you and your husband never talked about
them or any -- any conversations about them in any
way? Okay.

No.

I wanted to ask you about -- and I apologize. I
think I have an allergy attack going on, so bear
with me.

I want to ask you a few questions about the
handwritten note. So in your affidavit, you
mentioned this is written on a note card?

Yes.
Okay. Do you still have the original copies of
these notes?
MR. SKIRBUNT: The original of those
notes chain of custody has been completed to
Attorney Chandra's firm.

MR. HEALY: Okay. So Mr. Chandra has
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the originals, correct?

MR. SKIRBUNT: At this time, he does.

MR. CHANDRA: Counsel, counsel, if you
want to inspect them, we do have custody of
those. Thank you.

MR. HEALY: Okay. I appreciate it.
Thank you.

MR. CHANDRA: And just to return
custody back to counsel at the conclusion of
the case.

MR. HEALY: All right. Thank you.

BY MR. HEALY:

Other than these two note cards that you have, I
don't know if it's one or two note cards, but other
than these handwritten documents, do you have any
other notes related to any affairs that your
husband may have had with anyone?

No.

Okay. And I want to try to understand this note
that pertains to Charles. So what Charles told
you, you never actually saw the text messages,
correct?

I did not.

Okay. ©So whatever information you have comes from

Charles and it's not firsthand knowledge, correct?
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A.
Q.
A.

Q.

Correct.

Okay. And where is Charles now?

He lives in Chicago. He's 32.

And you anticipated my next question. Thank you.
All right. You made a statement toward the end

of your deposition about which child is closer to

you and which child is closer to your husband. Can

you kind of elaborate on that a little bit? Like

who's closer to whom?

I have close relationships with Charles and Olivia.

At the moment, I have no relationship with my

daughter Camille.

Okay. The La Quinta, there were two bills in here

for, I don't know, charges for La Quinta. One was

on 11-2-2018 and the other was January 1lst of 2018;

is that correct?

Yes.

And then in terms of the 11-2-2018, you don't know

who was there with him on that day, correct?

I do not.

And same with for the January 1lst -- or

December 31st and January 1lst, you don't know who

he was with that day either, correct?

I do not.

I may not have anymore questions.
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A.

(Thereupon, a discussion was had
off the record.)
MR. HEALY: All right. ©No further
questions.
MR. CHANDRA: Let's bring up Exhibit 3
again, please, Plaintiff's Exhibit 3.
Please move to Bates number Moran 40.
RECROSS-EXAMINATION OF LISA MORAN DOTTORE
BY MR. CHANDRA:
We're back to the business credit card receipts
that you produced in response to the subpoena. And
now we're on Moran 40 and what we're going to do is
look for an entry about La Quinta here, too, that
we may have missed discussing.
MR. CHANDRA: Okay. Up a little bit
more, please. There you go.
March 5th, 2018 you see an entry for the La Quinta
Inns and Suites in Independence, Ohio, arrival date
March 5th, 2018, and March 6th, 2018. Was this
among the entries that you observed when you
acquired these records in the divorce?

Yes.
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0.

Q.

And was this one of the entries that caused you to
further suspect an affair between your husband and
Leslie Ann Celebrezze?

Yes.

And are you aware of any legitimate business
purpose for your father who -- excuse me. Let me
withdraw that. I have no idea why I brought your
father into this.

Are you aware of any legitimate business reason
for your now ex-husband, Mark E. Dottore, who lives
in the Greater Cleveland area to book an overnight
room in the La Quinta Inns and Suites in
Independence, Ohio on March 5th, 2018?

I do not.
And your, is it -- your prior testimony still
stands that your understanding was that the
La Quinta Inns and Suites in Independence is very
close to Celebrezze's house; is that correct?
It is my understanding, yes.

MR. CHANDRA: Okay. No further

questions.

RECROSS-EXAMINATION OF LISA MORAN DOTTORE

BY MR. HEALY:

Really quick. This March 5th, 2018 entry, do you
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know who was with your husband at the La Quinta --
La Quinta on that day?
I do not.
Okay. And you say -- Mr. Chandra asked you about a
legitimate reason. You don't know of one, but
could there have been one?
I can't imagine what, but I suppose there could
have.
Okay. And you never asked your husband about it,
correct?
I didn't see these until after the divorce was well
underway.
Okay. So would it be fair to say, whatever reason
your husband was at La Quinta on whether it was in
March of 2018, December, or in January of 2018 or
any other time, you'd be speculating as to why he
was there and who he was with, correct?
Correct.
MR. HEALY: Thank you.

RECROSS-EXAMINATION OF LISA MORAN DOTTORE
BY MS. WOEBER:
Just briefly, same topic. As to any of these
La Quinta charges, they were all in 2018, after

Mark had moved out, right?
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A.

A.

0.

Yes.

MS. WOEBER: All right. That's all I

have.
FURTHER RECROSS-EXAMINATION OF LISA MORAN DOTTORE
BY MR. CHANDRA:
One quick follow-up question, or at least
thematically it may be a few questions.

Mr. Healy was asking you about whether you
would be speculating about the purpose of the
visit. Did you feel that based on all the other
information you had, including that text message
you saw from Celebrezze to your husband, that you
had a well-reasoned basis to believe that that may
be where he's having an affair with Celebrezze?

MS. WOEBER: Objection. Leading.
Calls for speculation.
Yes.
So you felt you had a reasonable basis?
Yes.
MR. CHANDRA: No further questions.
I think, Jim, it's up to you. How do you
want to handle the read?
MR. SKIRBUNT: She's not going to

waive.
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1 MR. CHANDRA: Okay. So she'll read.
MR. SKIRBUNT: Yes.

MR. CHANDRA: Okay. Well --

= W N

MR. HEALY: I just want to put
something on the record before we close this
out.

Depending on what other documents I receive
from you in discovery, and I'm taking you right

now at your word that you've given me

(e B Vo R e o B o B § )

1 everything relevant to this deposition, but
11 if something should come up in your next

12 production, whether it's written responses or
13 documents, I just reserve the right to bring
14 Ms. Moran back. I don't want to do that, but
15 if necessary, I may need to. Okay?

16 MR. CHANDRA: Totally understand your
17 position, and the same would be true for us
18 depending on what evidence emerges in

19 discovery.

20 We -- I want to say to Ms. Moran Dottore,
21 we understand how difficult this is. We

22 understand you're here under compulsory

23 process. We would like to think that the

24 deposition is closed, all of the lawyers here,

25 but it's relatively early in the litigation,
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and if other evidence emerges where we need to
take some additional deposition time, we'll be
in touch with your lawyer.
So thank you very much everyone.
And then, Brendan, if I could call you
maybe at 3:30, would you be available?
MR. HEALY: Yeah, that's fine.
MR. CHANDRA: Thank you, everyone.
Thank you for coming today. I appreciate it.
And, Ms. Newlin, we will take a copy of the
transcript, but just on a regular pace, nothing
urgent.
THE WITNESS: Great. Thank you.
MS. WOEBER: What -- Ms. Newlin, what
are the options if we wanted a rough transcript?
COURT REPORTER: A rough? Do we want

this on the record or do we want to go off the

record?

MR. CHANDRA: We can go off. Let's go
off.

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We're off the
record. The time is now 3:11.

(Deposition concluded at 3:11 p.m. EST.)
(Signature was not waived.)

(See attached errata sheet
two pages subsequent to this.)
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CERTTIFICATE

State of Ohio, )
) SS:
County of Cuyahoga. )

I, Elaine S. Newlin, a Notary Public in and
for the state of Ohio, do hereby certify that the
within-named witness, LISA MORAN DOTTORE, was by me
first duly sworn to testify the truth, the whole
truth and nothing but the truth in the cause
aforesaid; that the testimony then given was by me
reduced to stenotypy in the presence of said
witness, afterwards transcribed by means of
computer-aided transcription, and that the
foregoing is a true and correct transcript of the
testimony so given as aforesaid.

I do further certify that this deposition
was taken at the time and place as specified in the
foregoing caption, and that I am not a relative,
counsel, or attorney of either party, that I am
not, nor is the court reporting firm with which I
am affiliated, under a contract as defined in Civil
Rule 28 (D), or otherwise interested in the outcome
of this action.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my
hand and affixed my seal of office at Cleveland,
Ohio, on this day, December 28, 2023.

ry '
ey S £4 "‘éfﬁ—-

Elaine S. Newlin, Ware Reporting Service, LLC
21860 Crossbeam Lane, Rocky River, OH 44116
My commission expires August 22, 2025.
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RE:

GEORGEANNA M. SEMARY vs.

LESLIE ANN CELEBREZZE, et al.
CUYAHOGA, CV-23-984974
DEPOSITION OF LISA MORAN DOTTORE
TAKEN 12/18/2023

ERRATA SHEET

PAGE LINE CHANGE REASON FOR CHANGE

NO CHANGES

SIGNATURE: DATE:
LISA MORAN DOTTORE
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Atfidavil ol Lisa Muotun
I, Lisa Moran, being daly swomn according to law, 1estify as follows:

l. Tam over the age of 18, [ have personal knowledge of and sin competent to tesiity
regarding the mattors set forth in this Affidavit,

2. 1 was married 1o Mark Dattore from November 27, 1987 to January G, 2020,

3. At7.30 am on August 6, 2008, while | was at home in our bedroom, [ saw a lext message
from Leslie Ann Celebrezze (hereinafler *“Celebrezze”™) appear on the screen of Mark's
iPhone. 11js phone was on the nightstand and he was outside watering flowers, | read the
message, which sajd: “! know it is early but my house 14 sull quiet. T know your stressed
nui. You need (o maka love to me this week | [eel safe when [ am in your arms.™ | read
the texi three times.

4. [ had previougly seens Matk receive texs and telephone calls from Celebrezze. He would
respond to her,

5 [ 'was upset fo see Celebrezze's text nessage on Mark's phone, which is why I reud it three
tmes to sear it into my memory, Later that day, I transcribed an a notecard, word-for-
word, what Celebrezze wrote ta my husband, A true and correct copy of my transcription
is artached.

6. My additional contemporaneous notes, which [ also wrote Augost 6, 2000 undemeath (he
lranscription for eontext, read as follows:

SAME DAY CHARLES TOLD ME THAT HE PICKED UP TEXTS
WEILE WE WERE IN NEMACOLIN - SHE CALLED HIM

THE NIGHT OF HIS SURPISE PARTY SHE WAS 50 INCREDIBLY
RUDE TO ME 1 GOT SUSPICIOUS - SHE HADTO LEAVE CEARLY
AND SHE TEXT HIM AGAIN “DON'T BE MAD" SEEMS SHE
ENTW HIM BETTER. THAN ME.

7. Charles is my son Charles. Nemacolin is a resont in Farminglon, Pennsylvania. The “she”
| was referring 1o was Celebrezze. Our vacation at Nemacalin and the surprise binhday
party for Mark (July 8, 2008) were events that led up to the text on Aupust 6, 2008, aliar
which ! asked Maric Dottore to “pack g bag™ and leave our house. I wanled to document
these events to remind myself of the hurt and anger Mark Donore and Celebrezze caused
me atd to create a4 reeord in caze something happened ta me.

8. Ido not have access 1o Mark Dottore's phone anymore. 1 cannol obtain the origina] text
message. He changed phones since 2008 multiple times.
FLAINT{FF'S
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State of Ohio )

County of Cuyahoga )

Sworn to and subscribed before me this ,:g,y@ay of ,{Q‘g Coaan. Loty 2023.

Notary Public, State of Ohio

My commission expims:ﬂL&kfg@_Da&

SHARDN A, SKIRBUNT. ATTORNEY AT LAW
NOTARY PUBGLIC-State of Ohin

My Lontmizston lias 1t sabirafion date
SerMap 1Y)

Electronically Filed 12/29/2023 14:28 / BRIEF / CV 23 984974 / Confirmation Nbr. 3050103 / CLDLJ

SEMARY 000006



Blolos 7130 AM, TEXr “E NIGHT OF M1S SURPLGE
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Account Statement
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A Tauil
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B grent Batanpe 1.052 11 = Nt of Bays interost Larnid EH
et Farnpyd s
Interest Faid thiy Year aor
frod e walve the monthly ialingenines e of 325 10 by maintait ing 4 monthly combined depasit
it wnvestment batance of 425 000,
Yapr mgethty combingd deposit and irvostment bafance used
1o guakify thix statoman perfod is: 49 420
o ur nesL statement poriad will end on February 11, 2020
o Provious Balanre
TIAMSAGTION OETAILS 5, 4BZ. 36
W ithdrawals & Debits
& M/Purchases
Oite Amaounr  Deseripthan
P 12178 4038 ObL Purchase - 430070 Hoipen's 71 Cleveland (R
|44 69 82 4030 Dbt Purchgse - 70014 SFPharmaEy FO363civyeland Huwah
1 48.96 4030 Dbt Purehase - 026093 Gedar Régeh Grifichrachwatd Q1
l Al 149,95 4030 Dbt Purchase - 019350 Peerl Of The Orlenshaker Hel Ghio
el 1.20 4030 P05 Dabit - 303634 CV5/Pharmacy # Cluveland Hatoi
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1.?.‘!—.’3 41,04 4030 Dbt Purehate - 133497 Wiilerwny 161 Peppr Pik F O
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